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The American Penstemon Society is an unincorporated plant society dedicated 
to the advancement of knowledge about penstemons, their introduction into culti
vation, and the development of new and improved varieties. 

DUES: Regular membership, $5.00, $5.50 for husband and wife. 
Sustaining membership, $7.50. 

Dues should be sent to the Membership Secretary: 
Mr. Orville Steward 
P.O. Box 450 . 
Briarcliff Manor, NY 10501 

The dues year is the calendar year. Due~ beqome payable on January 1st and 
become delinquent on April 1st. Make checks payable to the American Penstemon 
Society. 

New members will receive the current is~ue of the Bulletin as long as the 
supply lasts, and also the one to be issued at the end of the year. Members 
joining the Society in July or later shall be con~idere~ as paid up until the end 
of the following year. . 
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Ten years ago, when Ralph Bennett could no longer serve the dual rol e of 
Editor and Publisher, Mr. Ear' Holl volunteered ,to relieve Ralph of the burden of 
publishing. He has fulfilled that role admirablY in spite of being a very busy 
man in garden circles in Indianapolis. As most of you khOW, before becoming 
Publisher, he was Treasurer of the APS. He is· now Executi ve Secretary of the 
North American Lily Society, Inc . , and , although retired, his wife says that he 
is so busy now that she does not know how he had ti me to h01d down a job before 
he reti red. 

We are very grateful to Earl for h1shard work and loyalty to the APS. His 
effort has contributed greatly to the wel1 .. being of the SOCiety and we extend to 
him Our hearty thanks for a job well done. 

DECEAS,EQ MEMBERS 

Two of our members died this past year, Mrs. Helen Mal10y and Mrs. Ida M. 
Miller; both were longM t1me membe~s of the Society and will be missed. 

Mrs. Malloy was a Robin Director and was a close friend of many of our 
members. 

Mrs. Betty Mi11er graciously sent a memorial gift to the Society in retnem ... 
brance of Mrs. Ida M. Miller and requested that it be used for posta1 expense . 
This is being _done. 

Your Editor did not know either of these members and wou1d appreciate mote 
information about them for publication 1,n our next issue. 

~, 
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1978 has been a very eventful year. Late in March, the founder of our Soci
ety, and editor of the bulletin, Ralph Bennett, announced his resignation. When 
the task began to find a new editor, it was driven home to many of us just how 
much was accomplished single-handed by Ralph. How could anybody be expe'cted to 
take over the reins unless considerable assistance would be forthcoming? It took 
nearly 4 months to find that person, and I am happy to announce that George 
Yingling, although not without a certain amount of justified fear and trepidation, 
agreed to take over. The first year will not be an easy one for him. He is off 
to a late start, and to compound his problem further, the executive board has 
voted to publish a bulletin every six months. Therefore, I ask all members to 
bear with George, and give him all the encouragement possible--and I want this to 
be more than "good luck" and a pat on the back! Interest in the Society is stim
ulated by the participation of its members. Participation is accomplished by 
joining a robin and/or by writing articles of interest for the bulletin. Maybe 
some of you are reticent to join a robin because you feel you do not have much to 
contribute. This is how my wife and I felt the first 3 years we were members, 
but eventually Myrtle Hebert persuaded us to join a suitable robin, and our only 
regret is that we did not join straight away! Robins are constructive and instruc
tive, as well as being a lot of fun. 

I do wish to thank all robin directors who are assisting George by extracting 
suitable material from their robins and sending it on to him. A newly-formed 
editorial committee will hopefully be able to advise on the publication of the 
bulletin, as well as supply contacts for materials and articles. 

With regard to the regional meetings, I sincerely hope more members will 
try to attend one of them. A lot of time and effort goes into insuring the success 
of these meetings, and I can say, "If youlve never been to one of them, you don't 
know what youlre missing. ~ 

In conclusion I would like to say: "Let us salute Ralph for making the 
Penstemon Society what it is today", and let us all send our new editor, George, 
our congratulations and best wishes for success in his new venture. 

EDITOR I S MESSAGE 

Cliff Lewis 
President 

Our President, Clifford Lewis, has informed you that I have taken over the 
job of Editor of the Bulletin. There are many reasons that I could list for tak
ing the job; there are probably more reasons I could list why I should not. Be
sides feeling a sincere sense of duty to the many faithful members of the APS, 
there are two prime reasons I accepted the job. Cliff Lewis wrote a most sincere 
and frank letter to me asking that I assume the job. His last sentence in the 
letter was particularly appealing. He wrote: "Your reply will be anxiously 
awaited, but not until you have given considerable thought to the matter." Prior 
to receiving his letter, I had given prayerful consideration to the matter and 
had discussed the possibility with my dear wife who, in my consulting business, 
acts as my bookkeeper and secretary. She does all of my final typing. Although 
she is not a gardener, she agreed to do the final typing for the Bulletin. That 
was the second reason I agreed to accept the job. In addition, I enjoy a chal
lenge and expect to have fun with the position. As Cliff put it, one meets many 
nice people in such a job and from letters I have received, his words have proven 
true. Also, Ralph Bennett has been most kind and encouraging. 
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·Cliff suggested that I tell you a bit about myself. I am 60 90ing on 35 and 

Was born and reared in North Carolina. I left there after graduatlng from North 
Carolina State University in 1940 with a degree in Electrical Engineering. We 
were sent to Dayton in 1944 while I was on active duty in the Air Force and have 
lived here since that time. After returning to civilian status, I stayed with 
the Air Force in a research and development capacity involved in automatic con
trols until I retired in 1973. At that time, I started an engineering consultant 
business and am now essentially retired from that. 

I belonged to the APS from 1958 until 1961 when I gave up gardening because 
of pressure of work and a very busy travel schedule. After retiring. I started 
gardening again and rejoined the APS in 1976. I also belong to the Indoor Light 
Garden Society and to the American Gloxinia and Gesneriad Society. In addition, 
I am an Associate and Foundation member of the Cox Arboretum where I do volunteer 
work on two days each week. I am more of a "grower" than "gardener" and like to 
grow everything from seeds. I have a little "quirk" in that I do not feel that a 
plant belongs to me unless I have grown it from seeds. Cuttings are next best. 
However, I do accept and sometimes buy plants. especially penstemons. I am also 
very much interested in breeding penstemons and have a bit of experience in breed
ing gloxinias, but I have much to learn. 

We have two sons, one is a lawyer in Denver (the eldest) and one is a Presby
terian minister in Muscoda, Wisconsin. a small town about 65 miles west of Madison, 
and on the Wisconsin River. Looks as though we have it made--we will either get 
in (heaven) by 11aw" or by "grace", In any case, it looks as though our affairs 
are pretty well taken care of before and after death. 

By no stretch of the imagination am I a Ralph Bennett. When he was made, they 
threw away the mold. Nina Johnson sent me almost all of the back issues of the 
Bulletin and I have spent much time studying them. I am absolutely amazed at all 
that Ralph has accomplished; I really stand in awe of him. I know that you all 
appreciate what he has contributed over the years, especially those of you who 
have been in the APS for many years. You cannot expect the same sort of contri
butions from me, but I will work hard to satisfy your needs and interests in the 
Bulletin. It is your Bulletin and I will need your comments and help. Cliff Lewis 
has organized an Editorial Committee for the purpose of generating and reviewing 
ideas pertaining to the Bulletin. As you know, a proposal to increase the dues to 
$5.00 a year was approved by a majority of the members and the Directors have ap
proved a proposal to have two issues of the Bulletin each year. You are, thus. 
getting extra return for the increase. While no format for each issue has yet 
been established. the end-of-the-year issue will probably deal primarily with gar
den and trip reports; the mid-year issue will probably deal with educational and 
more technical aspects of penstemon culture. There is a question as to whether 
we can put out two good issues each year. I will need your inputs; I cannot gen
erate all of the material for a second issue and I am sure that you realize that. 
I will print anything you are willing to write short of "threat of life or limb". 
By that I mean that you do not have to be a skilled technical writer, expert or 
the like. If you have a comment you want to make, have an observation you want to 
report. have had some sort of success or failure that might benefit others, any
thing technical or non-technical concerning penstemon culture or related plants, 
send it to me. I will edit it and print it. Our new printing technique will per
mit our use of good line drawings and photographs. We can take a rough sketch and 
make a nice drawing from it. We can also take a slide or photograph and make a 
good line drawing from it. In other words, we have much more potential for print
ing a variety of copy. Give us a try! 

ABOUT THIS ISSUE 

You have noted that we have gone to an Qffset duplicator technique for print
ing the Bulletin. This has been at no increase in cost to you as compared to the 
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mimeo!1raph technique we have used in the past. Your new Editor and Publisher 
has been able to work a "deal" whereby this can be done. I have the use of an 
offset press. a small one. and by providing the masters (not just camera-ready 
coily), the materials and labor (my own). we are able to publish within our ,allow
able budget. With'our present budget, we cannot go to one of the "quick prine 
places and get it done. It would cost us twice as much as the present cost. I 
d.o not mind dping t/'lis for, I have learned much and it is sort of fun. 

As Cliff mentioned in his, message, we got a Jate· start and that has posed 
many problems in getting all the necessary copy for the Bulletin. Mrs. Harold 
and all of the Robin Directors have worked hard to extract as much garden data as 
possible as the Robins passed through their hands. Some Robins are slower than 
others. In addition, some had circulated a number of times before the Directors 
knew they needed to extract material. In the past, Ralph has belonged to all of 
the Robins and extracted data as they came to him. Such an operation has not been 
possible this year. If your report is missing, pJease bear with us and understand 
our situation. 

, There are so many people I need to thank. All of the officers have been 
prompt in answering questlons and sending words of encouragement. Rachel Snyder 
has been especially helpful in taking all of the garden reports and getting them 
in shape for. this i~s,ue. Mrs. Harold quickly got the Rob.in Directors, organized 

,to help me and her promptness has been a great asset. Mark McDonOl~gh and his 
'fr:iend, Sukit'Saitb des:igned the front .cover and. have some gOOd ideas we can look 
'. 'fbrward to in 'ttle future. 

I have devised a questionnaire which you will find in the back of this issue. 
All youhaye to do is check the items, ,add'commentsif you wish, fold it, staple 
or tape it, stamp it and put it tnthe mail. I know that many people do not like 
to write so I have tried to mak.e it easy for you. We are seeking your inputs in 

.oreler to have gu:irJa,n;c~i n prodlJ,qi ng ~he ~1I1leti n to meet your needs and des ires. 
Giv'e us this bit aT' hEnp.'~nease'. Add' cOrmlents where we have not provided an 
adequate 7S tatement ;cov-eri og .your thoughts. i 'You fleednot s i gnitbut may do so. 

, '. 

"Please be tolerant o·fmy mistakes. This .. :is my first experience at editing 
and pub1isning and 1 have much to learn. T:w:H1 appreciate any corrections or 
comments you would like to make. I am not sensitive and would like to publish a 
Bulletin that is correct in all details . 

. , 

One other item, I am planning to attend the Midwest meeting in Mena next 
spring. ~. hope we cap discuss the Bulletin at that meeting. I would like to be 

. able to attend ,the West Coast meeting also; but that poses a more difficult prob
lem. 

BOOKLETS ON PENSTEMONS AVAILABLE FROM THE AMERICAN PENSTEMON SOCIETY 

STUDIES IN PENSIEMON NO.1 - Section HABROANTHUS. 1953. 122 pages $2.00 

Ea.ch of these Studies contains a complete description of each species in the 
section, both from th~ gardening point of ,(iew and the botanical. It also contains 
a key by which the different species can be identified in the field. plus distin
guishinQfeatures of each species which facilitate identification. For species 
which have been grown in cultivation, advice on culture is given. 



6 
Study No.1 covers the following species: 

alpinus 
brandegeei 
comarrhenus 
cyananthus 
cyaneus 

cyanocaulis 
fremontii 
haUii 
keckii 
laevis 

leiophy llus 
lemhiensis 
menscwum 
neome;dcanus 
nudifloYlus 

parous 
payettensis 
perpuZoheYl 
saxo;noPUm 
fJpeoiosus 

STUDIES IN PENSTEMON NO.2 - Subgenus DASANTHERA 1954 

strictus 
bubglaber 
uintahensis 
uni lateYla lis 
virgatus' 
wardii 

66 pages $2,00 
Covers the fo 11 owi ng speci es, the so-called shrup~y pens temons : 

barrettiae 
cardwellii 
menzt-est-t-

davidsonii 
fruticosus 
rupicola 

montanuB 
newberryi 

STUDIES IN PENSTEMON NO.4 - Section ANULARIUS, 
Covers the following species: 

idahoensis 
{JOouleri 

eUipticuB 

1963 131 pages $2.00 

acuminatus 
angus tifo lius 
arenicola 
bracteatus 

buckZeyi 
cyathophoY'US 
fendZePi 
grandifZ.oYlus 

haydenU 
lentus 
nitidufJ 
oYleoohaYlis 

osterhoutii 
pachyphy llus 
secundiflorus 
versicolor 

PENSTEMON NOMENCLATURE 1960 50 pages $1.00 
Chart of the subdivisions of the g~nus as of 1960. Species and subspecies 

in each subdivision. All botanical names ever used in the literature in this 
country to refer to penstemons, and their botanical status as of 1960. 

TO OBTAIN THESE BOOKLETS send check in amount stated above, PLUS $2.00 for 
postage, to Ralph W. Bennett. 121 Elliott Lane. S.E., Winter Haven, Fla. 33880. 

FREE BOOKLET Penstemon In Your Garden By GleMl1 Viehmeyer 1961 27 pages. 
A booklet for gardeners telling abo4t penstemon culture. som~thing about a 

few of the commonly grown species, and giving detailed directions for crossing 
penstemons in the garden. Free from the Ulliversity of Nebraska Experiment Sta
tion, North Platte, Nebraska 69101, 

The stock of the following booklets has become exhausted. but you can borrow 
a copy from our library. 

STUDIES IN PENSTEMON NO.3.. Subsections TUBAEFLORUS, MULTIFLORUS, AND PENSTEMON 
1963 148 pages 

Covers the following species: 
alluviorum 
arkansanus 
australis 
brevisepalus 

calycosus 
canescens 
deamii 
digitalis 

hiY'sutus 
laevigatus 
la,xifloY!Us 
multijlorus 

STUDIES IN PENSTEMON NO.5 - Section AURATOR 
Covers the following species 

albidus 
auriberbis 
calcareus 
cleburnei 

cobaea 
concinnus 
dolius 
eriantherus 

gorrm.nii 
gYlahamii 
guadalupen8is 
Jamesii 

oklahomensis 
palUdus 
{JmalUi 
tenuiflorus 

1965 26 pages 

tenuis 
tubaeflorus 

miseY' 
moffattii 
monoensi8 
nanus 

parviflorus 
triflorus 
whitedii 
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The Society has two excellent collections of 35-mm. color slides for loan to 
its members and to garden clubs at no cost except postage one way and safe deliv
ery insurance. The postage to you will be paid by the Society; the return postage 
by the borrower. One set of s 1 i des was assembled pri nci pa lly to fi t the needs of 
garden clubs and other organizations. The other set is for people who wish to 
learn to know the different species of penstemons and is designed especially to 
show the botanical points relied on for identification. 

Apply to the Custodian, who is: 
Mr. James E. Taylor 
52 Eastwood 
Hutchinson, Kansas 67501 

SOME PERSONS AND NURSERIES WHO SELL PENSTEMONS BY MAIL 

Alpines West Gardens, Rt. 2, Spokane, WA, 99200 (many kinds) 
Si skiyou Rare Pl ant Nursery, 522 Ftanquette St., Med.ford, OR 97501 
Powell's Gardens, Rt. 2, Princeton, NC 27569 ('Garnet'and barbatus 
Claude A. Barr, Smithwick, SD 77782 (many kinds) 
Lamb Nurseries, E. 101 Sharp Ave., Spokane, WA 99200 (offers a few) 
Laurie's Gardens (Alan Reid), 17225 McKenzie Hwy., Rt., 2 Springfield, OR 97477 
Park Seed Company, Greenwood, SC 29647 (Seeds of 'Rainbow'mix & 'Blue of Zurich' 
Clyde Robin, P.O. Box 2091, Castro Valley, CA 94946 (seeds) . 
DeGiorgi Company, Inc., Council Bluffs, IA 51501. (Lists 'Sensation', 'Castle 

Forbes', Sweet Chiffon', 'Middleton Gem' ,hartwegii ,grandifZopus , 'Hybridus 
Praecox', 'Blue Springs'a heterophyZZus form) , 

Wild Garden, Box 487, Bothell, WA 98011 (Catalog $1.00) , 
Garden Place, 6780 Heisley Road, Mentor Ohio 44060 (catalog 25¢). Lists 'Barbatus 

Elfin Pink', 'Barbatus Pink Beauty' ,'Barbatus Praire Fire', 'Heterophyllus 
True Blue', 'Royal Beauty', 'Ruby King', 'Bashful', 'Petite', 'Tiny Jewells'. 
Lakeview Gardens, 1101 Lohbrunner Road, Victoria, B.C. (Import permit needed in 

the U.S.) 
Alpenglow Gardens, 13328 King George Hwy., Surrey, B.C., Canada 
White Flower Farm, Litchfield, CT 06759 (Catalog $3.00) Lists 'Rose Elfe', 

'Prairie Fire', 
Burpee Seed Co., Warminster, PA 18991 

REPORT OF THE MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY 

The past year has been a most interesting and pleasant experience and I 
have especially enjoyed the nice letters. I particularly appreciate the many 
who paid their dues promptly. Please remember to make your checks payable to the 
American Penstemon Society. 

During the past year we have had some losses and some gains. We have 
undergone a major change with the retirement of Ralph Bennett to whom we owe q 
great debt of gratude for his many contributions to the APS and to the happiness 
and well-being of its members. 

We are looking forward to the future with our new editor and encourage 
you to give him your support and to continue your dedication to the APS. With 
the publication of two issues of the Bulletin each year, we will press on to 
increase our membership; we will appreciate your help. 

Orville A. Steward 
Membership Secretary 
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The Society has ali brary for use by its members. The L i brari an is: 
Mrs. Nina M. Johnson 
Rt. #1, Box 625 
Sabinsville, PA 16943 

Material may be borrowed under the following conditions: 
Number that may be taken at a time 

Bulletins of the Penstemon Society and Studies in Penstemons, one at a 
time. 
Bulletins of the Alpine Garden Society and other magazines. four at a 
time. 

Time that material may be kept 

Expense 
Two weeks free. Third and fourth \'Jeeks at 56 per week. Limit four weeks. 

The Soci ety wi 1"1 pay the expense to you. You pay the postage and i nsur
ance charge to return the material. 

Following is a list of material that can be borrowed: 
Bulletins of the Penstemon Society from the first one, 1946, to date. 
Studies in Penstemon No.1 (Haboranthus), No.2 (Dasanthera), No.3 (Eastern Spe-

cies), No.4 (Anularius), No.5 (Aurator). 
History of the American Penstemon Society. 
Manual for Beginners with Penstemons. 
liThe California Penstemons,lI by Percy C. Everett, Rancho Santa Ana Botanical Garden. 
Bulletin of the American Rock Garden Society, special penstemon number. 
IIPenstemon In Your Garden,1I by Glenn Viehmeyer. 
Bulletin of the Horticulture Society of New York, article on penstemons. 
Quarterly Bulletins of the Alpine Garden Society from March 1949 to date, with a 

few issues missing. All of 1956-57-58-59 missing. 
Massachusetts Horticulture Magazine, from 1966 to 1968. 
Parks' Floral Magazine for about 10 years back. 

PENSTEMON FIELD IDENTIFIERS 

There is no Identifier section this year. We are doing additional research 
into newly named species and may have drawings of them next year. Meantime, 
please ignore P. albomarginatuB under Section I in the Identifier VIII last year. 
It is a mistake and should have been a correction on P. albertinUB. The P. albo
marginatuB under S~ction II is correct. 

We still have all Sections available. Prices are $0.80 a Section except for 
Section VII which is $1.00 due to the colored picture. 

Section I Pacific Northwest 
Section II California, Alaska and Northeast Asia 
Section III Nevada and Utah 
Section IV Mexico, Arizona and New Mexico 
Section V Rocky Mountains and East 
Section VI Genus Chionophi1a (sometimes called penstemon) and material on 

how to identify penstemons. 
Section VII Indexes, Keys, Bibliography, etc. 
Section VIII Corrections (essential to Sections I and II) 

Order from Kenneth Lodewick, 2526 University Street, Eugene, OR 97403 
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Balance last year's report $2127.54 
Received during the year 

Dues from Membership Secretary 
Seed exchange net for year 1977 
Sale of Bulletin (E. Holl) 

Disbursed 
Bulletin (1978) 
Postage and miscellaneous 

Total 

Total 

679.15 
82.80 
2.00 

763.95 
Total to be accounted for 

Interest earned 

500.00 
65.84 

565.84 

TOTAL OF ALL FUNDS AT YEAR'S END 

Respectfully submitted 

Stanley L. Glowinski 
Treasurer 

NET 

BEPORT OF THE REGISTRAR OF NAMED VARIETIES AND HYBRIDS 
No new varieties or hybrids have been reported. 

2891 .49 

2325.65 
119.47 

2445.12 

The listing of proven worthy hybrids from controlled crosses, or suspected 
hybrids from bee crosses, etc., either garden grown or from the wild, as well as 
selected superior forms or varieties of Penstemon species, is invited. Worthy 
types that could prove of special value in the breeding program may be registered. 

Aileen McWilliam, Registrar 

REPORT OF THE CORRESPONDING SECRETARY AND ROBIN COORDINATOR 

Our Robins are all in good shape. There is still room for more partici
pation and I encourage all of you who do not belong to join one and enjoy this 
most rewarding experience. Many warm friendships are made and much good and 
interesting garden information is exchanged. 

You will note that some changes have been made in Robin Directors. If you 
would like to join a Robin, write to me and I will see that you are promptly 
introduced to one of the Directors. Review the list on the inside of the front 
cover and,if there is a Robin you would prefer, let me know. 

Vivienne Harold 



10 ABOUT OUR COVER DESIGN THIS YEAR 

Mark McDonough, one of our members, and a girl friend, Sukii Saito (pro
nounced Sue-key Sigh-toe), designed our cover. Both are graduates of the Rhode 
Island School of Design and are 24 years old. Sukii, originally from Hawaii. 
is a professional artist-illustrator and fashion designer. She is presently 
working on writing and illustrating children's books. Although she is not a 
gardener, she is excellent at drawing from nature and has a basic understanding 
of gardening and plants from her association with Mark. 

Mark's training is in architecture and he is working at Keyes Associates as 
an architectural designer. His interest in gardening began 14 years ago when he 
planted his first garden with a variety of annuals. Within about 5 years, his 
interest matured into the world of rock gardens and alpine plants. His particu
lar favorite group of plants to grow is "Western America Native Plants", thus his 
interest in penstemons. His garden is at his parent's house. although he does 
not live there. He is working many extra hours in order to earn enough to buy a 
house and establish a garden of his very own. He is also a member of the Ameri
can Rhododendren Society. American Rock Garden Society, Alpine Garden Society, 
Scottish Rock Garden Club, Canterbury Alpine Garden Society (New Zealand), Royal 
Horticultural Society and, of course, the APS. 

Mark has also agreed to serve on the new Editorial Committee. He and Sukii 
are nice additions to our other APS fine artists and designers. 

NORTHWESTERN REGIONAL MEETING 
by 

Jack Guggo1z 
The Northwest Regional meeting was held in Reno, Nevada. June 16-18, at the 

home of Carl and Shirley Backman. 

The College Inn, where we stayed, was apparently built as a combination stu
dent dormitory, conference center and place for conference attendees to stay. It 
was quite nice, had its own conference room and cafeteria and is just across a 
street from the University of Nevada. We ate in the cafeteria Saturday and Sunday 
evenings, Saturday evening's meal being called a "banquet". Both were very good 
and reasonably priced. 

Friday evening we were treated to an excellent slide show in the conference 
room by a young lady who is a botanist for the Nevada State Museum. After the 
banquet Saturday a short business meeting was held which consisted mostly of a 
plea for younger members to become more active in the organization and a discus
sion of decisions reached at an executive committee meeting. Our dues are going 
up to five dollars and the search was still on for a new Editor. There was talk 
of having several more members on the editorial staff and of possibly publishing 
the Bulletin more than once a year. Mr. Ralph Bennett was elected an Honorary 
Member of the Society. After a little discussion it was decided the next meeting 
will be in Bend, Oregon July 6, 7 & 8, 1979. 

Saturday our host and hostess, Carl and Shirley Backman, took us on a tour 
of Dog Valley northeast of Reno and the side of Peavine Mountain in back of their 
home. Much of the work was taken out of the latter "hike" by the shuttle service 
of Carl's four-wheel drive vehicle. We were also able to admire the penstemons 
in the Backman yard. Penstemons we found in Dog Valley were P. speciosus~ ssp. 
Kennedyi~ and P. Zaetus~ ssp. RoezZii. We also saw CaZochortus NuttaZZii~ the 
bright red bellyflower MimuZus nanus~ a yellow buckwheat Eriogonum triovaZifoZium~ 
Mules Ears Wyethia moZZis~ low bright blue Ceanothus prostratus~ spectacular snow-
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11 flower Barcodes sanguinia, Collomia grandiflora, and various unidentified spe-
cies of Mantia, Delphinium, Viola, Eriogonum and Umbeliferae. Wherever we 
stopped we were greeted by the everpresent sagebrush, bitterbrush, Mountain 
Mahogany, Jeffery Pine and some other desert-type non-penstemon plants. 

During our lunch stop in Dog Valley we were given a qemonstration (not 
necessarily for our special benefit) of logging by helicopter. It seems the 
Forest Service is requiring that means of getting the logs out of the woods 
where the terrain is so steep that logging roads would cause unsightly scars 
and excessive erosion. These helicopters were usually moving one large and two 
small logs at a time to a staging area near the main road where they were trans-
ferred to trucks. 

Sunday morning we vi sHed the fabulous rock garden of Mr. and Mrs. Wi 11 i ams 
of Reno. Their house is built in a big rock pile and their garden is eno~gh to 
turn a rock garden addict chartreuse with envy. After an hour or so at the 
Williams the Backmans guided us to Galena Creek Campgrounds on the east side of 
Mt. Rose where we found P. newberryi, ssp. newberryi, P. speciosus, ssp. kennedyi 
and P. deustus. 

I left the group at this point and the rest headed for another place where 
they expected to find P. Lemmoni. 

Those attending the meeting were as follows: 

Carl, Shirley, Va1arie and Mark Backman, Reno, NV, Hosts 
Thelma Chatfield, Seattle, WA 
Herbert & Dorothy Dickson, Chehalis, WA 
Margaret Franklin, Reno, NV 
Lon & Florence Free, Seattle. WA 
Jack & Betty Guggolz, Cloverdale, CA 
Vivienne Harold, Newport, OR 
Myrtle Hebert, Melbourne, FL 
Clifford & Olga Lewis, Bellevue. WA 
Kenneth & Robin Lodewick, Eugene, OR 
Howard McCready, Red Bluff, CA 
Henrietta McDonough, San Francisco, CA 
Harvey & Altha Miller, Issaquah. WA 
Joseph & Helen Miller, Mercer Island, WA 
Luella Moulton, Seattle, WA 
Frank & Birdie Padavich, North Bend, WA 
Leonard & Dorothy Pollard, Logan UT 
Elisabeth Peterson, Seattle, WA 
Izetta Renton, Snoqualmie, WA 
Floyd Sampson, Belmont, CA 
Perman & Audrey Waddell, Seattle, WA 

MIDWEST REGIONAL MEETING 
by 

Verla Heitmann, Secretary 

The 1978 annual meeting of the Midwest. Region of the American Penstemon Soci
ety was held on June 3, 1978, at the farm home of Mr. and Mrs. Lavern Heitmann, 
Hardy, NE. Registration and a morning coffee hour were from 9 to 9:30 A.M. 
Twenty-eight members and visitors were present. 



12 Rachel Snyder, President, brought the business meeting to order at 9:30 A.M. 
She welcomed the group to the meeting. The minutes of the 1977 meeting were 
read by Verla Heitmann, Secretary. It should be noted that there is a total of 
$449.55 in the treasury as of June 3, 1978. 

Two items of major importance at the business meeting were #1: Suggestions 
for a new Editor of the American Penstemon Society Bulletin to replace Ralph 
Bennett who has resigned because of health problems and also suggestions on the 
format of the Bulletin. A letter from Mr. Clifford Lewis, the National APS Presi
dent, was read regarding this situation. Mrs. Clark Burrell, Lovell, Wyoming was 
named as a possible editor for the Bulletin. Format suggestions were the putting 
of ads in the Bulletin to help defray cost and the cutting of the size of the Bul~ 
1etin. The group present was in favor of $5.00 yearly dues to expand services of 
the Society and the Bulletin. 

A second important item of business, namely the North Platte Project, was 
tabled until later in the morning. 

Rachel thanked the people who sent seeds to the Plant Seed Exchange in 1977 
and asked members to send seeds for the 1979 seed exchange. 

Aileen McWilliam, Mena, Arkansas, invited the Midwest Region to Mena, Arkan
sas, for the 1979 meeting. Dr. Howard Reynolds made a motion to accept the invi
tation. Ilah Prietauer seconded the motion. Motion carried. 

Dale Lindgren of the University of Nebraska Experiment Station, North 
Platte, NE, presented the program on what he is doing with penstemons at the North 
Platte Station. He stated that he is emphasizing winter hardiness in the pents 
he selects following the thinking of Glenn Viehmeyer. He also selects for resist
ance to disease and insects and is looking for pents that have an extended period 
of bloom. He is also looking for yellow flowering penstemons. He told the group 
that in 1975 the new Plant Materials Building at the North Platte Station was 
dedicated to Glenn Viehmeyer. Plans are to have the gardens around the building 
planted to flowers, shrubs, and vegetables that Mr. Viehmeyer hybridized and/or 
worked with, such as penstemons, mums, roses, dianthus, strawberries, etc. 

A question and answer period followed Mr. Lindgren's talk. 

Rachel continued with the business meeting at this point. She made the sug
gestion that the North Platte Project be called the 'Viehmeyer Legacy Program' of 
the American Penstemon Society. The aims of the program are: to promote the de
velopment and public use of penstemons; to perpetuate the Viehmeyer line of pen
stemons by providing specimen plants for the penstemon garden at the Plant Materi
als Building, North Platte, NE, and having a plaque in that garden stating it is 
from the Midwest Region of the APS in Glenn Viehmeyer's memory; that there be la
bels on the plants in that garden; and that there be a postage fund for seeds to 
be sent from the North Platte Station to interested growers. Rachel suggested 
appropriating $200.00 to that program. Aileen McWilliam made the motion to appro
priate $200.00 to the Viehmeyer Legacy Program. James Taylor seconded the motion. 
Motion carried. 

Dale Lindgren said the Experiment Station would be willing to evaluate any 
penstemo~ that a grower thought was worth growing but that there would be a fee 
to the grower for this service. He also told the group that he would like to see 
the Viehmeyer Legacy Program as an on-going program. James Taylor suggested the 
sending of a Newsletter telling of the evaluation program by the North Platte 
Station and the Viehmeyer Legacy Program to Members of the Penstemon Society. 
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The newsletter should also ask for donations of money from the members to support 
the Viehmeyer Legacy Program. Mr. Taylor also suggested sending newsletters to 
research members letting them know when the North Platte penstemons are in blopm 
and setting a date for members to view and evaluate them at North Platte. Rachel 
said she would coordinate this program. 

Dale Lindgren said he would be willing to host a meeting at the Experiment 
Station after the IILegacy Garden" is planted. 

A 'Show and Tell' of penstemon blooms brought to the meeting was given by 
the following: James Taylor, Dr. Reynolds, Lena Seeba, Rachel Snyder, and Verla 
Heitmann. 

The meeting adjourned for dinner which was at Foote's Cafe in Chester, NE. i 

Following the noon meal, the group returned to the Heitmann home and the 
business meeting resumed. Dr. Reynolds, the nominating chairman presented the 
slate of officers for the coming year. They were as follows: for president: 
James Taylor; for vice president: Rachel Snyder; for secretary! Charleen Gross; 
and for treasurer: Betty Taylor. Verla Heitmann made a motion that nominations 
cease and that the slate be accepted as read. Dr. Reynolds secon~ed the motion. 
Motion carried. . . 

Dr. Howard Reynolds was the auctioneer for the plant sale which netted a 
total of $80.00. 

The remainder of the afternoon was spent touring gardens in the area. start
ing with the Lavern and Verla Heitmann garden; then going to the Dav1~ and lois 
Ki rchhoff garden, followed by the Wil bert and Leona Marquart garden, the Gerald, 
Ernestine, and Steve Frye garden, the Anna Kettelhut garden and flower room, and 
ending at the Verdell and Leora Freitag garden. 

A lunch was served by the hosts at their home following the tour. The eve
ning was spent viewing sl'ides from the Gussie Schooley penstemon slide collection 
and the Rachel Snyder slide collection of past penstemon meetings and member's 
gardens. James Taylor presented the slide program. 

On Sunday, June 4, some of the group toured the Anna Becker garden at 
Nelson, NE, and then went to the Willa Cather Museum at Red Cloud, NE. 

ADDITIONAL REMARKS BY RACHEL SNYDER 

The Midwest Regional meeting was held the weekend of J~ne 3~ at Hardy, 
Nebraska, hosted by Lavern and Verla Heitmann. 

We had a fairly good turnout, and I feel that we accomplished a few things. 
I hope we have some people lined up who will send certain kinds of seeds to the 
APS exchange. And Dale Lindgren of the North Platte Experiment Station (where 
Glenn Viehmeyer rose to fame) was with us and I think we settled on a plan for a 
Viehmeyer Penstemon Legacy Program there at the North Platte Station that Will be 
ongoing and will enable the rest of the world to partake to some extent of the 
improvements in penstemons that Viehmeyer got underway there. Details remain to 
be ironed out and implemented, but at least we have the framework. James Taylor 
is the incoming president for the region (again), and next year's meeting (mark 
; t down) wi 11 be at t4ena. Arkansas, the weekend before Memori a 1 Day. We saw some 
excellent gardens around the Hardy, NE, area, including Verla's. She has q brand 
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new house, and I imagine her gardens have undergone extensive renovation con
nected with the building activities, but she had many beautiful plants in bloom, 
including two "mystery" penstemon clumps that were apparently P. digitalis .. but 
had stiff, wiry RED stems and quite a reddish cast to the foliage. These plants 
were distinctive and Verla could not recall just where she got them. She also 
had an ingenious system for starting seeds. Along the edge of her vegetable gar
den she has a row of half-sunk 5# coffee cans, ends removed, half filled with 
seed starting mix. Each is planted to a different kind of seed, and I suppose 
she starts these quite early in spring, probably with the plastic lid affixed 
until the weather settles down. By the time we saw them, the lids were off and 
the cans were filled with thriving little seedlings of many different kinds, a 
number of them having already been transplanted to the garden. In our little 
penstemon "show" in Verla's basement that Saturday we had good representations of 
P. digitalis (I was the only one bringing a sample of the old 'White Queen l ); 

P. hirsutus; P. aobaea.. and the cobaea-triflorus hybrid; P. grandifZorus or the 
Seeba-Fate hybrids of grandiflorus; several of the Meyer hybrids from recent APS 
exchanges; P. smalZii; one or two of the Saskatoon hybrids; and a few of the 
older North Platte or Flathead Lake types of hybrids th~t Glenn Viehmeyer pro
duced. One fact that emerged from Dale Lindgren's talk was that they no longer 
have at North Platte ~ of the cultivars that Glenn introduced ('Prairie Dawn I , 

'Prairie Dusk ' , 'Indian Jewels ' , I Arroyo I , 'Prairie Fire ' , etc.), so we are plan
ning to try to find stock of these for him to re-establish there. James Taylor 
showed some of the results of his breeding program which involves colchicine-in
duced polypoicy. That Saturday eveninq those who stayed had a slide show in 
Ver1a ' s basement recreation room, looking at new slides Taylor had from Gussie 
Schooley (excellent, Gussie) and also some oldies I had brought of former Mid
west meetings going back to the dawn of time. We decided to try to put together 
a "Midwest History" based on some of these old slides. So, in all, it was a 
meeting that to quite a degree featured Penstemons and I felt we accomplished a 
few things. We talked to some length about the national problems of the APS, and 
I hope Mr. Lewis (our president) may be hearing individually from some of us with 
views about possible courses of actions. 

(We did not receive a list of those in attendance at the Midwest Regional meeting. 
We will ~ublish a list in th~ mid-year issue. Editor) 

NEWS OF RALPH BENNETT 

(Excerpts of letter from Peg Curtis, Daughter of Ralph Bennett) 

I thought I should let you know that my mother and father moved to Maranatha 
Retirement Home, 255 East Main Street, Lake Alfred, Florida 33850, on December 1, 
1978 - private phone (813) 956-4480. This was on advice of their doctors ... 

They do look forward to their mail and enjoy very much hearing from their 
friends and so I know they would like to continue hearing from you. 

They do seem to like living there very much and already I can see with prop
er diabetic diet that dad's condition seems to be improving. Mother will be 90 
years old on March 9, 1979, and we are planning to have a celebration for her at 
her church, which she is very much looking forward to. 
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Aileen McWilliam, Mena, Arkansas 

Impressions of the Midwest Regional Meeting, American Penstemon Society 

On Wednesday, May 31, the Arkansa~ delegation, Lana Cook, Aileen McWilliam, 
and Emma Lou Hawkins (with Lana driving) set out from Mena on our usual devious 
route to Hardy, Nebraska for the June 3 meeting of the Midwest Region. North to 
Fort Smith, then west and northwest across Oklahoma. we came in the early even r 

ing to Fairview where we got into our motel room just ahead of a violent thunQer
storm and all-night deluge. Roadside wildflowers had delighted us all day, even 
along the stretch of Interstate 40 from Fort Smith to Shawnee. 

Thursday morning, with the rain over, we went west from Orienta through the 
Glass Mountains, red buttes and mesas with a caprock of glittering gypsum crys
tals, then north to "Little Sahara" in the Waynoka dunes near the Cimarron River. 
Turning eastward and north again we made our way to the Great Salt Plains Feder
al Wildlife Refuge on the Salt Fork of the Arkansas River (pronounced "Arkansi;lw" 
by Arkansawyers and Oklahomans). Here we could not enter the salt flats because 
of floodwaters. Much of the Quivira National Wildlife Refuge in Kansas was 
closed to us because of floods, so we went on to Great Bend, where again w~ got 
into our motel barely ahead of a violent wind and rainstorm. 

Next morning, Friday, it was cold and fine, and we spent much of the day in 
Cheyenne Bottoms, a Kansas Waterfowl Refuge near the Arkansas River (pronounced 
liAr-kansas" by Kansans). The water, marsh, and shore birds in this great salt 
marsh were present in abundance exceeding anticipation. Western Oklahoma and 
mid-Kansas were particularly beautiful this year, with abundant rainfall. Wheat. 
was ripening, with the gold sheen coming on the green, and wildflowers were 
everywhere. ~~e drove into the Plains Motel, at Superior, Nebraska, just ahead 
of a violent wind and rainstorm. 

Saturday--the meeting. The Heitmanns, Verla and LaVerne, had gone all out 
in making preparations. Such hospitality! Their new home on their farm at 
Hardy was an ample and delightful setting--the business meeting, program. and 
plant auction were held in the basement recreation room. Attendance was small, 
but enthusiasm was great. It is always a pleasure to see Lena Seeba at the ~eet
ings. Rachel Snyder presided and she and James Taylor swapped jobs again, with 
James being elected president and Rachel vice president, so the region is in 
good hands--they do a wonderful job for us. James Taylor had brought for display 
several of the pents he believes are tetraploids from the work he has been doing 
on converting by use of colchicine. Flowers seem much like those of the parent 
stock (from Glenn Viehmeyer), but stems are sturdier. He also had a plant appear
ing to be a nice white P. digitalis in a short form. (James Taylor teaches in 
the Hutchison, Kansas, Community Junior College.) Another P. digitalis that 
attracted attention was in Verla Heitmann's garden, white-flowered, but with dark 
reddish stems and foliage. Both James Taylor and Dale Lindgren obtained "starts" 
of it to work on. 

Dr. Lindgren, director of the North Platte, Nebraska. research station, pre
sented the program. He told of plans for the Glenn Viehmeyer Memorial Garden at 
the North Platte Station, and the Midwest Region voted to give financial support. 
There will be a Penstemon planting of the species and cu1tivars that Glenn grew 
and worked with. 

The plant auction was in the able hands of the "Old Professor", Dr. Howard 
Reynolds, of Fort Hays State University, Hays, Kansas. 
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There was a break for "lunch", a sumptuous meal, at a IItruck stopll restau

rant in nearby Chester, and another break for garden tours, and then back to the 
Heitmanns' where the Heitmann daughters and son had a sandwich and salad supper 
ready. The evening was topped off with slides of pents and pent plantings shown 
by James Taylor. It was a beautiful, sparkling day, and there was no rainstor~! 

Next morning, acting on a "tipll from Rachel Snyder, who had told us about 
Cheyenne Bottoms last year, Lana, Emma Lou, and I left Superior and went east and 
south through the Smokey Hills to Minneapolis, Kansas, and Rock City (an unsuit
able name for a remarkable natural phenomenon). Here, lying out on the plain, 
a grassy slope, are huge (10 to 14 foot or more diameter) concretions of the Da
kota sandstone, cemented together with and resting on pedestals of limey deposit. 
Crevices in the great globes have fringes of two small calcophile ferns, Pellaea 
glabeZla (cliff brake) and chielanthes feei (a lip fern}--my on the spot identi
fication;·I hope correct--a surprise in the lIalmost fernless" state of Kansas. 
And<there was Penstemon grandiflopus in good bloom, though some of it had been 
mowed the day before and lay on the ground still fresh in the morning dew. 

On southward and eastward and again southward through the Flint Hills we 
skirted south of the Konza Prairie. From Cottonwood Falls southward and east
ward to Sedan, Kansas, where we got into a motel just ahead of a violent wind 
and rai nstorm, and on into the Osage Hills of Okl ahoma on Monday, we were treated 
to a great display of penstemons--fields of glistening white wands of P. tubae
florus~ surely one of the loveliest of roadside prairie wildflowers, drifts of 
big whfte bells of P. cobaea~ and some roadside ditchfuls of P. digitalis. I 
was delighted to see P. tubaefiopus in abundance in the Osage Hills in southern 
Kansas and in Oklahoma just east of Ponca City where it is apparently extending 
its range· westward. . 

We drove in the rain all day Monday, June 5, though it had about played out 
by the time we arrived home--we had had only a few hundredths of an inch, the 
beginning of our severe drought which has held on into October, more than four 
months. 

The 1979 Midwest Regional Meeting will pe on Saturday, May 26, at Mena, Ar
kansas, with the Mena Nature Club as host. Since several of the same people are 
involved, the Midwestern Chapter of the American Rock Garden Society will be 
held at Mena on the same weekend, beginning Thursday evening, May 24, with the 
Mena Rock Garden Cl ub as host. A 11 Ameri can Penstemon Soci ety members are i n
vited to attend both meetings. 

Excerpts from Aileen McWilliam, letter dated August 22, 1978 

To correct a common misconception, Jerry Roberts (Arkadilphia) and I (Mena) 
are not in the Ozarks. We are in another, quite different, geological area, 
the Quachita Mountains. The Quachitas, south of the Arkansas River (pronounced 
Wash-i-taw and Arkansaw, with the accent on i· saw", and we are IIArkansawyers ll , 
not IIAr-kansans ll ) are real mountains. The range, about 200 miles long, reaches 
from Little Rock, Arkansas, to somewhere out near Atoka, Oklahoma, and there are 
two geological II ma in features ll , one, the mountains of the Jackford Sandstone
Stanley Shale series, and the other the great Novaculite Uplift which pokes up 
through the middle. (Novaculite is the Arkansas oilstone, the Arkansas Stone 
and the Washita stone whetstones--this is a massive formation, especially be
tween Hot Springs and Mena, Arkansas.) The mountains are very rugged, but tim
bered and green even in winter because there is lots of pine (Pinus echinata~ 
the shortleaf yellow) as well as a great variety of diciduous trees. Our high
est elevation is a little under 3000 feet, so we do not have timberline, but we 



do have some Krummholz--dwarf or elfin forests, dwarfed and gnarled by ice 
pruning and wind. Our range runs east and west so there are vast north slope 
exposure situations, so they are indeed "different". 
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Our summer here was a scorcher and very dry. Days and days of 1000 to 1020 , 
and, most unusual, hot nights, 700 and over. I have had my yard mowed only 
twice. Our prevailing south (Gulf) breeze has deserted us. 

(October 17) We are still in serious drought, more than 4 months of it, 
but October brought normal fall temperatures with some frosty mornings. Fall 
color is gorgeous, just coming on. 

I did not get to White Cliffs (limestone cliffs on Little River about 80 
miles south) this year to see the purple P. cobaea (so called var. ozarkana or 
purpurea~ which I do not recognize because of the complete intergradation from 
deep purple to white). P. ZaxifZorus is in that area, too. Our natives here in 
the Quachitas are digitaZis~ arkansanus~ and tubaefZorus. 

I spent almost a month--June 15 to July 10--in Ohio with my sister and fam
ily of Cincinnati. On June 23 to July 3, we went on a "retreat ll up the Ohio 
River to the Edge of Appalachia chain of natural areas or wilderness preserves, 
tracts which the Nature Conservancy is acquiring and turning over to the Cincin
nati Museum of Natural History to administer, including "The Wilderness ll , Lynx 
Prairie (S. Lucy Braun Memorial Preserve), and Buzzards Roost Rock. We stayed 
on the Rieveachl estate, 1200 acres, in a deluxe IISwiss Chalet" a mile from the 
Ohio River, but 16 miles back in and roundabout from Manchester, Ohio. Deep 
forest of the Appalachian type on the escarpment of yellow dolomite and Ohio 
black shale, interspersed with some areas of natural prairie--a fascinating 
area. I saw a few penstemons thought they were about past bloom. One I took 
to be P. brevisepaZus. I saw one, out of bloom, I thought was canescens. 

Trips by Kenneth & Robin Lodewick 

The main thing the Lodewicks found on trips this year was rain. In some 
cases, lots of it. 

The first trip into Penstemon country was in April. We took a group on the 
upper part of the McKenzie River Trail. This parallels the west side of the 
McKenzie Ri veri n the Wi 11 amette National Forest, and reaches the lower end of , 
the range of P. seI'ruZatus at about 1500 feet elevation. We did not find any I 

plants along the trail as we have in past years, and it was raining by the time 
we reached our cars, so we did not check the known plants at Trail Bridge Dam. 

Our second trip was much drier, though we started wet. It was raining in 
Eugene as we boarded the "Big Big Banana ll (officially Hughes Airwest) so called 
because it is painted yellow with purple spots. Next time we got outside, it 
was about 1100 and they had not seen rain for several years. This was at Palm 
Springs, California, where we rented a car and drove over the mountain some 40 
miles past blooming agaves, to visit Myrtle Hebert at a place called Anza. That 
evening we looked over her garden and talked. The next morning Myrtle drove 
with us to the other side of Thomas Mountain and showed us P. spectabiZis in 
color variations, along with other interesting desert plants (and a blue lizard). 
Back at the garden we did some identification (or non-identification), took pho
tos, drew pictures, staked some plants for future delivery (see garden story) and 
talked some more. Also we saw P. centI'anthifoZius growing in every uncultivated 
spot. Next morning Myrtle came back with us to Palm Springs and we all went on 
to Reno by air. 
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At Reno we were met by Carl Backman and delivered to our hotel for the meet

ing of the Northwest group (see meeting story). We found many old friends and 
made new ones there. The first evening a young lady from the Nevada State Muse
um told us about native plants we might see. Early the next morning the Backmans 
and thei r youngest chil dren took 36 penstemani acs up back roads through a na- . 
tiona1 forest (where logging was being done by helicopter) to visit big blue 
P. speciosus kennedYi, which looks nothing like Oregon's small-flowered P. spe
ciosus-speciosus. That afternoon most of us hiked up Peavine Mt. behind the 
Backman house (they are the last outpost in Nevada, there ;s nothing but Sierra 
west of them) to see more desert plants including P. speciosus kennedyi again, 
Lewisia rediviva in seed, etc. The etc. being Morman tea, wild peach, prickly 
poppy, and the like, all new to us. 

This big day was followed by another meeting at which members showed slides 
and discussed the letter about APS business that was mailed to all members later. 
Sunday morning our guides took us first to the fabulous Williams' garden in 
Sparks (it's on a rockpile at the edge of Reno), then on to Mt. Rose. There, 
alongside the road, we located, within a few feet of each other, P. deustus (white), 
P. newberryi newberryi (red) and P. speciosus kennedyi (blue). Heading east and 
switchbacking toward VirginiaCHy, we picnicked at a very windy spot complete 
with mountain bluebird. It hovered by our cars catching its lunch, but vanished 
when cameras came out. During this trip (the exact location is being kept se-
cr~t) we came across P. kingii, a rare species not supposed to be there. Soon 
after the Backmans brought the Lodewicks back to catch a plane home. (No rain 
on this trip, wonder why.) 

One week later we were out again, this time to Iron Mt., which will be the 
Saturday trip, July 7, for the northwest group on 1979. Bloom was a bit delayed 
due to cool weather earlier, that week was hot. We tried so hard to get it 
cooled down a bit that we overdid; we got rain, some of it in small, hard chunks 
of ice. However P. procarus brachyanthus blue and white were in flower and P. 
rupicoZa was trying at the top, with P. car~eZZii down along the road. On the 
way home we checked the big P. dcwidsonii patch at Fish Lake lava and found it 
past, showing how different weather can be at different elevations. (Wild 
strawberries were at their peak.) P. serrulatus was also blooming at Trail Bridge 
where we passed it on our first trip. 

July 4 we started out again, this time in the rain. It quit before we 
parked at Bohemia Saddle, but brush was still wet along the trail. By the time 
we reached the rock garden on top of Bohemia Mt., sun was out and flowers glow
ing. P. rupicoZa, P.procerus brachyanthus and P. nemorosus grow side by side 
here, among sedums, allium, clay tonia, buckwheats, paintbrush and purple oro
banche. The downhill half of this trip, after lunch at the Saddle, was led by a 
geologist friend who mines gold in this mineralized area. He took us over the 
mine dumps for the mine that crosses under the mountain. Driving back we stopped 
to see the large patches of P. car~eUii in the clearcuts. Some people tried 
to put P. car~elZii on the Endangered Species list for Oregon, but the two Kens 
told them they did not really need to: we measure it by the square mile here. 

Our final penstemon trip went into the Three Sisters Wilderness, up to 7000 
feet in elevation. The valley had just suffered a three day spell of tempera
tures over 1000 . Ken Hixson reported rain at his house that morning; clouds 
cooled us off. Halfway around the Loop trail, 5~ miles from the road, we had 
lunch and climbed a big rock outcrop called the Penthouse to see P. nemorosus, 
P. procerus brachyanthus and one plant of P. rupicoZa that grow on it. That was 
all there was to see, the three 10,000 foot mountains normally visible were be
hind clouds. Then it started to rain. And it rained all the way out, 3~ hours. 



It even rained so much we did not stop to' look for seeds at the P. davidsonii 
clumps on the lava beds as we went by. Luckily the water inside our boots was 
warm':"-but we do not call that a trail anymore, we call it a river. 

Maybe 1979 wi 11 be a bi t dryer? 

Trips by Howard McCready 
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Californta. receiv.ed .a super-abundance of rain last fall. winter and spring; 
consequently, the floral displays in the foothills during the spring were ex
ceptional. I was fortunate in being able to make many excursions into these 
foothill s accompani ed by fellow members of the Ameri can Rock Garden Soci ety and 
the California Native Plant Society. 

The recently formedMt. Lassen chapter of the California Native Plant Soci
ety was very active trip-wise, especially in the spring. With headquarters in 
Chico, many students of the University of California are members of this group 
and together wi th several of the botany ins tructors they made this a very acti ve 
and knowledgeable bunch. I buzzed down the forty miles many times to spend a 
sometimes strenuous and always enjoyable Saturday or Sunday with them. 

The first of the above described outings was in early February. We met at a 
rest area nearOrovi11e Lake on the Feather River and then walked back over a 
half-mile long bridge, then up a steep slope to an old ditch that had been used 
in gold mining days. The ditch had a heavy stand of wild iris not yet in bloom 
and the shady areas had lots of CynoglOSSWTl grande and Dodecatheon (Shooting 
stars). Many species of ferns also abound. Tall ceanothus in both the blue and 
white f()rms and manzanitas with their ,dainty pink bells made up much of the back
ground. The fruit of the manzanita is like a tiny apple hence the naine given it 
by the Spanish. The botanical name is arctostaphylos and there are many species 
of this magnificent shrub in Northern California areas. I could go on and on 
naming plants seen on this trip. 

A few weeks later a few of us met at old Historic Honey Run Bridge which 
spans the, at that time, rip-roaring Butte.Cl"eek. Buttercups were out in the 
lower areas and we climbed the steep path to see thesa.xifarges, sedums, colo
chortus and a rare species of Fr'itillaPia phaenanthera, etc. 

By far, the best of the spring trips wit~ the Chico group was the very well 
attended one to Table Mountain in eastern Butte County. This 6000 acre floral 
paradise is located at about 2000-ft. elevation. It is cross-fenced into sev
eral large pastures with very tightly strung barbed wire and a little blood was 
shed that day and torn shirts and pants were not unconmon among the crowd. But 
it was worth it, I am sure, to everyone who made the three mile walk that ended 
at a sensational waterfall fed by one of the many streams encountered. The 
warning to keep a lookout for rattlesnakes added excitement to the descent down 
a very narrow steep ravine. No snakes were seen there as far as I ~now but a 
few weeks later on Tedoc Mt., west about 40 miles from my home town, my feet 
must have "seen" one as they suddenly propelled me upward and a huge rattler 
just missed me. (Gulp!. •• Editor) Serves one right for walking in tall grass in 
the cool of the morning. . 

The Chipps Creek caper in the Feather River area was almost an endurance con
test, at least for the older entrants, as it was ever upward and onward at a 
fast clip. The best plants seen that day were Fr1.til.ZaX'ia l'eCU1"lXl. 
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Two weeks ago (late October) I was again scouting the Feather River with 

Dr. Schlising and found several species of penstemon: P. deustes, P. lemmonii, 
P. brevij10rus and P. heterophyllus and the rare Lewisia cantelowii which grows 
on cliffs, very steep ones. A few of its small pink blooms were still in evi
dence. Zauschneria californica spread its flaming flowers here and there along 
the banks of the river. 

Then came the annual meeting of the Northwestern members of the American 
Penstemon Society, this year held in Reno, Nevada. As a detailed account of 
this affair will be found elsewhere in this Bulletin, I can dispense with that. 
I arrived early and was privileged to enjoy a horseback ride and neighborhood 
"cl am bake" with the APS hosts, Carl and Shirley Backman. Before that I had en
joyed wandering through Old Virginia City, the rejuvenated ghost town and site 
of the fabulous Comstock Lode. P. speciosus grow in those hills as they do on 
Peavine Mountain, on the lower reaches of which the Backman's ranch is located. 
I am nursing some seedlings of this beautiful wildflower at home. 

Mid-July found me traveling south of Reno to Carson Pass and making the 
three mile hike to Lake Winnemucca, the main object being to finally see 
?rimula suffrutescens in bloom. The year before I had been there in mid-August 
which, in that dry summer, had been too late. This year, the entire area, where 
it grows in great patches, was covered with snow. So I will try again next year. 

Earlier, the weekend of July 4th, a bunch of American Rock Garden members, 
many also being members of the APS, met at Cook and Green Pass which is just 
south of the Oregon border in the Klamath Mountains, a portion of the Siskiyou 
Range. Getting there involved a forty-plus mile drive west down alongside the 
beautiful Klamath River, then up and ever upward an houris drive on a narrow, 
very twisting road into the high mountains. There, with Wayne Roderick leading 
a most enthusiastic crowd, Copper Butte and its Lewisia cotyledon, P. davidsonii, 
etc., were thoroughly inspected. On Saturday, a long day was enjoyed following 
an old mining road under Copper Buttes where a great array of choice plants 
abound. Tall beargrass is there generously scattered for miles in the shrubbery 
on the mountainsides. The large clumps of 8teUaria (sp.) drew much attention 
as did the many spreading plants of p. davi~gonii with great masses of blue-lav
ender blossoms. Lewisia lena and Lewisia cotyledon both grow in the more rocky 
areas here. 

The above activities were somewhat marred by a heavy rainstorm that made the 
campfire and hot cottee very welcome indeed. Most present, including yours 
truly, were reluctant to sleep another night in their cars so it was back home 
for most of us that Sunday night. 

Trip by Mrs. Ramona Osburn. Jacksonville, Oregon 

In early July Ronald and trna Frank and their friend Lorna from Surrey came 
to see the Siskiyous. Lawrence took them to Whiskey Peak and Pilot Rock, and a 
group of us went with them to Kangaroo Lake, which is about 6 miles off the road 
that goes from Gazelle to Callaghan. It is a lovely alpine lake with rocky 
cliffs rising above it. We found Dicentra pauciflora, a small and quite pretty 
form of Fritillaria atropupuria, Darlingtonia, a lovely white Hesperochiron-like 
flower that Lawrence thinks is probably a Phacelia, Dodecatheon alpina (I think) 
and, high up on the cliffs, the rosiest, largest-flowered P. newberryi I have 
ever seen--as eye-catching as rupicola. 

About two weeks ago a small group drove to Cook and Green Pass and hiked 
along the Kangaroo Mine Road and then up to the high ridge between the Applegate 
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and Klamath Rivers. This is a rich botanical area. There is a grove of Brewer 
Spruce, and scattered specimens of Baker Cypress. PeZZaea br~eri grows in the 
marble outcrops and PoZY8tiahum Zemoni among the peridotite. In early Sept. 
Gentiana aaZyao8a EpiZobium obaordatum are breath-taking in their beauty. 
Among the penstemons are rupiaoZa, parvulus, Zaetu8, nemor08US, and the gray 
leaved lavender flowered da8anthera that also grows at Castle Lake. This area, 
part of what has long been called the Red Buttes, but in Rare II is now known as 
the Kangaroo Roadless area and has a good chance of being given wilderness sta
tus. 

Trip by Mrs. Chet Chatfield (Thelma), Seattle, Washington 

June 30, 1978 

Before we left Margaret William1s garden in Sparks, Nev., she marked on a 
map some areas rewarding to visit. One led us up a long dusty track to a de
serted mine and tumbled down shacks. There we found P. paZmeri, clear pink with 
gray leaves, growing in the sage brush. It stood 21 to 30" high and very ro
bust. The leaves clasped the stem in an interesting manner, notched but smooth 
toward the twisting tip. Would ltke to draw that one. Cliff walked on along 
the old road to find the exact spot Margaret had indicated. He found a large 
drift of plants near the creek, some in the lilac tones, and a rattlesnake! He 
clutched his paZmeri specimens and departed that spot. 

Another suggestion took us up a wide canyon with an interesting trail at the 
end--mostly still under snow. Coming down we stopped at a couple of gorgeous 
rock outcroppings--surely no lovelier this side of heaven. These were of a taw
ney golden brown color with horizontal ridges and planes so one could walk along 
them. Little sun-loving ferns grew here, and tiny erigerons, among other trea
sures. Below, in the soil, were numerous plants of 6" mertensia and a very gray 
little violet, leaves dissected but flat on the ground. Flowers yellow with 
amber reverse. Haven1t had time to look it up yet. We also found a tiny blue 
one, in two stations, with a more conventional violet leaf and a tiny spur. 

All the time we were seeing more and more pents than we had ever seen on a 
trip of this kind. From time to time we would meet up with Birdie Padavich and 
husband from North Bend, and her sister Izetta Renton, who also loves these 
little violets. They were driving a lovely new motor home and trailing a tiny 
green car for scooting around in .. Usually the first words were "Did you see ... ?" 
They were as delighted as we were with the wealth of flowers. It seems that the 
moisture of the past winter and spring brought many more flowers than usual. All 
of the hills, usually dry by now, wore a veil of soft green. We also met up with 
Helen and Joe Moodie and son, who is a photographer. They were part of the 
Seattle group but took a slightly different route than we did. The pents we 
found puzzled us all as they are so different from our dasantheras. 

Trip by George Yingling 

IN SEARCH OF P. SmaZZii--it all began in a rather subtle way. I had be
longed to the APS during the latter part of the 150s and the earlyl60s. At 
that time, I noted that one James Bradfield of Barnesville, Ohio had considerable 
knowledge and experience with penstemons. Barnesville is east of here and not 
too far from West Virginia. I did not know him and did not meet him during 
that time. 
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I gave up gardening at that time and was not able to take it up again until 

I retired in 1973. Upon rejoining the APS in 1976, I noted the absence of James 
Bradfield's name in the membership list of the 1976 Bulletin. For some reasons 
I presumed he was dead and mentioned that fact to Ralph Bennett in a Robin let
ter. I heard from Ralph who was considerably disturbed to hear of Jim's death. 
They had been good friends. Since Ralph did not know of Jim's death, I decided 
that I had better investigate. I called information in Barnesville and learned 
that there was no James Bradfield living at the address I gave (one taken from 
an old Bulletin). However, the operator said there were other Bradfields listed 
so I had her give me one of the phone numbers and proceeded to dial it. The 
lady who answered the phone said that James Ely, as she called him, was very 
much alive and had moved to Lebanon, Ohio. Lebanon is only 18 miles south of 
where I live. I called him on the phone and learned that the reason his name 
was not shown on the membership roles was that he had forgotten to pay his dues. 
Yes, he was still a member and was growing penstemons. It so happened that he 
and his wife were leaving for England and Scotland the next day and it would be 
several week~ before ~e could get together. You see, I had never met anyone 
else belonging to the APS and was anxious to do so. He said he would call me 
the third week in August. I told him I would be in North Carolina at that time 
and would not return until August 28. When he learned of my going to North 
Carolina, he said that he had found P. smallii in the mountains near Blowing 
Rock many years ago and probably had been the first to provide seeds of P. 
smallii to the APS seed exchange. I decided then and there that I would search 
the mountains around Blowing Rock for P. smallii. And that is how my adventure 
started for it turned out to be an adventure. 

We left Dayton on the 5th of August and proceeded to Chapel Hill, N. C. 
where my wife's sister lives. While there, I went to the University of North 
Carolina Botanical Gardens to see whether I could find anyone there with knowl
edge of penstemons and their location in that part of the country. After get
ting the usual blank stare from several people when I mentioned the name pen
stemon and beardtongue, I found an employ, a Mr. Rob Gardner, who knew what I 
was looking for. He stated that there were a few plants along the nature trail 
near the entrance. He thought that they were adjacent to a poke berry bush 
which h~d fallen across the path. Looking at his notes, he said that he thought 
they were P. laevigatus. He also showed me a book entitled, Manual of Vascular 
Flora of the Carolinas, which contained maps of the location of penstemons in 
the Carolinas. The locations were shown by counties which is very helpful. I 
have included some of the maps as a matter of possible interest to you. 

I asked if I could Xerox the pages dealing with penstemons but there was no 
Xerox machine in his building. However, he said that I could find a copy of the 
manual in the Botany building along with a Xerox. I followed his instructions 
and was able to borrow the manual and make copies of what I wanted. 

Afterwards, I wandered down the nature trail and found three stalks of the 
penstemon by the poke berry bush, just as he had said, and I collected a few 
seed pods to take home. 

Leaving Chapel Hill, we went to Sanford where we attended a family reunion 
(my wife's side of the family, the McNair clan). Sanford is in the edge of 
"peach country" and is where the red clay of the Piedmont country ends and the 
sand of the Sand Hills begins. It is said that Sanford is the only place in 
the world where one can stand knee deep in red mud and have sand blown in one's 
face. We traveled around that section of North Carolina, visiting kin folk and 
eating peaches the size of small cantaloupe, but spotting no penstemons. There 
should be some P. australis and P. laevigatus in that section of the country but 
since it was after blooming season, they were hard to locate. No one knew what 
I was talking about and I did not have time to search out anyone who did. 
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Later, we went to Salisbury, where I grew up, to visit a cousin of my wife. 

There I drove out to Brown's nursery and found that Mr. Brown knew what I was 
talking about. H~ went inside his house and brought out some slides and had 
one dated in 1954 of P. aanesaens which he had found in a meadow near his home. 
He had taken a wild flower course of some sort at N. C. State University when 
he was in school there and had many wild flower slides including the penstemon 
slide. The slide was quite good and the bloom was a nice lavender color. He 
did not know of any P. srmUii or other types in that location. Salisbury is 
not in the mountains so I did not expect to find any but I thought he might know 
a specific spot in the mountains where I could locate a colony. 

Later in the week, we went to Winston-Salem, where I was born. and I visited 
the Reynolds Gardens there, a fabulous place. but found no one with knowledge of 
penstemon locations. 

My wife departed for Montreat, near Asheville, to attend a church-related 
meeting. During the several days she was there, I traveled to the Park Seed Co. 
in Greenwood, S. C. and also roamed around the mountains. Park is a splended 
place to visit and I got very nice treatment there. I was particularly inter
ested to learn why the dwarf gloxina seeds I had gotten from them were not dwarf. 
I got beautiful but huge plants. I was taken to the research building and had a 
delightful conversation with a young horticulturist. He also showed me two 
groups of penstemon 'Crystal', one on each side of the walk just outside of the 
research building. There were three plants in each group and they were very 
green and healthy. They had been placed there for observation, particularly 
over the winter.· I was tempted to ask for some cuttings, for the plants had 
long stems, but I resisted. That is a marvelous place to visit and is my favor
ite seed company. I order most of my seeds from Park; Cox Arboretum orders many 
seeds from Park, also. 

l' headed for the mountains, first of all to buy some coarse-ground corn meal 
and coarse grits at the Mabry Millon the Blue Ridge Parkway. I made my pur
chases and headed back down the Parkway to Boone, where I planned to visit the 
Boone Gardens, hoping to find P. smallii there. Volunteers keep Boone Gardens 
in good shape and I found several ladies grooming plants there but I got the 
usual penstemon/beardtongue stare and, "pen what ... beard what?" One lady said 
that for SOt I could go into the gardens and look for penstemons. I did so but 
found none. Later, I learned that there are a few there. When I came out, one 
of the ladies told me to call Dr. Carpenter at Appalachian State University, lo
cated in Boone, since he was a wild flower authority. She gave me his home phone 
number and I proceeded to give him a buzz. He was quite familiar with penste
mons and he knew where there were a number of colonies of P. srmllii. 

He said, "Just go up Harold's Knob where the huge NASA wind-driven generat
ing plant is being built. About half-way up, take a gravel road to the left, 
the Rich Mountain Road, proceed 8 or 10 miles until, on the other side of the 
mountain, you come to Harold's Creek. All along the road by Harold's Creek, 
you will find srmUii." 

I went up the road toward the top of Harold's Knob, mi ssed the road to the· 
le!t and ended up at the huge windmill under construction with my car about to 
bOll over. What a road! Almost straight up! I back tracked, after looking 
over the site, and found the Rich Mountain Road. It turned out to be a very 
narrow road, dropping down 100 feet or so on the right and sloping up steeply 
on the left. I dreaded the thought of a car approaching around a bend ahead 
for we could not pass, but none came. Once-in-a-while, I would come to a wee 
road going steeply up or down to somebody's home or cabin. I finally reached 
the crest and came to an open field with lanes crossing the road I was travel
ing. It was beginning to get dark by this time and I wanted to look around so 
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I stopped. As soon as I got out, I spotted a plant by the side of the road with 
very pretty rose-lavender blooms with the usual two lobes up and three lobes 
down on the limb of the bloom. Looking around, I saw several acres of the 
blooms and thought I had struck IIgold ll • I plucked a number of the blooms to 
take back to my motel room to photograph, P. smaZtii for sure. I noticed, how
ever, that there'were no seed pods forming and I also noticed that the plant 
bloomed from the bottom up like a snapdragon blooms~ I had never seen a penst~
mon bloom like that. You see, I am or was not very familiar with very many pen ... 
stemons. It was also growing dark rapidly. When 1 got back to my motel room 
and prepared to photograph them, I suddenly realized that I had found a beautiful 
field of physostegia. My chin hit the floor! As you know, the bloom of physos~ 
tegia is very much like the bloom of a penstemon and in the dim light, I had 
been completely fooled. I was so intent on finding P. smaZZii that I did not 
notice the difference at first. 

The next morning I arose early and retraced my route, this time going on 
down the other side of the mountain. Every now and then I stopped at what I 
thought was a likely place and looked for penstemons, seed-heads, that is for I 
did not expect to find any in bloom that late in August. None were to be found. 
When I reached Harold's Creek, I searched all morning and into the afternoon 
with no luck. A mowing machine had been along and had cut all of the growth 
down. However, I thought I might see seed-heads in the rubble. Finally, in the 
early afternoon, I spotted the typical seed-head. I parked the car and started 
gathering pods and put them in a paper poke (bag to you Yankees). Suddenly, I 
noticed a wee yellow flower with five petals on one of the plants from which I 
was about to pluck a pod. I stopped short and took a good look at the pod. It 
was shaped just like a penstemon seed-pod but had two creases on the pod in
stead of one, dividing the pod into quarters instead of halves. I had not 
found a penstemon!!! My chin hit the ground again. It is a terribly stupid 
feeling. I headed back to Boone via a blacktop road instead of the gravel road 
over the mountain and got a late lunch. 

I had to go toward Blowing Rock to reach the Blue Ridge Parkway so I de
cided to go on to Blowing Rock, about eight miles away, and look around before 
proceeding toward Montreat. At Blowing Rock, there was an outdoor display of 
crafts and art in a park in the center of town. Blowing Rock is a summer resort 
and a very pretty little town. I got out and spotted tbe Chamber of Corrmerce 
and thought I might find someone there who would know the address of a garden 
club or nursery that might know about penstemons. It was closed. Beside the C. 
of C. there was an old building bei'ng used as a library. Going in, I passed an 
elderly lady on the porch selling old books. I went in and asked the lady be.,. 
hind the desk if she was familiar with the word "penstemonll. I got the blank 
stare but when I explained what I was talking about, she told me to see Mrs. 
Wayt, on the porch. She photographed wild flowers in the mountains as a hobby 
and would probably know of their whereabouts. I introduced myself to Mrs. Wayt, 
a charming lady, and told her my problem. 

"Of course, I know penstemons,1I she said. 

Then she told me I could find a colony of P. smaZZii in front of Mrs. Penn's 
house about 5~ miles toward Grandfather's Mountain on route 221. Just go to . 
the end of the street, turn left on 221, proceed about 5~ miles until I came to 
a red house up on a high, rocky bank on the right. On that bank, alongside of 
the road, she had photographed a beautiful group of P. smaUii. Then she 
stopped suddenly and said that Mrs. Penn had told her that a mowing machine had 
been along recently and cut them all down. Mrs. Penn was very disturbed. So 
was II!! However, I thought that at that late date, they would have set seeds 
which were probably mature and I might find some in the rubble. 
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I found Mrs. Penn's house but she was not at home. I searched the bank and 

suddenly saw some seed-heads. This time they were penstemons. I gathered a 
goodly number of pods, leaving others to sprout next year. I then proceeded 
toward Montreat with a song in my heart. 

Mrs. Wayt later sent me two slides of P. smaUii that she had made during; 
the spJd ng and I had two sets copied by a very good company here in Dayton and~ 

;.sent a set to,our slide co.llection. They are very good slides and they are _ 
. §rrKJ,Uii in gaod color and with a mouth full of yellow fuzz. I shelled the seeos, 
kept some and sent the rest to our seed exchange. Thus ended the search for ,P. 
smallii. Later, I sent Mrs. Wayt a variety of penstemon seeds which she will 
share with Mrs. Penn. I will find out how they do next year. 

LIVI NGWITH PENSTEMONS 
by 

Myrtle Hebert 

(Myrtle Hebert is one of/the fouhding members of the American Penstemon Society. 
She is well known to most of us through robins, meetings, or her years of servdce 
as a seed exchange director. Here she starts a series of articles telling about 
her experiences with penstemons, and, first, how she came to knaw them.) 

Life, far me, began on· a farm.in southeastern Nebraska. I lived there until 
I was seven, when my parents sold their farm and baught a ranch in central ManT 
tana, in the foathills af the Big Snawy Mountains. Our sectian af Nebraska was 
mastly level, but with same rolling hills, and laid aut with raads an section, 
lines like a huge checkerboard. We left there in March, boarding ane af the ald
time emigrant trains. at Yark. Thase trains had a caach far the passengers in: 
frant, but pulled freight cars laaded with their furniture, small livestack, 
taals ar what-have-yau, in the rear. 

I We gat safely as far as Lombard, Montana, when ~e ran into. a track blackag~. 
Heavy snaw and rock slides had closed the route. Lombard was a railroad junc- t 

tian carved aut of the side af a mountain, with a river flawing below and sheer 
cli-ffs around.. No. raadsledta' it, but there were some riding trails in. We 
were stalled there for a few days,. staying at the only hote.l, which was run by' 
Chinese - Billy Kee and·kinfolk. Mr; Kee's wife was canfined to her own apart
ment in the rear of the building,' fallowing Chinese custom; later an public 
apinian farced Mr. Kee to. allaw her to. meet and mingle with the tawnsfalk. I, 
remember climbing the mountain back of the hotel with my grandfather, and how we 
carved. our initials in a rock. Lombard is no langer a town, ar on any map. 

With the tracks repaired,·werode on to the end of the railroad line, where 
we were met by frei ght outfits, with a team and wagon for the family to dri ve. 
It was a two day trip across unfenced, unsettled country, following only the ; 
deeply rutted trail left by the freighters. All goods reached Lewiston by wagon, 
at that time. Our first Chinook wind met us on that drive: the warm southwest 
wind which can change deep snowdrifts into gurgling streamlets in a few hours.! 
We spent the night at a stage stop called Ubet. now only a bronze marker beside 
a highway. My only memory of Ubet is the beautiful display of Indian beaded 
goads, gauntlets, belts and moccasins. Then on to Lewiston. and beyond; our 
ranch was just eight miles fram town, in the Casino Creek valley. 

Central Montana was then, in 1902, a wildflower paradise. Many of the tre~s
ures we saw then have been completely wiped out by cultivation and overgrazing. 
But that first year aroused in me an interest in wildflowers that has grown over 
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the years. From the first pasque flower, about April 1st. until the last aster 
in late fall, there was an unending panorama of bloom. 

I spent eleven years growing up on the ranch, then married. For some time 
after that things were constantly changing. We took l!P a homestead while my 
husband, who had been· reared in the mining industry, worked in the nearby coal 
mines at Lehigh. With that ordeal over, we moved down into the Montana Bad- ' 
lands, locally called liThe Brakes," and ran a private mine there for about four 
years. The Badlands, near the Missouri River, are picturesque but not a com
fortable place to live--no grass or shrubbery, just sagebrush and rattlesnakes. 
We had to haul our water a couple of miles. That experience was followed by 
three years of farming on the benchland above the Brakes. 

By that time, the late 1920's, we had several children who needed to get to 
a good school. We moved into Denton, Montana, where my husband went to work for 
the railroad. continuing to do so until he retired. almost twenty-five years 
later. 

(Denton was a railroad town, "all of two streets wide," at the edge of the 
foothills in the center of the state. Here their six children grew up; here 
they had a permanent home, with a water supply. Myrtle could start a real gar
den, like the one her parents had, with vegetables and cultivated flowers. 'Her 
Pennsylvania Dutch-and-Amish mother and English born-and-reared father had always 
loved wildflowers, but did not grow them. Sometimes, now, Myrtle would walk out 
from town along the railroad track, admiring the native flowers that grew so 
thickly along the right-of-way, a spot she later found to be an excellent source 
of plants.) 

Penstemon collecting began, for me, closely following the dust bowl years 
of the late thirties, which had wiped out my struggling garden of cultivated 
flowers. I began to bri ng in. to the garden the wil dl ; ngs whi ch had surv1 ved, in 
the sod of the hillsides and pastures, better, than anything had in the loose dry 
b 1 owdi rt that had once been gardens. At fi rs t I co 11 ected qui te ,a few di fferent 
species and types of plants, but gradually centered on penstemons and a few other 
favorites, though it was only gradually that I learned their scientific names. 
Locally, of course, wildflowers in the garden were looked on as the vagaries of 
a not quite sane mind. I heard many comments like, II Why , I saw that weed down 
in my pasture. 1I 

In the nearby foothills grew Penstemon nitidus typious, with the roundish 
fleshy leaves of dry-land plants, and the greener foothills type, P. nitidus 
poZyphyZZus. Both have exquisite blue flowers, like bits of deep summer sky. I 
never succeeded in getting the pink variant form into my garden, but it was 
plentiful in some areas, intermingling with the more abundant blue. 

P. ePianthepus typiaus, its large lavender-purple flowers each with a mouth
ful of golden fuzz, and the form saZiens, which has greener foliage and comes 
from mountain areas, both did well in the Denton garden. The typicus is a dry
lander, with densely downy grey leaves. 

p. pseudoprooepus, sometimes listed as a subspecies of P. attenuatus, grew 
in the foothills also, and at times in my garden, but only at times. It is one 
of the larger flowered of a class of tiny-flowered penstemons, with clear blue 
corollas and neat foliage. 

P. aZbidus varies greatly, in the wild, from tall scraggly plants with 
dingy colored off-white flowers, to a delightful form I found 1n the edge of the 
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Brakes. It was a dwarf, compact, with clear white f10wers and just a flush of 
pink in the throat, and with the'alwa~s conspitubus black' anthers like velvet 
dots. 

Bythi's 'time, I had collected the 'nearby species and'bee~ 6ittent>y the pen
stemon bug, so I began toro~m farther; afield in ~ea~ch of other sR~cies. My 
plant collecting was jncidental,'tied in loosely with visits to relatives and 
fr'fends or hunting and fishi.ng trips. Montana is a land of vast expanses; long 

, drives were an everyday occurence. Also, with my husband working on the rail
road, I <tiada free pass to ride the trains. In later Denton ,years, a son attend
ing the university at Missoula, a daughter living ,in Shoshone, Wyoming. another 
daughter and son in Washington State, a sister in California, andmahygardening 
"pen friends" gave me ,exGuses for using that pass rather liberally. Wherever I 
went, I gel'lerallytook :a 'trowel and somenewspapet's, along, just in case there was 

, , a,p lant'tq bri,r1gh~e. ' 

Among these new finds were P. aZbertinus, with compact 'spikes of deepest 
blue, and P. wildoxii, with lighter blue flowers, which came from the western 
part of the 'state. P. wiZeoxii is found in two distinct forms. The one from 
western Montana has 1inear-1anceo1'6te leaves of pale green, with very few teeth. 
The form;:n eastern Oregon has ovate leaves of dark green, evenly serrate. 
FJ owers 'se,em " denti ca 1 in the two forms, wi th the lower 1 i P protrudi ng noti ceab 1y 
in both.' , 

" The Bi tterrootMountai ns ,the only reported source for P. flaveseens, fur
nished me ,that species. ,It was never happy in the alkaline soil at Denton, but 
wit'httleadditioti of acid elements to the soil, revived and became a transformed 
plant. It forms compact mounds ,of foliage, topped by' little flowers ranging 
froJTlcreamto pa;le yellow. 

(As Myrtle collected, she also began to learn about the species she was 
finding, reading~hat books and, magazines were available, and corresponding with 
other garCiener,s. ) " ' ", " " ' 

'; j \,' " < , 

My first wildflower book 'was a volume caned Wild Flowers, by Homer House, 
whiCh was bought, by, the pooled savings of my children'S vacation, jobs, for my 

, birthday. l'ha'tand' a copy of Pennell's SerophuZarlaeeae of the Roeky Mountains 
'from the,U. S.' Dept. of Agriculture, were mY'referentesfora long time. I also 
'took FTower GrdWer and Horticulture magazines, and several amateur leaflets with 
short articles by readers and pages of ads, "For sale", "Wanted" and "Trade". 
Exchanges like this were one of the best ways to build a garden in those days, 
when money was scarcer" and postage in line with the almost forgotten penny post
a 1. For fi ve years, I wrote a mon;th 1y column in one of those 1 eaf1 et magazi nes , 
which put me in touch with many gardeners. 

One of the early seed exchanges was started, about 1940, by two ladies in 
Iowa, who sent penny postcards to a list of gardeners, possibly a seedsman's 
list. I got one, asking if I would be interested in exchanging home-saved seeds, 
and if so, to send names of what 1 had. Eventually the list was compiled, with 
addresses of dO,nors to whom we wrote di rect1y. That exchange 1 asted for perhaps 
ten years and brought together many congenial gardeners and a wide diversity of 
plant material. Through it, I met several penstemon enthusiasts. including Arnel 
Priest and Clara Bangs. 

It was Amel Priest who called to our attention the budding pens ternan round 
robin, which Clara and I both joined. This brought penstemon fans from all 
across the country in touch with each other, widening our scope and deepening 
our interest. This. too, was about the time I began corresponding with the 
seedsman, Rex Pearce, and collecting certain wildflower seeds for him. In 
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exchange he sent me what I selected from his extensive seed list; along with 
the seeds came helpful suggestions and information. In Pearce's early days he 
had traveled and collected in the West,· so his knowledge helped my interest in 
the western penstemons. Frank Rose, of Missoula. Montana, was another wild
flower dealer who helped by identifying some of my doubtful species. 

From sources unremembered now I received seeds of P. aZpinus~ a charming 
rather dwarf habroanthus. with wee red buds strung like beads along stems that 
develop into sturdy branches of deep blue bells. P. glabero" a larger habroan
thus distinquished by creamy white throat and lighter blue flowers, did excep
tionally well at Denton. I had a dainty rose form, briefly, but it was dwarfer 
and more delicate, lasting only a couple of years. 

P. unilatepalis" on the other hand, made itself very much at home in my 
garden. It bloomed lavishly, self-seeded generously, and became a permanent 
resident. The tall stems are almost leafless, the leaves pale green linear
lanceolate. The flowers, as the name suggests. face all one way, their colors 
ranging from lavender through light blues to deep purple, often veined with 
maroon or purple. This was probably the heaviest bloomer in the Denton garden. 

Through exchange I secured P. barobatus in type form, and also P. barobatus 
torryi" which has narrower corolla tubes and taller stems, is slightly more viv
id in color and lacks the hairs on the lower lip that are a featl,Jre of the type. 
Both forms were hardy in Montana, and bloomed well. 

P. aobaea I grew with dubious success. It tended to winterkill, but on 
occasion did bloom, rather scantly. A huge flower, and nice foliage, tho"'9h. 

P. [JI'andijZoI'Us was more at home in Montana. The lavender form did well; 
the pure white was less reliable, but is a beautiful spotless white with velve
ty texture. 

For several years I had what was identified as a pink variety of P. speaio
sus from New Mexico. It was a lovely thing and seemed to come reasonably true 
from seed, even though a variant form. 

By this time the American Penstemon Society was being organized, but the 
story of its beginnings, of Ralph Bennett and other early members, of plant 
collecting trips by members and of early work in hybridizing, had better wait 
for a later issue. 

PENSTEMONS FOR THE ROCK GARDEN 
by 

Mada1ene Modic 

Penstemons are becoming great favorites for the rock garden. In addition 
to the many species and hybrid seeds offered by our APS seed exchange, sixty
seven varieties of penstemon seeds were offered by the American Rock Garden 
Society's seed exchange thls past spring. 

The late Dr. Worth wrote a few years ago that he could report with pleas
ure that a race of small shrubby species appropriate to the rock garden is prov
ing for the most part remarkably tolerant to the eastern conditions and is grad
ually becoming available to the general public. Even now, one must know the 
species that will do well in the rock garden so that when they are offered, one 
must not hesitate for all too few are ever offered. 



It is 
penstemons 
some easy, 
habitate. 

Penstemons: 

abietinus 

a good policy to ask one's friends living in that area where the 
grow to collect seed for one. Here is a list of rock gard~n types, 
some difficult. The hard-to-find species I will give their native 
Others can be found in seed lists from time to time. 
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Easy but sensitive to winter winds, green leaved creeper, light blue flpw~ 
. ers,looks much like pinifoUus. 

aZpinus 
A great favorite. Stiff upright stems, dense spike, no basal leaves, blue 
flowers, neutral to limy soil, rarely long-lived. 

aZbertinus 
Grows on rocky soil on cliffs. Dwarf, light bue flowers, easy but not 10ng-
1 i ved. 

aZbidus 
6 to 12 inches, small grayish leaves, small bugle-shaped pink flower$, 
sandy, gravelly soil-dry. Grows in the Great Plains. 

aridus 
Thick mat of gray green leaves like a mossy Dianthus. Big Horn Mountains, 
West, Va. 

barrettiae 
Makes a round mound instead of a spreading clump, the leaves are long and 
fleshy like a sedum, grayish-green with tinges of silver and purple. 
Flowers are lavender to purple. Needs winter protection. 

caespitosus 
A creeper looking much like a PhZox subZata. For semi-scree with a bit of 
shade where low flat rocks offer a bit of shelter and excess moisture 
never lingers yet the soil does not go dry. 

canescens 
Sometimes with crimson flowers. Need$ porus, gravelly soil, sand stone 
and shale. Found in West Va. and Kentucky. 

caPdweZZii 
One of the showiest of the shrubby ones. Leaves are leathery and dark 
green. 

cardweZZii 'John Backer ' 
A Bruce Meyers hybrid in white and apple-green 1eages. 

cinereus 

caryi 

4 to 16 inches, linear foliage, light blue flowers. Found in Oregon. 

Low plant with linear leaves, blue flowers, sandy alkaline soilT Found in 
the Big Horn Mountains of Wyoming. 

confertus 
Has cream colored tiny flowers on low stems and easy to grow. 



davidsonii 
Tiny dark green, shiny toothed leaves with large purple flowers on erect 
short stems, very choice and easy. 

Zinarioides ssp coZoradoensis 
The best small shrubby, to 6 inches, silvery leaves are evergreen, small 
lavender flowers. Does not like sun. Found near Flagstaff, Arizona. 

menziesii 
Often 1.isted alone or as a subspecie of davidsonii. 

montanus 
A good low growing specie with rich red-purple flowers. Grows in high lime 
slides. Not easy. 

newbe1"ryi 
Glossy green leaves with red flowers forming loose spreading mounds. Ever
green. 

nitidus 
One of the best loved species. It sends up one to many stiff, erect, stems, 
6 to 8 inches with flowers in brilliant sky-blue. Not easy. 

pinifoZius 
With dull dark green needle-like leaves, its effect is like heather. 

puZcheZZum 
Mat-forming, sky-blue flowers. Seeds from Drakes (Scotland). 

pro cereus ssp toZmiei 
Quite different from type, dwarf, deep blue flowers in thick, short heads. 
Sturdy and not difficult. Leaves vary from tiny to large. 

roezZi 
Brilliant rose-red, low shrublet. Seeds from Drakes. 

eZZipticus 
It has a strong resemblance to cardWeZZii but is lower growing with purple 
flowers and dark green leaves. Rock hugging. 

haZZii 
Found in loamy, loose soil on south facing slopes and does well in peat 
scree. Not easy to establish. Found around Denver, Colorado. 

harbouri 
Found by Mr. Harbour on a wind-swept rock slide on Mt. McClellan, Colorado, 
Planted in granit grit and hop compost with sand around the crowns and it 
behaved well. 

humiZes 
Makes neat, lovely rosettes of dark green to bluish green oblong leaves. 
Very showy bright blue flowers. 
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hirsutus ssp pygmaeus 

Low mat of oval leaves with decumbent stems of pale violet flowers. 
Loved by all rock gardeners. Easy. 

jamesii 
Has a dense tuft of grass-like leaves and quite leafy all the way to the 
flowers with long narrow leaves. Flowers are pinkish-lavender. Native to 
dry alkaline regions. 

rupicoZa 
This is the most spectacular specie in the wild. It has. brillian~ •. coral 
rose, glistening flowers with grayish leaves trailing down from the.cliffs. 
The new growth makes it lovely out of. bloom. Plantings in the wild have a 
northern exposure and are shaded in the late afternoon by an overbanging 
rock. Needs 1/2 coarse grit and the other half made up of acid leaf mold 
or rotted pine needles. 

serphyUiJoUus 
Much like menziesii but with toothed leaves. Needs half shade with good 
drainage and a mulch of stone chips. 

virens 

xyZus 

Collected on steep hillsides. A ground hugging type forming mats with blue 
flowers on short stems. Probably best grown in a scree. Found around 
Denver, Colorado. 

From eastern Utah, ,makes mats set with deep blue f"low.ers and is at home 
in the garden 

I made this list from the penstemon bulletins for I have not grown them all 
so do not write from experience. 

HINTS FOR BEGINNERS WITH PENSTEMONS 
by 

Ralph W. Bennett 

There are about 235 di.fferent species of penstemons, so naturally there are 
all kinds, even when it comes to difficulty of culture. Some kinds are so easy 
that no directions at all are necessary. Others are so difficult that very few 
people have been able to.get them to bloom well. I am sorry to say that in look
ing over a couple of catalogues I find that the ones offered include as many 
difficult ones as easy ones, with no hint to the uninitiated· as to which are 
which. Until you have worked with penstemons for a year or two~ you will be wise 
to stay away from the difficult ones. You are very likely to be disappointed in 
them, and while you are new to penstemons your enthusiasm for them may not be 
strong enough to withstand an initial disappointment. It is much wiser to grow 
first some that you will. have a good chance of succeeding with. As you get a 
little used to penstemons, you will find yourself adding more and more kinds, and 
you may even take a try at the really difficult ones. 

Of course you immediately:ask', How is a beginner going to distinguish be
tween the easy and the difficult ones? Unfortunately, he had no way to do it. 
The ass'umption that species from high elevations will be difficult at low eleva
tions will be difficult at low elevations, applicable to some k,inds of plants, 
is not applicable to penstemons. Some of the high-elevation species are easy in 
lowland gardens. You can't assume that species from southern habitats will not 
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be hardy in cold climates. Some species from Mexico are hardy as far north as 
Washington city. The only guide is experience or advice from someone who has 
grown them. Members who live in your own part of the country and who write 
regularly about penstemons will be glad to advise our readers about their exper
i ence. 

Should we start with purchased plants or seeds? Penstemons are fairly easy 
to raise from seed, so it would seem natural that persons wanting a large number 
of plants would tend to raise most of them from seed. But it generally takes 
two years to get blooming size plants from seed and most people who have become 
interested in penstemons will want to see some bloom the first year. Therefore 
the acquisition of some plants is advisable. There are not a great many species 
available from nurseries, but just a few kinds will be enough to give a grower 
some experience, enough that he will no longer be just a beginner. Nearly every
one who raises penstemons from seed gets more plants than he has room for in his 
garden and will be glad to give some to other society members. The robins should 
be one effective means to get surplus plants into the hands of other members who 
want to try them. 

If you buy plants from a nursery, get them from as near home as possible. 
Penstemons do not travel as well as most other plants and there is a possibility 
that after a long journey in a closed container they may arrive so weak that they 
will not recover. This possibility is less for persons living in the West and 
Mid-West, and greatest for those in the East. If you. have to get the plants 
from a far-distant nursery, treat them with the greatest of care. Protect them 
from drying out by shading them from the hot sun, .and at the same time protect 
them from excessive rains, if such protection is possible. If the plants arrive 
during a muggy or rainy spell, it would be safest to put them in a co1dframe un
der glass until the weather becomes favorable. 

While enjoying the bloom from purchased plants, it is certainly the wise 
course. to get some seeds planted as soon as possible. 

There has been a great deal of discussion about the best soil for penste
mons and there is still a certain diversity of opinion. Many of our members are 
growing them successfully in ordinary garden soil, while others say that we 
should put them into a very stony .soil, what rock gardeners call a scree. The 
climate is usually the factor which determines what kind of soil we should use. 
In a dry climate, such as that in the central states, many species wi 11 not re
quire a scree soil and may even do better in ordinary soil. In a climate where 
there are likely to be long wet spells, a scree may be a necessity if longevity 
is desired. The drought-loving species (like ePianthepus) will almost never 
reach blooming size in ordinary s011. For the so-called rock garden types (like 
menziesii) it is usually recommended that we use a stony soil, though we have 
some reports of their doing well in ordinary soil. 

One important point in growing penstemons is that they will not live over 
the winter if they have too much dampness at their feet. Wet soil in late 
spring, when they are in bloom, and in summer, after they bloom, will cause many 
plants to die. 

To reduce losses from wet soil to a minimum, several precautions may be 
taken. (1) By .growing penstemons in elevated beds or on sloping surfaces we can 
increase the natural drainage; (2) By lightening the soil through the addition 
of gravel or ashes, we can· improve its drainage still further; and (3) By put
ting gravel or small stones under the crowns of plants we can insulate the lower 
foliage somewhat from the damp soil. 



Coal ashes mixed into the soil are excellent for improving drainage. but 
they must either be from hard coal or they must have stood outdoors for at 
least a year so that any injurious substances in them will have been leached 
out. Do not sift the ashes if they are from pea coal. Small pieces of coal 
will not do any harm. They can be present up to one third of the total .. 
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Cutting the stems back as soon as the flowers fade will go a long way toward 
making the plants longer-lived. Penstemons bloom very heavily and use up a lot 
of their strength in that way. A heavy seed formation following a heavy produc
tion of flowers is often more than the plants can stand. It is good practice, 
in order to conserve the strength of all kinds of penstemons in their first year, 
never to let them set a heavy lot of seeds in that year. 

Penstemons are sun-loving plants. We should never overlook that fact. The 
best results will generally be obtained if the plants are given the sunniest lo
cations in the garden. However, if you do not have any location that is in full 
sun all day, you can usually get enough bloom to suit you if you give them the 
most sun that you can. 

Penstemons seem to be quite indifferent to tree root competition. They 
often grow in pine groves in nature. This makes them of special value to people 
with gardens near trees. Many garden flowers will not do well near trees. With 
penstemons you do not need to be afraid to put them on banks where other things 
will not grow or in locations full of tree roots. 

Penstemons in nature are among the most drought-resistant of all plants. 
After they become well established in the garden, which usually requires two 
years at least, they wi 11 stand any amount of drought without any bad effects. 
This makes them valuable for hot, dry banks and other places where the plants 
cannot be kept watered in dry spells. But during their first two years they 
should be guarded against drying out the same as any other plants. 

PROPAGATING HINTS 
by 

Mrs. Ned M. Lowry 

A method live been using for cuttings of dryland species, worked beautifully 
(100%) on P. gairdneri cuttings this year. The cuttings are rooted in crushed 
pumice, the pumice kept moist, and the pot placed where it receives no direct 
sun, but plenty of light and warmth. 

The latter conditions are nicely provided by keeping such pots of cuttings, 
in a tray in the greenhouse, under the bench (our greenhouse does not have solid 
side walls). Worked well with phlox species and many others too. 

The pumice for rooting cuttings, was also recommended by Birdie Padavich 
and Izetta Renton, who had both used it successfully. 

The latter also recommended placing newly taken cuttings. secured on col
lecting trips, in wet paper towels and kept as cool and shaded as possible. Some 
even formed roots in the moist towels. 
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REPORTS ON THE BEHAVIOR OF PENSTEMONS IN GARDENS 

(Arranged geographically from northwest to northeast) 

Editor's note ... Becoming editor in late August posed problems in having access 
to robins and sources of garden and trip reports. Robin Directors have worked 
hard to supply me with all the material they could garner as late robins made 
their circuit. If your report is not up-to-date or if we have missed you, 
please understand our problem and forgive us. Next year we should be better 
organized and will have everything in order. 

Mr. Thomas H. Cain, Jerseyville, Ontario, Canada 

My penstemon report is a plus and a minus. The minus is that my seedlings, 
after being chewed and ingested by variou$ slllgs and other critters in the cold 
frame, in early fall, then were covered with very deep snow. I thought that all 
would be snug as a bug (a dangerous way of thinking) in a rug, but when I opened 
the frame, after the snow melted around it, I found it was completely full of 
ice, apparently from melting drifts. All the pents were drowned, and several 
other dryish-growing plants. 

I did winter a few first year seedlings, in individual pots in the cellar 
and they simply sat there in the cool, with a little water now and then, and in~ 
dicated when they were ready to grow. That way I can see what is going on. 

The pent plus is that, in spite of the rather late seed list, my 8 varie
ties chosen from it, although sown less than a month ago, are ALL up. I can't 
quite believe it, since all but one are species and all are westerners. 

What I did was this (and I must try to remember it myself): I planted 
them in mid-April, in Ralph's mixture of equal parts of sand and peat (the peat 
having been soaked for days beforehand, in water laced with benlate). No water
ing needed. the peat already contains lots. I firmed the mixture in little 
pots, put the seed on top, pressed it in a bit, and th~n sprinkled a little sand 
on top. to barely cover the seed (if it was very fine. I avoided this step). 

Each pot was sealed in a plastic freezer bag, and allowed to sit for a few 
days (2-4) until seed coats presumably were moist. Then I put the pots in the 
freezer, then out for a day, then in again, for 2-3 weeks. Then I put them out 
on the porch, where they receive indirect light and some touches of sun. 

Most of the seeds came up within a week of arriving on the porch--the first 
warm day seemed to do it. Among those in attendance are P. procerus tolmeii, 
brandegei, ovatus, azureus, euglaucus, a menziesii hybrid and Marshall's 'Debut' 
hybrid. 

Also it looks like seedlings are coming up in the frame where their sib
lings drowned, probably last year's ungerminated seeds. 

Mrs. C. W. Harvey, Kitchner, Ontario, Canada 

My small plants, removed from small pots and sunk in the scree bed, in late 
fall, came through the winter, under heavy snow, in splendid form, some are bud· 
ding. All look as healthy as one could wish, after this long sleep. The pile 
of snow was, in some places, four feet deep. I started chopping away at that 
mass of ice and snow in April. I was getting quite concerned that water might 
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collect on the plants, since this particular scree is located at the bottom of 
the slope, and it faces north. Some two year old penstemons growing in another 
location, where I thought there was no danger of them coming to grief, are gone. 
The squirrels took care of the labels, I just don't know what they did to them, 
but they were all chewed up. I had the following varieties growing in th.is spot: 
P. aZbertinus, gZaber, fruticosus ssp. scouZePi and azureus. 

There are five plants in bloom now, about 6-8" tall, narrow leaves and a 
lovely blue. What are they, azureus? I like this one very much. P. menziesii 
is blooming, another favorite of mine. Strange thing is there are two clumps of 
P. menziesii growing side by side, both came from the same batch of seedlings. 
The one flowers consistently; the other has never bloomed. The same goes for 
P. pinifoZius, it has never bloomed, it just sits there. 

About 5 plants of P. heterophyZZus are almost out. I like it. P. ovatus 
is beginning to flower, not bad, but a bit tall and floppy for my small garden. 
P. smaZZii doesn't show any buds. The last one I am going to comment on is P. 
PUpicoZa. I had obtained the small plant from Lohbrunners Nursery, when I 
attended GRC in Seattle in 1976. I 'rooted about 8 cuttings from this plant. 
They are growing ina container on my back porch. Four of the plants are bloom
ing, to my delight, a lovely pink, not red, as I had expected it to be. The 
parent plant is growing outdoors in the garden; looks well but has not bloomed. 
The container with P. rupicoZa spent the winter in the unheated garage. So tell 
me why some bloom and others do not. 

Dr. Henry Marshall, Morden, Manitoba,Canada 

We are enjoying a truly miserable day. Light rain, wind and low tempera
ture. 

Not much has happened to the garden penstemons, but there are a few things 
of interest. An acquaintance brought in a plant for identification. He claimed 
it was beautiful and it did something for me, too. It was P. nitidus from the 
Pembina Valley about 20 miles from Morden. That is about 150 miles from the 
nearest reported station in Manitoba and farther from those in North Dakota. 
There are many plants on a broken shale hill facing southwest. 

We have had problems with germination in penstemon hybrids. This year we 
seeded them in pots of soil in March. They were placed in a nursery stock root 
cellar with high humidity and near freezing temperatures for a month. They germ
inated so well, with one important exception, that we could use only a small 
part of the plants. Species may be difficult, but in hybrids there is no way of 
knowing what they have inherited until they are tested. 

Aileen seems to have introduced me.* I may be a highly honored member of 
the staff at the Morden Research Station but several are paid better and I don't 
run or supervise the place, only a small part of it. I just counted the framed 
things on the wall here and found 11. Not too bad for a high school drop out! 
The dropout was for economic reasons in the early 30's, not because I was asked 
to leave. That indicates they are likely to ask me to leave present employment 
within a few years. It was 40 years last March that I appeared for work. My 
father told me that a job started on Friday would never be finished and that is 
how it is working out. 

The Canada Agriculture Research Station at Morden, like its sister stations 
across Canada, is concerned with production problems in agriculture. Since there 
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is such a variety of problems each station specializes to some extent. Our 
area is special crops, new crops, and horticulture (mainly ornamentals). At 
Brandon where I was prior to 1970, the work is mainly with cattle, swine and 
forage or feed crops. I am in charge of the display gardens near the entranc~ 
(at Morden) and breeding herbaceous perennials and roses. 

*(For the benefit of the several new members of Robin #9, I had introduced 
Henry Marshall as a highly honored member of the Morden Research Station, men~ 
tioning his having been the recipient of honorary degrees, citations, awards of 
merit, and medals, not just a few, but many, for his horticultural research on 
various plants. I had pointed out in another letter that even though a re
search station does not concentrate on penstemons, the techniques used with 
other perennials may be useful and pertinent in penstemon research--Henry has 
been into Monarda, for one example, in a big way.--Aileen McWilliam). 

Mrs. Izetta Renton, Snogualmie, WA (near Seattle) 

As I look back over the years since the Penstemon Society started and wh~t 
a small number of the beautiful species scattered over these western states we 
are growing, I wonder why so few? 

I have seen such gorgeous species growing in Wyoming, Idaho, Nevada, ArizQna 
and Montana these last couple of years, little jewels under a foot high in such 
brilliant colors and the foliage in deep green, grey-green and bluish-green. I 
am trying real hard to get them established here in my new garden. 

I have an entirely different type of terrain to garden on now, an old river 
channel with lots of large boulders to move and work into the landscape plan 1 1 
have lots of rock gardens, screes, a little pool and creek, and no lawn. 

On this place I can wheel-barrow or truck in a wonderful scree material to 
use. We still own over 100 acres here where my mobile home sits. I can get lots 
of leaf mold and rotten wood also. I use truck loads of bark as well as crushed 
rock and pea gravel. I have to buy manure by the load also. 11m starting a 
large compost pile and I use lots of peat moss too. 

I have a couple of rock gardens next to the deck on the back of my house 
that I use lots of scree material in and I can place plastic covered screens qver 
these to keep off too much rain. We get lots as we are right against the main 
cascade range of mountains. Here I am trying many of the little penstemons from 
the high plateaus of the States where I have collected these .last few years. 111 
their native habitat, they get very dry during the summer and the rain we get So 
much of in the fall is pure dynamite on them. They will look real well and have 
lots of new growth but when so much rain comes, they just die. So I prop the 
large plastic screens against the deck edge and most of the rain does not get to 
them. If they look too dry, I just lay the screens down and let them get a good 
wetting and then put the screens back up. 

I am trying several schemes to get them established and will report from 
time to time. I believe perhaps a stone wall might be a good place for them and 
I will try that next year. I would think the gardeners in the hot dry places 
would have wonderful luck with them but I did not see very many growing in the 
gardens we visited this summer in such places. If a person could just get them 
to grow well, he or she could sell all they could raise. I would love to hear 
from other people that are trying to grow these penstemons that are just right 
for the rock gardens. 
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When we go collecting, we take lock-top bags and pack scot towels around 

the roots of small plants. We dampen the first scot towel and wrap the roots, 
leaving the top exposed. We then place a dry towel over the wet one and set 
them into the bags. They travel very nicely that way. Some of the cuttings we 
took were covered with new roots when we arrived home. At night when we park, 
if possible, we set the bags out in the air and we watch to see that thei do not 
dry out. We have been very lucky, having cool nights and days which were not 
too warm. 

Here in the garden our shrubby ones such as P. menziesie and rupicola need 
a light covering of boughs over them. They would burn during the spring with 
the sun hitting them while they are frozen without some cover. I use either fir 
boughs or henlock cuttings over them. These are easy to remove in the spring 
and they do not mat down and smother the plants. I am trying some shavings over 
them this winter. I can buy a very large dump truck load of these for $35.00. 
Again, the shavings do not pack down like sawdust. In the spring, I just work 
the shavings down around the roots and all is well. Up in the high country 
where these shrubby ones live, there is snow for months and months. 

How I wish I was 20 years younger and I could have the time to try to es
tablish some of the little jewels I have seen. Some are just an inch or so high 
with such brilliant blue flowers. One species we found by the acre had gray 
foliage a few inches long and large, tubby bells of a grape purple. The soil 
there was mostly gravel and right out there in the sun which must really scorch 
them later on. We saw cliffs full of a beautiful, deep rose-colored one. Looked 
like P. newberryii. I have several of these established along the edge of the 
deck under the screen protection. Once these become well established along the 
edge of the deck, they may take more of the rain than the gray foliaged ones 
from the open plateaus. 

We would drive up to one of those open plateaus and for miles there would 
be marvelous meadows. Then down to the valley and up another hill to where the 
many penstemons would be growing, a different species but equally as fascinat
ing and just as beautiful. We hope to get back over in that country this coming 
SUmfller. We leave the motor home parked in the low lands and take the Volkswagen 
up to the high places. 

I wi 11 keep everyone informed as to what success I have. I woul d appreci
ate helpful suggestions from anyone growing these little beauties. (Editor: 
How about it, folks?) 

Charles Thurman, Mead Washington 

The Indian paintbrushes from seed are presently very beautiful and hope
fully we want to collect several species of seeds to plant this fall. If health 
returns we plan to open up more areas to sun for castillejas and penstemons, etc .• 
as these seem to be our most colorful plantings. 

Mrs. Frank Mackaness, Troutdale, Oregon 

P. barbatus is flowering in the big border. P. digitalis x caZ-ycosus is just 
ov~r and P. hirsutus pygmaes putting out second blooms. There is a huge flowered 
crlmson colored Mexican hybrid in the nursery which was mixed with P. nemoY'osus 
at one time, lodging allover the place. It is quite unattractive even though 
it has survived three winters. I just might cross it with blue P. gentianoides. 
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The more I try to mix penstemons, the more I suspect apomixis. After talking 
to Mrs. Ed MdCrea of Oregon Bulb Farms about her experiences with hybrid 
lilies, I'm getting interested in the possibilities of tissue culture in rais
ing hybrid pents with incompatible parents. The grandchildren will have to 
grow up a bit yet. I am afraid that all those little tags would be too invit-. 
ing. 

Joan and Ollie Fosback. Roseburg. Oregon 

Our June vacation was interesting and fun, as usual. We had too much cold 
weather; rain, sleet and sun. We had too many mosquitoes by far. We traveled 
more and hiked less than we like because we are pretty much an outdoor set-up 
and you do that more when the weather, etc., does not cooperate so well. But 
the first night out on Klamath Lake in the canoe and later from shore we watched 
a lovely otter feed for about 10 or 15 minutes. The next night at dusk Ollie 
saw a cougar returning from the lake to the forest. The flowers were lovely and 
we discovered many that we had not seen before. Though staying at the approxi
mate same level we kept finding many of the same ones. From near Bly we had 
P. humilis~ near Gearhart Mt. my first wyethiamoZZis~ and south of there P. pro
cePU.8 var. procePU.8. We found AUiwn pZatycaule in that area too. An old 
friend was PotentilZa n~berryi~ and a new one PhaceZia Zutea var. lutea from 
the Warner Valley. We found unmarked pictographs and StanZeya viridif10ra at 
Albert Rim. And in a vernal pool not far from Klamath Lake I was delighted to 
find my first Doumingla montana and D. Zaeta. 

We had a delightful couple of nights in the Oregon Mt. area despite rain. 
Our two nicest camps for weather were clear over on the Winchuk and Chetco 
Rivers though we found primarily familiar vegetation. As we did the day we 
hiked to Vulcan Pk. on the west edge of the Kalmiopsis Wilderness area. That 
is the highest I have ever seen UmbeUuZaria califarnica growing, and more 
PolygaZa than I knew existed. 

Kenneth Hixson. Eugene, Oregon 

Of the penstemons, the plants from Park's Rainbow seed bloomed, and as they 
bloomed, the reds were planted in a mound in front of the house, the pastels 
being planted back of the house. I plan to save seed and see if a strain of 
each can be raised. There were no good medium tones, and probably I should buy 
more seed and try for pinks and roses. As these plants were in containers until 
they bloomed, they haven't done as well as I would have liked, setting only a 
little seed and not reblooming well. 

P. hirsutus pygmaeus was still in 2" plant bands when it started blooming 
this spring, and was finally set out. It is now rebloom;ng, and is about 5" 
high, and fairly well covered with flowers. Not a terribly attractive color but 
worth growing if it is always this willing to grow. P. hirsutus minimus is said 
to be smaller yet, and I'd like to try it, as P. hirsutus pygmaeus is almost too 
1 arge. 

P. tenuis was one clump this spring, but before moving, it was dug, divided 
and replanted intwo one-gallon pots. It was in bloom before being planted, and 
wasn't very good. Now, however, it is reblooming and has many flowers. The 
flowers on P. tenuis are small, and of a lavender, blue, and pinkish white com
bination, which leaves a little bit to be desired. The plants, so far, are 
about 10"-12" tall, but were taller last year on Waite Street. 



· Plants from seed marked P. purpusii have had scattered flowers for some 
tlme, a fair blue, but only one or two at a time, and the plant a little more 
open than I'd been expecting. Would like to key this one out, but haven't had 
time. 
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P. digitalis, 'White Queen', was poor this year. The clump was divided up 
into a dozen plants, and potted into one and two gallon pots. None of the plants 
were planted out before bloom and some are still in pots. As a result, flowers 
were fewer and smaller than would have been the case. 

P. nemorosa. A couple years ago I collected some seed in the wild, just to 
have a representative of the species, which is common here. The seedlings have 
bloomed nearly white, with just a wash of pink, with a deeper end to the corolla. 
This was somewhat of a surprise, as the common wild plants run from fair pinks 
to rather lavender rose. Split off, by some botanists, into NotocheLone, this 
plant dtffers too, in preferring some shade and moisture, which makes for some
thing of a problem. Shade is one thing in very short supply here now. 

P. barrattiae was blooming well when I moved from Waite Street, but the 
potted plants I moved here did not oblige me. 

P. cardWeLLii type-poor, and dying out in the pots. 

P. cardWeLLii 'John Backer' seedling (white) good to excellent. A couple 
of the plants in gallon pots were gorgeous. 

P. davidsonii, fair to poor. The form I have grows larger than I really 
want and doesn't bloom well. Plants from seed should help in the future. 

P. serruLatus. For some reason this plant doesn't thrill me. It flowers 
heavily from a lush green plant, but the flowers are small, not ln proportion to 
the plant, and of a combination of blue and lavender which just doesnlt thrill 
me. 

P. eugLaucus, a selfsown seedling on a pumice rock, gave flowers when 
nothing else was doing much. This is not first class, as it gets too large and 
sprawly and will smother smaller things. Flowers small and cream white. 

P. grandifLorus. Whether this resented being transplanted, or perhaps just 
its normal semi-biennial nature. all of the plants of this are gone. There are 
a few seedlings, which need transplanting out of the pot. 

P. ovatus x virens, seed exchange and Bruce Meyers. Only one seedling 
flowered and it appeared to be pure ovatus. From the leaves, 11m hoping some 
of the remaining plants are hybrids. There are some other hybrids, and some of 
them are showing buds now, so hope to see some flowers yet this year. These are 
in flats, as there is no place ready for them yet. 

Kenneth and Robin Lodewick, Eugene, Oregon 

For those not acquainted with our garden, we are located in western Oregon, 
near the south end of the Willamette - Puget Sound trough. This trough is the 
largest area in the range of the genus penstemon where no native pents grow. 
Soil is alluvial clay and gravel deposited by the river as it runs north to join 
the Columbia River, which divides our Willamette Valley from the Puget trough in 
Washington. Our weather is two season, usually with a wet mild winter and a 
warm dry summer. The Coast range and the Cascades, west and east of us, catch 
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heavy rains and snows. This year, however, was different; from March through 
October we had about five hot "summers" a week or so long apiece, with "win
ters" in between. 

Even though pents are not native to the valley, they do well in gardens 
here. As one approaches our front porch, from late May until hard frost (Decem~ 
ber, sometimes) one passes a three-foot, busy plant with narrow fasciculated 
leaves; that is, small bunches of leaves occur at the base of larger leaves. 
Most of that time it is blooming with bel1-shaged blue-purple flowers. This is 
P. campanuZatus~ a Mexican species hardy to 12 below. Normally it is polli
nized by bumblebees, but the rufous hummingbirds also like it. 

In the same bed, in season, are seven plants of P. digitaZis from the east 
coast. This slender-stalked four-footer blooms white in the spring; the leaves 
turn bronze in the fall. Down at ground level, P. hirsutus minimus spreads out 
if we keep the heather, scabiosa, etc., away from it. There is also a plant of 
P. heterophyZZus~ apt to be short-lived due to summer watering. Soil here is 
clay (and compost) but the bed slopes steeply so that summer watering and winter 
rains drain off. 

The rest of the pents live in seclusion in the back yard. In a special 
scree bed, which is not reached by summer watering, live P. deustus~ P. eugZau
cus~ P. pinifoZius~ P. procerus brachyanthus, P. ovatus~ P. crandaUii pro cum
bens~ P. peckii, P. barrettiae~ P. cardweZZii (in profusion and mainly hybrids 
with other dasantheras in the bed). P.rydbergii> P. humiZis~ P. fZoridus, P. 
suhserratus., p,_ davidsonii~ P. rup-icoZa .• P. corymbosus, P. cardweUii White, P. 
barbatus., P. tenuis and at least one that is probably a hybrid. Our white and 
pink "brachys" have failed us; the albino form does not seem to be as hardy. 
The rock walls of this bed shelter various Lewisias including one, L. tweedyi> 
that bloomed twice this year. 

Nearby in a rock garden bed that gets some summer water, is P. procerus 
procerus and Ralph Bennett's dwarf P. digitaZis. This area was heavily shaded 
by a neighbor's alder tree. with invasive roots. It was cut down during this 
summer changing the microclimate. Maybe more penstemons can be planted there 
now. 

To the west, under a young mountain ash, is a long-lived P. barbatus hybrid, 
Our P. richardsonii was here but died; probably it needs a drier spot next time. 
Further on, tucked among rhododendrons in another watered bed, is P. serruZatus; 
it is also doing well, perhaps because it is partly ~heltered from the sprinkler 
by a dwarf peach. 

Last April the Lewises, Vivienne Harold and Ramona Osburn came here for an 
APS board meeting; Ramona brought P. pulcheZZus in a pot for us. It is still in 
the pot in a new sunny "nursery bed". With it are the young plants that were 
delivered, ten days after we visited Myrtle Hebert's garden at Anza (see our 
trip report), by her daughter and son-in-law. We do hope their new garden on 
Whidby Island. Washington, will grow pents as beautifully as the Anza one did, 
So now we have, from Myrtle, P. brandegei., P. cZutei> P. centranthifoZius, p. 
gZaber, P. grandifZorus~ P. Zabrosus> P. grinneZZii> P. buckZeyi and one uni
dentified. The P. grinneZZii is doing poorly and the P. cZeveZandii connatus 
did not make it, though Ken Hixson has one from the same group that survived. 
The two nurseries also have pots of "somethings" that have lost their labels. I 
have taken to labeling the outside of the pots, but even so, the label sometimes 
gets rubbed off. The "nurseryll plants have been watered with the garden all sum .. 
mer, and have not minded it, but how well these southern plants survive our win-
Lter.;~ a question. 'We may roof them with plastic "umbrellas", as we do the 
eW1Slas. 



We had, for many years, a number of plants of the Sensation hybrids (so
called "g10xinioides ll types, a name which is in error). However they went in 
the big freeze, which means they are not hardy below about 100 F. They are 
Mexican in origin. However there are Mexican species that seemed to make it 
through the freeze, such as pinifolius, aampanuLatus. 
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Utah hybrids are mainly handled by Leonard Pollard, who has continued his 
research on his own since he retired. 

Bill Varga took over the pent work at Farmington, a Utah State University 
research garden. The main aim of both is hardy, long-lived pents with flowers 
of good colors all around the stem. Both Leonard and Bill are APS members. 

Which pents are short-lived perennials? We have had some of ours for over 
15 years and I had the Sensation hybrids for about 20 years before the big 
freeze. 

We have been sent an item from Smithsonian Institution, probably at the 
instigation of John Wurdack, curator of the National Herbarium and with whom we 
have corresponded, met at the confer€nce in Seattle and Robin contacted for the 
Identifier work. They consider us authorities on penstemons and have asked us 
to help them update the "National List of Scientific Plant Names" from 1971. 
We find the list woefully lacking but have not had time to put in the informa
tion they request. 

Mrs. Gary Price. Klamath Falls. Oregon 

With the passing of the early spring flower display, the penstemons are 
joing the parade. Albertinus, wilaoxii and menziesii are in bloom now. 

Yesterday, while on a field trip for our June nesting bird identification. 
we saw P. proaerus, ainiaola and deustus. Even one extra early speaiosus. In 
my garden davidsonii (that I collected on Mt. Ashland on one of our regional 
field trips) was the first to bloom, followed by aaespitosus. 

I have thousands of seedlings of the Indian Jewel hybrids this spring, so 
many that I don't know what to do with them all. I've shared with everyone I 
can and still have many, many of them. I can't bear to destroy them. I always 
wonder if I'm not eliminating a very choice one when I do.' I also have some 
Saskatoon seedlings. 

The humming birds should love my garden this year. 

I have lots of seedlings from the plants Gussie Schooley sent me of her 
barbatus yellow variant. Though they all turned out to be red, I'm wondering 
if by chance a yellow one may show up, so want to save as many as I can. 
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(Editor's note: Mrs. Harold, at my request, sent me several of her robin letters, 
some dating back to 1976. The following is a consolidated extract from the let-
ters.) . 

February 22, 1976 (Incidentally, Editor's birthday) 

When Robin 20 came this time I was working on the list for this area for 
the Conference on Rare and Endangered Species in Oregon to be held in Portland, 
March 6, 7/76. The penstemons listed are barrettae, cinicola, euglaucus, 
glanduleus, peckii and subsePratus. Since Faith is also working on this in her 
area, I know she will do the job but we will both welcome anything you can add as 
to known stands. 

Today I received the new APS Bulletin and am delighted with the wealth of 
cultural information from the various members. I note several others besides 
me still having germination troubles so will repeat Bruce's instructions: put 
a few drops of water in the envelope, then place in freezer for 3 days before 
planting. 

June, 1977 

I had better response with my penstemons this season. A 'Martha Raye ' 
seedling has bloomed, a larger than usual bloom but with 'Martha Raye ' foliage. 
Have a barbatus seedling just coming into bloom. I have a large planter in the 
cool house with pea gravel and ground bark that I have just filled with seed
lings, mostly davidSonii types. The 1975 seedlings are many but I only labelled 
them with numbers so now I must find the old seed list. Yes, Audrey, those 
labels! 

I have a large gardenia in my living room at present with 27 blooms. I 
draw the drapes every afternoon as I am trying to save some blooms to float in 
the punchbowl at granddaughter's wedding at Salem, July 9. Still lots of buds 
so hope to have some then. . 

Since I am right on the ocean (zone 3) I gr9w peppers, tomatoes and cucum
bers in containers indoors. The foliage of these are as attractive as many 
house plants and the I fruits I are delicious. 

August, 1977 

I, too, like to grow plants from seeds. A friend coaxed me to grow some 
of the Burpee white marigolds and they are just starting to bloom. The Garden 
Club grew the new marigold triploid Nuggett for the large "WI that is on their 

. plot at the County Fair and they came out beautifully in spite of the early Fair 
date and the 650 Maximum weather. 

Concerning a question about P. rupicola, I would plant it in a mixture of 
pea gravel and ground bark and water, in the spring, with weak Rapidgro. They 
grow on high mountain Buttes in almost rocky silt. 

May, 1978 

Here the temperature is usually 400 low to 650 high. But, if we do get a 
bit of frost, it really lays things low as they are so tender. The wind is 
sometimes very brisk but other days are simply grand. 
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Many things, such as zinnias, do not get enough heat, also tomatoes and cu

cumbers. I have a vegetable garden, peas, potatoes, carrots and all the greens. 
Also a greenhouse, ~eally a cool house, from an over large garage (no heat but 
sun). I do not grow with lights as my house windows get lots of light reflected 
from the ocean. live had a pink Reiger begonia for 3 years and find one ·needs 
to prune away old growth when it finishes blooming. The small new growth roots 
easily. 

My penstemon planter is looking very promising; davidsonii, pulahellus, 
rupiaola, pinifolius, IMartha Raye l and some others barbatus and IRuby Kingl hy
brids have their own pots. They are all in the cool house. For years I had a 
pinifoZius in a pot, very much neglected, that always bloomed. Now I nourish 
one in the planter and hear some people say that they are hard to get to bloom. 

August. 1978 

My penstemon planting is strictly cool house. I have two planters in a 
mixture of ground fir bark, sand, and a little peat along with plant food. They 
are all doing well. The temperature gets up to 80 degrees on some days but 
averages 60-65 degtees with a low of 40-45 degrees, winters too. 

Most of my plants are Meyerls hybrids but I also have pinifoUus, barbatus, 
and pulaheUus. 

Mrs. Richard A. Carlson, Fullerton, California 

I have a nice crop of penstemonseedlings to plant soon: P. palmen, some 
glaber, and several neotenaus. I have several hybrids also, some IGoldie l 
which is a IKittitas l x I Kewpiel cross and some I Kewpiel x globosus crosses. 

One plant may be P. alutei and I have several eatonii exaertus, three 
pseudospeatabilia, which bloomed this spring but not spectacularly, and a 
stnatus which looks healthy. 

Jack'Gll99olz, Cloverdale, California 

The blooming season for penstemc:ms is about finished here. live only had 
five species large enough to bloom t~is year, with a varie~of results. 

My heterophyllus bloomed early this summer, stopped entirely, then bloomed 
again, and is just about finished now. I found another penstemon growing a few 
miles to the east of us, which also keys out to be heterophyllus but is quite 
different from the one I have. It turns out that mine is heterophyllus ssp. 
pUJ'dyi and the other one, to the east, is the real McCoy. If it were a mammal 
or a bird, it would heterophyZlus ssp. heterophyllus but botanists donlt seem to 
be able to agree on just what to call the nominate subspecies. 

One P. azu:roeus which I started from a cutting taken earlier this summer, 
has rewarded me with a nice blooming at. or just past its peak now. 

My very first penstemon. P. speatabilis, is in its third year of blooming 
but because of extensive die-back this year, hasnlt made the show it did in its 
first two years. It has always been tall and lanky but it never has completely 
stopped blooming. Several new ones, started from seed, are looking nice but 
too small to bloom this year. Another that has not completely stopped blooming, 
I 99t_~s P .. aJpinus. but that isn't what it is. Itls too sprawling to suit me 
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so,I'll probably replace it next year. The only other one large enough to bloom 
is ao-PdifoUus, and that. for me, was a bust. The leaves burnt badly and 
flowers bloomed only on the ends of long arching branches and were an unhappy 
muddy red. . 

My aorymbosus is two years old but is growing out of a dry rocky bank and 
was only about the size of your two fists until deer browsed it and now it is 
about three inches in diameter and about an inch high. In the wild~ it makes a 
shrub 3-4 feet in diameter but usually grows on cliffs where deer can't reach it. 
If all the young plants I've started from seed and cuttings this summer continue 
to thrive the way they have so far, I should· have 14 more species blooming next 
yea r . Then wi 11 be ab 1 e to become more select i ve as to wh i ch ones to grow. 
Everything I plant here is an experiment. 

Regarding the question about P. aZU"l'eus, it was considered a ssp. of 
heterophyZZus by Jepson and I had them blooming side by side this summer, so 
will describe aZU"l'eus by comparing it with heterophyUus. The buds are quite 
yellowish at first, more so than P. heterophyZZus pU"l'dYi but less so than P. 
heterophyUus ssp heterophyZZus. The flower of aZU"l'eus is the same size and 
shape as heterophyUus but of a much deeper purple than either ssp of hetero
phyUus except one plant of hete.pophyZZus-heterophyUUB and found blooming in 
Lake Co. The greatest difference is in the leaves, being oval and blue-glaucous 
and quite sessile just below the flower spike. 

Mr. Howard McCready, Red Bluff. California 

Here in northern California with long, hot summers, penstemons are a very 
satisfactory garden flower if planted in at least a foot of creek-run sand and 
gravel. I had originally spread somewhat less than that amount over the old 
bermuda lawn and while P. paZmet>i and other desert species did well and bloomed 
nicely the first year, they tended to die after blooming for only a couple of 
weeks. In (leeper sand and gravel, they bloom for over a month and remain in 
good shape for the next year with some bloom very late in the season. This also 
applies to such as P. muPpayanus which I did not like until planted in sand and 
gravel and now I think it is one of the best. It stays short with more bloominq 
stalks this way. And really, all the penstemons in my experience. even the 
eastern species, grow best in this medium. '. 

I planted P. tenuiB, P. ovatus, P. ba'J>Y'etiae~P. 'Flathead Lake Hybrids', r:. fl Zaber, P. gZObOBUS, P. hirButus ·Vio1et Queen' • P. rupiaoZa, and P. radiaOBUS 
1n a raised bed under a fiberglass roof. This was done on September 20. Today, 
less than two months later, there are at least a few seedlings in every row ex
cept for P. radiaosuB, P. hipsutuB and P. tenuiB plants are crowding one another 
and seedlings of P. f1'UtiaoBus x 1'Upibota arid P. glaber and P. 'Flathead Lake' 
are nearly as thick. I will have to start potting these plants soon. Growing 
in the unheated fiberglass building through the winter. they should be good
sized plants by April or May. Living where the summertime temperature reach 
118.3 degrees has its compensations. 

Mr. Fredrick Boutin, Pasadena, Californiq 

Here at Huntington I am botanist for the ·Botanical Gardens. (Huntington 
includes library, art gallery, and gardens. )MY main activity here is bringing 
in new plant material for the gardens and identifying what we have, which now 
totals about 10,000 different kinds of plants: species, varieties, and cultivars. 
My main area of interest is cultivated trees and shrubs. Recently I have 
branched out into perennials and bulbous plants. 
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At present I have the following species in vultivation: P. bridgesii from 

San Diego Co., CA, P. cZeveZandii ssp connatus~ P. azurea~ and unidentified 
species and hybrids from Mt. Pinos, CA. Most of these are flowering this year 
for the first time. P. bridgesii is definitely shrubby and has small tubular 
flowers in shades of orange and sort of coral red. P. cZeveZandii ssp. connatU$ 
is hardly anything like the plants from which I collected the seed in the moun
tains above Palm desert. There the flowers were large l-l~" long and intense 
violet and purple. Here they are half that size and all washed out. They appar
ently don't like our nursery potting mix. Now have them planted in a garden 
plot in lean soil, so I hope flower quality improves. 

Several years ago I had three or four plantings of P. kinthii but these 
have not persisted. This is a perennial Mexican species which I had collected 
on the Volcan de Colima in the state of Jalisco. On several other collecting 
trips in Mexico I have never encountered another pent, no doubt due to the fact 
that most of my collecting has been in cloud-forest and desert habitats. 

The "gloxinioides ll type pents certainly are good perennials here. Many of 
them flop, but all don't, and it can be partially corrected here by pruning back 
1 eggy growth. 

For snails. at home I use 'That's It', active ingredient metaldehyde on 
sandlike particles. We use a similar snail bait at the gardens. 

Shirley Backman, Reno, Nevada 

I am overlooking the area to which I transplanted things when the patio 
garden had to be removed for a new addition. They are definitely spotty--here 
and there an aster, mums just starting, and the cactus are all filled with 
dandelions. I had the cactus--Claude Barr's, of course, in bloom for the 
regional meeting of the APS that took place here June 16-18, and had also weeded 
them. But the dandelion--I'm not sure what kind it is--is difficult to get out 
by the roots, particularly in cactus, and is standing in the foreground of the 
rest of the garden. I think I will cut them off at cactus level and get to them 
later--wonder whether I will have to transplant again. It might not be a bad 
idea. as that is where the garden slopes toward the house. and should be good 
for pents and small bul bs. I have some of Bruce Myers' hybri ds in one section. 
I have been using logs that Carl cut for firewood to support redwood boards. 
This gives me three or four narrow level terraces. This is much easier than 
planting on a slope--only the cactus copes with that problem easily. 

I went down to Myrtle's daughter's house in Anza, California, to get some 
penstemons that she had grown for Myrtle's summer visits. We made the first 
trip about a year ago, but my hopes of showing them off for the regional meeting 
went down the drain when they were all taken off by a fungus. The county agent 
said we could make the area replantable with a fungicide that we couldn't find 
at the time, although I have recently located it. (One grineZZii and a bridgesii 
did survive.) In April we went down again and planted a number of things in our 
vegetable garden, where I have successfully grown pents before. These made it 
for the most part. although they weren't at their peak for the meetings, but I 
did find a yellow barbatus that I didn't know I had. It has not set seed, but 
there is a second one next to it that bloomed one stalk recently, and I hope 
that next year they will bloom together and fertilize each other. 

Such a penstemon display as we had owed itself largely to Myrtle and her 
daughter. There were two interesting groups of peUanthera~ one (probably only 
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one seed source for this) a red flower with leaves that were thinner than on 
most penstemons and somehow more overwhelming in connection with the flowers. 
We discovered a clevelandii-stephensii complex, on reading Keck's study on the 
peltanthera. The pinks seemed to key out to palme.ri~ but they were much too 
closed to be palmeri as Myrtle and I knew them, but could have been clutei or 
pseudospectabiZis. (The red, by the way, had undertones of blue--not the kind 
of red in barbatus~ for example.) 

There is an interesting group of hybrids. mostly gZaber, I think, with al
most yellowish green on the leaves, and there was a pale blue hybrid. I won
dered whether either of these could owe anything to the yellow barbatus. 

After the society left I had bloom from rydbergii and finally, heterophyZ
Zus purdyi. I had been trying to grow heterophyZZus for years--never could 
figure why it was so stubborn--but it did well and easily this year. I also had 
neotericus and platyphylZus, from the Utah saccathera. I also have a couple of 
things from subsection penstemon--one I think I got as tenuis, but it doesn't 
seem to be. I may not be up to date on these, however, and it is possible that 
one of my hybrids survived. Both of these plants in flower are purple, with 
guidelines on the lower lip and toothed leaves. but they seem to have hairs 
where they shouldn't to fit into the right categories. Oh well, if I work harder 
maybe I can find out. One has big round bracts but can't be smaZZii because of 
the leaf color and some hairs on it. Perhaps Aileen has written things I should 
look up. She extracted Robin 9 for Mr. Yingling, who will turn out the magazine 
this year. and observed: IIExtracting for the Bulletin is a big job. How did 
Ralph ever manage to do it all? He certainly did a great service for the Soci
ety--of cout'se wi thout him there woul d not have been an APS. II 

I can certainly add an amen to that--I have spent half a day for the last 
three doing so--and also have always wanted to describe what Ralph did about the 
Bulletin--from selecting the paper, to typing everything without mistakes as far 
as I can see. At any rate, after Ralph had run all the pages off on a machine-
purchasing the right kind of ink in the process--he then had to collate all the 
pages, so we all got a page of everything instead of just a pile of page 1 and 
2's. Then there was the cover, then sticking those little gold clips through the 
holes--and I don't think the holes were in the paper when it came. Then they 
were all put in envelopes and addressed. I also forget about how the pictures 
were put on the cover. 

Mrs. Alfred Pilz, Albuquerque. New Mexico 

AZbertinus~ with its intense blue clusters of bloom is in full bloom. 
FendZeri with its long tubes of lilac. and rather small flower face, is also 
blooming. The secundiflorus is blooming with the lilac blossoms turning a lovely 
blue as they age. Teucrioides is blooming--a long stay with me, unusual in 
plants from higher altitudes. Many others are budded. but need a week or two 
more before blooming. I shall have grineZZii for the first time this year. and 
eastern type hybrids I got at the Midwest meeting last year will bloom also. 
Nitidus just seems to grow, then pine away in my soil, so I do not get those 
lovely blooms of that indescribable blue. And each year the Zaxi!lorus plants 
become smaller, although one plant is sending out miniature blooms. Strictus~ a 
long-lived and showy plant, is budded, but not yet blooming. Jamesii. a chance
sown seedling, blooming beautifully by the sidewalk, while carefully tended 
plants are nowhere near ready to blossom. Of all the plants, murryanus is most 
prolific, and cobaea ... Yesterday a friend from the mountain pass into Albuquer
que (Tijeras Canyon) came for a supply of plants (pents) for his rock garden. 
He says he'll be back after more. I shall dig them up from the lawn. These are 



47 

hardy LL. hybrids, but with not much chance to bloom, as they are mowed down 
constantly, but the clipping intensifies the root system, a factor I should try 
on some of the pents growing elsewhere. I had .a half dozen large plants of the 
yellow barbatuslast year, but so far can find only one. Maybe there will be 
others at blooming time, but I wonder if the mild winter has been hard for them. 
Ambiguus looks just fine, but not yet budded, and pinifoZius has lovely follage 
this year. My garden grows more shady as the fruit trees grow, and I am glad 
the Chinese dates grow slowly, or I would have much too much shade. 

Someone spoke of pinifoUus~ which grows natively here, and I have it in my 
yard, blooming now, but I am not really sold on it except as a sort of novelty 
since one does come upon it easily. For the first time I have had P. grinneUii 
blooming in my yard. One plant was typical, pouched, pallid bloom, red-lined 
throat, but another from the same seed had crossed with P. spectabiZis~ a joy to 
discover since I have tried to grow that species without success. 

Another plant, from Gussie Schooley, follows what Ralph describes as gra
ciUs. It looks somewhat like the photograph in Rickett's Southwest Flowers, 
but with a sturdiness that belies its name, so that, although short, it evokes 
an association with aobaea. 

lawrence langford, lake Montezuma, Arizona 

Regarding the question about the similarity between P. aZutei and P. pseudo
speatab-iUs~ the flowers and flower stal ks are somewhat simil ar except for the 
color of the flowers. I think that in Arizona, the pseudospectabiZis leaves are 
greyer and somewhat wider. The aZutei has somewhat greener leaves and more 
basal leaves. The pseudospeatabiUs flowers are all approximately the same 
color, while the aZutei vary from very pale to very deep pink and many have red 
veining. Also the aZutei flowers are relatively shorter and fatter at the mouth. 

Gussie Schooley, ROSwell, New Mexico 

Here at the Roswell Artists-in-Residence Compound we are in the country 
with fields on two sides. I have been listing the wildflowers as they came on 
and find them to be very much like those I used to tell you about on our trips 
to Conchas Dam east of Las Vegas, N.M. The mesquite and Texas honeysuckle are 
in bloom right now and full of bees. Ephedra (Mormon tea) is going out of bloom. 
Penstemon fendZeri is native. QuinauZa Zobata is a nice deep blue. Desmanthus 
has inconspicuous pea blooms but is now making quite large seed pods. Thereare 
lots of the mimosoid legumes in N. M.'s semi-arid regions. Tiny Perezia nana is 
blooming along with many other composites, 1eucelene is abundant, berlandiera 
and those I can key to genus but would need a good Texas key to get to species, 
such as heliopsis, asters, hymenopappus, townsendias, happlopappus, etc. We 
have gaillardia, a strang~ one, probably a small rudbeckia and a lot of odd-ball 
composites too. I've found a nice stand of hoffmanseggia, so I hope to find 
krameria which so often occurs with it. April 10, my sister Beatrice and I 
went to Arizona and stayed with Gladys Nisbet for four days in Cave Creek. 
Despite terrible hay fever Gladys took us out into the lush bounty of desert 
flowers--the result of 17" of rain that fell in the first three months of 1978. 
Next morning Bee and I went exploring on our own as Gladys had her study group 
over and they spent the morning keying flowers. A few were strong-smelling com
posites. We went on another exploration that afternoon and found a wonderful 
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stand of Penstemon microphyllum just ready to burst into bloom. Next morning 
we stayed around the house, reading, talking and enjoying Gladys' garden where 
her penstemons were still blooming beautifully. I dug some of her hundreds of 
seedlings, mostly P. pseudospectabilis and P. parpyi. We went back via the 
Miami and Globe so we could see the Boyce Thompson Arboretum and also see the . 
stand of mixed colors of sphaeralcea that occurs between Apache Junction and 
Florence Junction. Erma has seen the same show of mixed colors of sphaeralcea. 
The usual orange occurs with white, various shades of pink and both a deep 
blood red and a magenta red. There may be a mile of this spectacle. I brought 
two of the P. barbatus jtavif70pus plants here and they both died. I'll have 
to fi nd out if there are nematodes, etc., in the very sandy soi 1 .. I have 
started seed of the yellow and have real good germination so far but am having 
to water them with city water which is partly desalinated and/or the deionized 
water I can get for 20 cents a gallon at the ice plant. It tastes downright 
queer and of course is totally lacking in minerals. 

Mrs. Irene Mitchell, Los Alamos, New Mexico 

We are getting about six inches of snow today, and very glad to have it. 
Our winter has been quite dry, and I did not want to drag out hoses and water 
trees, as our water rates have recently quadrupled. We now pay $2.00 per thou
sand gallons. Translated, that means I would have to spend $120.00 to keep my 
yard watered as it was previously in the month of June. Now you can see why I 
am becoming more interested in natives! 

I have been trying to learn how to propagate many of our natives. At the 
moment I have seedlings of zigadenus (the beautiful white death camas), Caloahor
tus gunnisonii, Epilobium (fireweed), P. whippleanus, Allium ceruum, our native 
commeUna dianthifoUa (with beautiful sky-blue flowers), and a few others. 
Probably a lot of these are adaptable to the garden, but one has to experiment 
on one's own, as few people know anything about it. 

In general I have had better luck propagating pents by cuttings than by 
seeds. P. crandallii seems very easy from cuttings taken in July and inserted 
in sand in the greenhouse. I also increased Schooley's yellow barbatus this 
w~y. I did sow seeds of P. whippleanus under lights and had excellent germina
tlon. 

Gussie Schooley and her husband have received a grant to spend a year 
painting in a town in southern NM, called Roswell. "Skinny" Schooley retired 
from university teaching last June, and they went to Roswell in September. They 
expect to be back in their own home in Montezuma in September, 1978. She has 
done some marvelous paintings of, of all things, lichen! She was concerned 
abou~ leaving her home to a renter with the yellow barbatus there, but I have a 
fe~llng a good many of them will survive, and anyhow I have three plants if hers 
fa1l. 

I was in Reno many years ago, but didn't realize its elevation is lower 
than ours (we are 7300 ft.), I guess because Reno has ponderosas, and they don't 
grow on the desert. 



Mrso L. S. Sigurdson, Ethridge, Montana 

The pents bloomed very well this year, all the species, nitidus, ePi~
therus, the pink and lavender Saskatoon hybrids, all made large clumps. The 
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new plants I had, from the Lolo Pass area in Montana and Idaho were blue, one 
brighter than the other. I sent these two to the herbarium at Montana State at 
Bozeman, and they were both identified as attenuatus. I also sent in a specimen 
of the plant I had had identified as fl,avescens, a couple years ago and it also 
was identified as attenuatus. So now I don't know. 

Mrs. Clark A. Burrell. Lovell, Wyoming 

Either I am impatient or my seed. sowing this winter was not successful. 
First to show on April 4, were border pents from Anna Becker. P. davicisonii., 
ssp. menziesii appeared on the 6th. as did the first of the P. albidus. Then on 
the 14th P. b:roandegii came up sparingly. cobaea performed on the 19th. Clumps 
of bright green pents are enlivening an otherwise desolate garden. As usual, 
many lifeless ones had to be discarded, which just gives room for the new seed
lings. With joy I noticed that P. ambiguus shows life, except for the two that 
bloomed heavily their first year. P. caespitosa, purchased at a Midwest meeting 
plant auction, is increasing nicely now that it has been planted in a more fa
vorable spot. This is the white form; the purple species survived only two years 
in its shady location. Both P. fruticosus and rupicola alba show life now. 
They had been so ugly and weatherbeaten after having been buried under the ice 
that had formed underneath the extreme snow cover. 

Mrs. Lavern Heitmann. Hardy. Nebraska 

It was a pleasure to host the midwest penstemon meeting thi.s summer. I had 
three clumps of one type of penstemon that was of special interest to the group. 
I t has whi te blooms on red s ta 1 ks and stands qui te ta 11 . It mi ght be 'Rose 
Queen' or a seedling from that. I have had plants of this form for a few years. 
but the labels are all gone. I have had seed requests from several. Dale Lind,.. 
gren of the North Platte Station. Dr. Howard Reynolds of Hays State College. 
Hays, Kansas, and Rachel Snyder especially want seed from this plant. 

Mrs. Pat Phillips, Mandan. North Dakota 

Our spring is rather late--the pents are blooming all over--p. albidus, 
angustifolius, g:roacilis, and P. grandiflo:l'U8. Haven't seen nitidus but know it 
must be in bloom about 11 miles south of Glen Ullin. 

My daughter came Thursday night from Salt Lake City and went out to Medora, 
North Dako!ta, co 11 ecti ng flora and fauna. etc., over the weekend and came home 
with P. er£anthe:l'U8--which I've never seen though I know it's here--at least in 
the Badlands area--lupines, prairie roses, etc.--a really gorgeous year--I've 
never seen it so lush. After last year's drought it's a godsend. Am sure the 
farmers will have at least two cuttings of hay. 

In the garden, in bloom: P. g:roandifl,orus, cobaea, Avalon hybrids mu:ro:roay
anus x cobaea I believe. glaber, albidus, hi:rosutus, gmcilis, c:roandallii, 'White 
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Queen I , pinifoZius~ and still only one that looks quite a bit like grandifZo
rus--rather a rose-maroon flower. 

o yes, someone asked about our elevation, etc.--at the corner about four 
houses up from us is a marker--1329 feet above sea level. Rolling hills locally 
changing to buttes and pock marked coal residues (burned out coal) or scoria as 
it's called. to the south of Mandan about 14 miles and moving to the west. 
These are called the "Litte Bad Lands"--very typical grasslands that are usually 
brown by August after the rains of spring and early summer. This year so far is 
exceptional--everything is green. 

Today I heard that a young woman was bitten by a rattler out at Medora (the 
Bad Lands). First one of the season. Only reason I hate looking west of here-
because of the snakes! The rolling hills turn to grassy buttes to the west of 
Mandan going toward Glen Ullin (48 miles). Between Dickinson (90 miles to the 
west) and Medora the true badlands begin, covering about 1/8th of the western 
part of the state from somewhere south of Williston to the border of South Dako
ta. We1re in the south central part of the state, situated directly across the 
Missouri River from Bismark (the capital). 

P. 'White Queen l has come up allover the garden, so I have masses of white 
everywhere. P. gZaber I can't find, and that had managed to spread here and 
there. P. aZbidus is almost gone. I had hoped that I could have kept some of 
the plants that I had gotten just north of us (a housing development now). I 
think that there are two plants left of the dozen or so that I had. P. hirsutus 
is thriving (the darker colors have finally arrived--I was disappointed for so 
long as all I had were pale flowered ones). P. angustifoZius has disappeared 
also. P. graciZ-is~ P. caespitosus~ aZbidus~ pinifoUus~ grandifZoru..'3" cobaea~ 
and the Avalon hybrids that are slowly reverting to plain old grandifZorus 
through crossbreeding are still with us. Guess that it is about time that I 
started another batch of pents. Oh yes. I did find one P. barbatus in the back 
end of the garden. So, not much left of a once thriving flower bed. P. uni
ZateraZis has disappeared again. but it may still be in one of the areas that I 
haven't weeded as yet. The pents were blooming almost a month late this year. 
Just finished blooming in the past two weeks were P. grandifZorus~ aZbidus~ 
eriantherus (the badlands--Medora-Teddy Rooseve1 National Park). possibly P. 
graciZis or angustifoZius. 

Claude A. Barr, Smithwick. South Dakota 

(December, 1977) Friends decided that I should have a birthday party 
(existing as a bachelor since 1962). So my friends who look after me most 
appealed to friends five miles in the opposite direction to lend their bigger 
and finer home. O. K. Then other friends were quite willing to make the cake-
a quite elaborate one--and another friend decorated the white-frosted cake with 
dark red roses! All set, plus the first two friends doing the inviting. 93 
friends came and 12 sent regrets. A nephew and wife came from Colorado Springs. 
Another nephew flew from Pittsburg. Lovely day, August 27, in every way. 

(September 14, 1978) A few years after 1910 the Government discovered 
that a 160 acre claim could not constitute a homestead on this uneven and roll
ing and rough "gumbo il which runs from partly tillable to pasture land. There 
are here times of extra dry years, and our first years were tough. Many claims 



were deserted; others held by hook or crook for a title after five years, then 
deserted or tuned for as little as $500.00. Most homesteaders practically 
cleared out. Soon there were oldtimers willing to harvest the deserted grass 
by pasturing. After only a few years that system became overdone. . 

51 

The Government developed the plan of repurchase at a low figure and insti
tuted supervised grazing associations. The plan still holds: regulated govern
ment owned pasturage at set rates for six months, and individual care for six 
months based on owned 1600 acres or more. In this special area ownership is much 
scattered, and participants on the summer grazing live mostly outside but close 
up to the area, and on better land, some of it more or less sandy. 

My personal location, in a technical township, is in the southwest corner 
county of the state, 50 miles or so from Wyoming and half that from Nebraska. 
At present the only resident is Yours Truly, and by sales contract permitting 
me to remain with my Great Plains Botanical Garden--as well as a nursery owned 
commercially--I remain while a somewhat distant neighbor and owner pastures the 
place for the winter months, and for exchanged favors aids in the care of vari
ous portions, including well over 100 Ponderosa pines native to the Black Hills 
and various other rugged land on the Plains. The Botanical Garden effect is due 
to testing the adaptability of material from many portions of the Great Plains. 
The area of my studies, incidentally, reaches from many miles in Canada to the 
highly elevated portions of northern Texas. 

My location and that of the Great Plains generally. with winter tempera
tures to much below zero, is adequate proof of the hardiness of the High Plains 
natives. 

Publication of my book "Jewels of the Plains ll has been held up for four 
years due to the illness of the contracted publisher. At present both MS and 
(mostly colored) illustrations are in the process of being returned. It is now 
expected to be published promptly at the University of Minnesota. 

I wore for a month a support for a broken rib incurred indoors and in the 
dark. a bit of unaccustomed carelessness. 

Incidentally. one of my recent difficulties kept me hospitalized for 32 
days, then a fourth operation (all definitely old-fashioned) for six days. A 
later, different operation at a different hospital I believe fixed me up. And 
although I am still a little shaky as to the head, I'm congratulating myself 
on being on the road to 100. My model: a sister who plans to read "Jewels of 
the P1ains ll • She passed her 96th birthday the middle of April. a record for the 
family as far as we know. 

Mr. James E. Taylor. Hutchinson, Kansas 

I teach biology at Hutchison Community Junior College. I have a degree in 
botany, but my interest is in horticulture. 

I will occasionally make some (penstemon) crosses, but that is not my main 
effort. What I am doing is primarily taking plants that others have produced 
and attempting to produce polyploids from their seeds. I have been working on 
this for several years and am just now getting to the point that I think I am 
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making progress. The polyploids that I think I have produced have a character
istic that may be useful. The flower stalk is much larger in circumference. 
This could be useful in producing plants that would be less floppy. The flower 
size is a bit larger, but not much. We had some very strong winds this spring' 
and none of my po1yploids blew over. 

This spring I had about a dozen plants bloom that were seedlings from my 
original polyploid. The seedlings came quite true from seed. I was expecting a 
number of the plants to be triploid and steri1, but they all went ahead and 
produced what looks like normal seed pods. 

I had another plant bloom this year that impressed me. I took it to the 
Midwest Regional meeting and everyone thought it was a digitalis, but I didn't 
think I had any of that--must have gotten it at last year's regional meeting 
plant exchange. It is only about 18 inches tall in full bloom and the flowers 
are pure white. 

A last plant of interest that bloomed this year was a peach-colored pent; 
may have been a cross between Saskatoon hybrid and Schoo1ey 1 s yellow. 

In my last letter I indicated that I had started seeds Henry Marshall had 
sent me. I now have about 3 dozen plants out from that seed. I have about a 
dozen plants still inside that I think are likely polyploids. 1 will plant 
those out this fall in a cold frame. I also distributed a dozen or more plants 
to members at the regional meeting. 

Mr. Carl Amason. Calion, Arkansas 

Late spring or early summer is with me in all its glory and duties. The 
highways in Arkansas are lovely with green grass, yellow Copeopsis gpandiflopa 
and white P. digitalis. Recently I made a trek to the Quachita Mountains, and 
the countryside was at its loveliest; P. apkansanus on the rocky and sha1ey 
banks were just beginning to open. I returned by Chidester and the P. murpay
anus spot has a new white brick home just on top of the little sand ridge, and 1 
fear its days are numbered. But rumors have it that a wonderful colony is about 
four or five miles away that is much better. 

Here on the place I have a number of P. digitalis in bloom, but Mother Na
ture has me outclassed in scope and splendor, not to mention better individual 
clumps all along the roadsides. Funny thing, the white-tailed deer helped 
themselves to the better clumps 1 had in cultivation. P. laxiflopus in several 
locations that 1 watch had a good spring, but 1 have not yet found a plant of 
P. tenuis, wild or cultivated, this spring, here, there or yonder. One of the 
loveliest ones blooming for me is P. smallii. 1 am struggling with three small 
seedlings of P. muppayanus. 1 have a beautiful clump of Ra1ph ' s 'Lavender 
Queen l and also one of 'White Queen ' . That is just about the extent of the 
pents here except for some poor P. hipsutus (1 think). Oh yes, 1 found some 
weeks ago some scattered seeds of penstemon. among other things, and 1 took them 
over to the old place where 1 grow a number of naturalized things, and scattered 
the seeds among the rubble and brick of two old chimneys that were razed last 
summer along with the old house, and within a few weeks I have some of the west
ern pents, one with smooth gray foliage with reddish purple flowers. Just found 
them last week, and now 1 wish I had a lot of seeds to scatter in the brick and 
mortar among the bare sterile soil that was beneath the old house. Now, if only 
1 had some of the western red species or P. ambiguus, I might get a few of them 
to grow. 
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Jerry Roberts. Arkadelphia. Arkansas 

I work for the Arkansas Natural Heritage Commission as a field ecologist 
(field botanist). My main job is to find, evaluate. and describe natural areas. 
These sites may contain virgin forests, Significant plant communities. or rare 
and endangered plants or animals. etc. Once these are located and described 
we try to preserve them for the benefit of future generations. Changes in the 
environment are occurring at a very rapid rate here in Arkansas. 

As for my thesis or research. I am doing germination studies of Penstemon 
murrayanus. Up until now I have concentrated on constant temperature with seeds 
incubated in the dark and in the light with a short photoperiod. At this point 
the best germination has been at 20 C. in the dark; Very little germination 
occurred in the light at any of the temperatures tried. Alternating tempera
tures should increase the germination percentages in light as well as the dark. 
This will be the next step along with germination tests of stratified seeds. 
Each test is being run with seeds stored under four different conditions so the 
effect on viability can also be checked. 

I am also interested in the distribution of this species. P. murray anus is 
known only from two counties in the sandhill region of Arkansas. In Oklahoma 
it's known only from Choctaw County. Southern Methodist University (Texas) 
herbarium has collections of this species from ten counties. 

Aileen McWilliam. Mena, Arkansas 

In reply to a question from Fred Boutin of Huntington Gardens. the 'gloxi
nioides' type hybrids are cultivars not registered with the American Penstemon 
Society. You might try crossing them into natives to improve color range. Do 
you have 'Rose Elfe'--some people in our Midwest Regional group have it--a fine 
color. I tried "Ruby King' and 'Garnet' several years ago but was disappointed. 
The plants are very" fl oppy" here. 

Rachel Snyder. Prairie Village, Kansas 

Just a quick rundown on the penstemon events in my own farm garden in the 
last three weeks, P. hirsutus was first into bloom. I tagged one good dwarf 
clump on the pinkish side and rogued out all the rest. Then tho~e Meyer hybrids 
between P. hirsutus and canescens and tenuis came into bloom. It appears that 
these are seeding everywhere, and I foresee a good deal of confusion in the 
future. Some are much better than others. as mann of them are floppy. and after 
a rain are well laid over into the mud. A few are upright. and I marked them to 
keep. Then came the large pink blooms of the Meyer hybrids between digitalis x 
calycosus (or whatever--I can't remember now. and do not have labels at hand). 
They are robust plants with really large and attractive bells in lavender-pink-
good garden material in my opinion and VERY durable. Next in succession have 
bloomed the few remaining plants I have of the North Platte or Flathead Lake 
hybrids, remnants of the Viehmeyer breeding, including my own little purple dwarf 
'Little Honey'. One of the Saskatoon hybrids from last year's Midwest plant 
sale also bloomed with a showy spike of one-sided red bells on a lO-inch plant. 
something to preserve. My few remaining plants of P. smallii came into bloom at 
this sequence, but I cannot say that I really like them. They are lost in the 
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profusion of the more showy kinds. And 'White Queen I also comes at this time. 
Still left to open by last weekend were the group of P. barbatus and P. tubae
j1opus. Incidentally, the lot of P. tubaej10rus I planted from the seed sent 
to the Exchange failed to germinate, and no one else at the Midwest meeting had 
obtained any germination from it by that time. Some of the P. aZbidus seeds 
distributed in the Exchange showed up as seedlings in our plant auction, which 
raised $80.00. Aileen McWilliam said some years P. tubaeflorus (also other 
kinds of pents) all seem to be sterile for unexplained reasons. Maybe that's 
what was wrong. 

Mrs. David R. Blake, Onsted, Michigan 

A good pent season so far. Some of the bloom here: 

Amhiguus: whee! 
Aridus: one reliable blooming plant. 
Caryi: a taller haZZii, almost, but later. 
confertus: better than usual yellow. 
Hirsutus minimus: really outstanding bloom in a sandstone wall. The best 

live ever seen it. Long in bloom. 
Laetus: redder than last year. 
Cobaea x trij1orus: the second year for these. They are still shiny-leaved 

with huge flowers and only one stem among 20 is a 
leaner. 

Many hybrids are in bloom, all showy in corals, pinks and reds. All sorts 
of crosses. 

Kunthii is self-sowing, is not yet in bloom this year. 

Most of the dasanthera crosses had too many brown stems this spring. They 
made the garden look ratty, and there is not enough time to prune them all. 
This year I left most of them in, but will get rid of them before fall. The few 
good ones are very good indeed and they, of course, will remain. That leaves: 
Zinarioides x crondaUii gZabrescens. This is a real little gem of a rock gar
den plant, in spite of that name! Good blue color, 4 inches high, needle-like 
foliage, and so far, very well behaved. Oh yes, pinifolius is still attracting 
hunmingbirds. 

Thompsonii did not survive the winter near the top of a wall, so it was 
probably the cold, not the wet that did it in. 

Coming along are teucrioides, virens, fruticosus, scouZeri and assorted 
others too small to cOl'IITIent on. A fascinating lot. 



Mr. James Bradfield, Lebanon, Ohio 

Well, winter has finally passed, opening the door to one of the best· 
springs we have had in a couple of years. Everything being held back has come 
on at once. Only the dogwoods have no flowers but otherwise the fresh colors 
of spring are everywhere. 
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The penstemon seedlings that I get from scattering them in the garden where 
desired are germinating well. These are largely cobaea x triflorus and Flathead 
Lake deriviatives. The latter is long-lived but the former must be allowed to 
self sow constantly. There are a number of so-called perennials that I mu~t 
grow that way so it just means careful weeding to allow seedlings to grow. 
Columbine, Phlox pilosa~ Silene virginica~ and Russell lupines are th~ best 
examples of these short-lived perennials. 

Loss of pents is the experience of all growers of pents. The object is to 
find which you like and can keep. Low growing pents have always been a problem 
for me in lacking ability to self sow or have a long life. By self sowing for 
me some plants choose the locations where they do best. 

What happens to plantings you leave when you move is a crying shame. We 
left a hedge of mountain laurel in front of a yard and the second purchaser 
tried to slip it like privet and then dug it out. 

George Yingling, Dayton, Ohio 

From Garden Place, Mentor, Ohio, I obtained one each of the following which 
are now planted along the edge of my vegetable garden: 

P. barbatus ' Elfin Pink' 
P. barbatus 'Prairie Fire' 
P. heterophyZZus 'True Blue' 
P. newberryi 
P. 'Royal Beauty' 
P. 'Ruby Ki ng' 
P. 'Bashful' listed as a dwarf 
P. 'Petite' also listed as a dwarf 

Incidentally, Garden Place has 45 acres of nothing but all kinds of peren
nials. Their wholesale outlet is Springbrook and at the same address. It is 
quite a place and I intend to go back when everything is in bloom. We have 
friends in Cleveland. 

Across the road from Garden Place is a nursery store under the name of 
Hortons. I got two plants of P. barbatus and one plant of one listed as 'New
berry' but it is not like the P. newberryi I got from Garden Place. The old 
Wayside Garden was located a very short distance down the road from both places 
and I suspect that the 'Newberry' I got was the same thing Wayside used to sell. 
I understand that the one Wayside sold was not really P. newberryi. Does any 
one know? 
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Others in my garden or in pots as small seedlings: 

P. uniZateraZis: planted in half gravel and half peat. The gravel ranges 
from sand to pea gravel. This is doing very well and is 
beginning to set bloom. 

P. cardWeZZii: Two plants which may bloom later. They are small and are 
from seeds planted last Fall. 

P. canescens: Two plants which may reach bloom and 15 seedlings in pots. 
P. ovatus: Three plants which should bloom and several seedlings. 
P. campanuZatus: One small plant. 
P. ? probably digitaZis taken from the wild colony at the Cox Arboretum. 

~ill bloom and I can then identify it. 
P. digitalis: Four plants, one of which is about to bloom. 
P. gZoxinoides: 17 small seedlings from seeds planted this Spring. 
P. barbatus 'Praecox Nana': 12 seedlings from seeds obtained from Thompson 

and Morgan. 
P. eugZaucus: 7 seedlings from APS seed exchange. 
P. Flathead Lake Hybrids, H-7-77: 48 seedlings. 
P. H-l1-77, P. 7509 Purple (7305 x polycross) Marshall Hybrids: 95 seed-

lings which have been transplanted into pots. 
H-14-77 P. ADS 114-7. Red, Marshall Hybrids: 6 seedlings in pots. 
P. grandifZorus: 5 seedlings in pots. 
P. hirsutus: 4 blooming size in the garden. 

I also have a few sprouts of H-7-76, H-4-76, H-13-76, H-16-76 and H-21-76 
which have not been transplanted yet. Will report on all at a later date. I 
have other seeds from the exchange which have either not sprouted yet or have 
not yet been planted. 

I have had best results with using #4 vermiculite alone (the fine type), 
placing the little plastic trays which I use in a plastic shoe box with about 
~ inch of water in the bottom. I leave the lid open about ~ inch (slide it back) 
for ventilation and place it under my lights. I usually dust the seeds with 
Phaltan before I plant them. I never have damping-off. The seedlings come free 
from the vermi cul ite with good roots very easily. 

P. 'Ruby King' is in full bloom now with 35 blooms on eight stems. It is 
very beautiful. 

P. 'Royal Beauty' ;s coming into bloom and is a dark purple color. 

P. newberryi that I purchased from Garden Place ;s a low sprawling plant 
with pale lavender flowers. 

P. heterophyZZus 'True Blue' did not bloom and is near death. There ap
pears to be some new growth starting but I cannot be sure that it will survive. 
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P. 'Elfin Pink', 'Prairie Fire', 'Bashful' and 'Petite' bloomed well as did 
P. barbatus. I also had good bloom from one P. grandiflorus, a pale lavender. 

At the Cox Arboretum we had several acres of P. digitalis blooming inter
mingled with white daisies. I found a few pure white with large blooms and 
marked them with stakes so I could gather seeds from them in the fall. Of 
course, the bees can change the color since there are many with pink lines, but 
one plant was 100 yards from any others, all by its "lonesome", and may yield 
pure white plants. 

On September 27, I sowed seeds of P. centranthifolus, nemorosus, serrulatus 
v 'Holly', heterophyllus, fruticosus serratus 'Holly', ellipticus, ovatus, rat
tanii v kleei, hirsutus, campanulatus, North Platte hybrids, 'Goldie x Dog Moun
tain', Husum Hills hybrids, unilateralis and pinifolius. These were all planted 
in moist #4 (fine) vermiculite in small plastic flats and covered with plastic 
bags. These were placed in the refrigerator at 34 to 36 degrees where I in
tended to leave them for 3 weeks .. However, in early October I had an accident 
which resulted in a badly pinched sciatic nerve. As a result, I did not remove 
them from the cold treatment until November 23. I was surprised to find that 
P. centranthifolus had sprouted. All have now sprouted except fruticosus serra
tus 'Holly', eUipticus, rattanii v kleei and Husum Hills hybrids. Despite being 
very busy with the Bulletin, I have transplanted 34 pinifolius, 26 unilateralis 
and 18 centranthifolus. I must have at least 200 ovatus needing transplanting. 
What will I do with them all? I have four eight-foot shelves of lights full of 
a variety of gesneriads, penstemons, fruchsia cuttings and propagating boxes. I 
also have a cold frame built over a basement window well with 30 potted, rooted 
cuttings of P. 'Ruby King' and 6 potted, rooted cuttings of P. 'Royal Beauty'. 
I also have 6 potted, rooted cuttings of P. cardWellii. The cuttings were both 
tip as well as single and double node and were rooted in a mixture of #4 vermicu
lite and perlite (one-half and one-half). As soon as I can transplant and harden 
my seedlings, I will put most of them in the cold frame and hope for the best. 

Mrs. W. J. Basler, Leesport, Pennsylvania 

It seems to me that I have been reporting the weather to you but it surely 
has been something to talk about. Never knew what it meant to be housebound but 
had three months of it--snow everywhere over six to seven feet all around me, 
could only open the front door and that was because some neighbors shoveled a 
path out front so people could walk and a two-foot wide one to my front door. 

The snow seems not to have injured the plants too much but can't tell about 
the penstemons. Seeded a good many and prepared a special place for them espe
cial1because of the wind. So far only a few have come through, although the 
older clumps seem to have good color. Will know better after I remove the 
leaves and read the labels. 

The Middle Atlantic Lily group made me a life member at our February 18 
meeting. What a surprise! 

I'll be 86 September 23, 1978. Guess I'm the oldest female or maybe male 
of this group. 
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Mrs. Nina M. Johnson, Sabinsville, Pennsylvania 

This ;s a drier year here than the past two have been so should be a ban
ner year for penstemons. Saw a lovely mass of white along the road toward 
Williamsport and couldn't get my son-in-law to stop. Whatever they are? Only 
about one foot tall. Something last year killed many in my garden and also 
along the road of P. digitali8. Birds must have planted a lovely white one on 
raised rock bed; it was in bloom. Scharf hybrid from "Alpines West" blooming, 
also one marked eine2'eus is in bloom. This will have to be checked out. ThUT'
beri showed no buds yet, usually blooms late July here, but hasn't bloomed for 
three years. If I can take time, I will try cuts and set some in a bed with 
limey soil and sun. This bloomed well when young and that bed is getting more 
acid, I'm sure, from pine needles. 

A self-sown hir8utus was gorgeous among hosta and, in spite of ants, I have 
some small hir8utus where a good pink one was. I put some systemic granules in 
that bed. Ants had eaten all of three kinds of Semps there, salad for them it 
seems. 

The one plant of rupieola set in a raised bed lived over and also seedlings 
of rupieola hybrid from last fall were alive this spring. Claude Barr's died 
this spring as did the pink ones from a wildflower nursery, at a time when they 
should have started growing. 

I transplanted three dozen H-6-76 P. hir8utu8 x tenui8 this morning from 
seed pan to plastic divided trays and two dozen of H-7-76 eane8eens tenui8 to 
square plastic pots. Now if I can build a bed they are happy in, I'll be glad. 
Transplanted twelve P. barbatu8 5-17-76 seed to square plastic pots too, and 
that is all for awhile at least. I bought P. pinifoUu8 seed from Sally's 
Seedery and planted them but so far none are up. ThUT'beri doesn't bloom. What 
could it need? Plant is fully hardy here on raised bed. I always seem to lose 
barbatu8 the first year. Will try some ina raised bed too for hardiness. I 
put rupieoZa facing south on a raised bed slope and now found where Norman Deno 
of State College, Pennsylvania, grows them on a north slope with five inches of 
sand over limestone. 

I don't believe I ever had such a poor year of seed growing of penstemons 
as this one was. I can only hope the tiny plants I started earlier will sur
vive the winter; then I am sure to have them. They are Madalene Modic's 
'minimus' and two kinds of hybrids I wrote about in the robin. I went home one 
weekend and planted the following on November 5, 1978, in a bed east of the 
house. This bed is a hastily erected cold frame, open except for an old screen, 
and filled with gravel and sand left from some bought for making cement: 

P. ZanaeoZatu8 
S-41a-77 eZeveZandi v eonnatus 
5-42-77 eentranthifoZiu8 'Scarlet Bugler' 
5-10-76 rattanii v kZeei 
5-19-77 brandegei 
5-34-77 elutei 
5-36-77 grinnelZii 
5-20-77 earyi 
5-44-77 kunthii 
H-6-77 confertu8 kittitas x 'Kewpie ' 

5-9-77 proeerus braehyanthu8 
5-6-77 eonfertus 
5-11-77 aridu8 
5-16-77 Zaricifoliu8 
5-14-77 radico8us 
H-4-77 'Goldie ' x 'Dog Mountain ' 
5-8-76 pruino8US 
5-18-77 jame8ii 
5-3-77 hir8utu8 'Violet Queen' 
5-17-77 eriantherus 



S-47-77 richardsonii 
S-77-78 tubaefZorus 
S- 28-77 Zabrosus 
S-77-81 cobaea 
P. barbatus. yellow 
$-51-77 serruZatus 

H-1-77 digitaZis x caZycosus 
S-71-77 notocheZone nemorosus 
5-54-77 serruZatus v 'Holly' 
S-67-77 fruticosus scouZeri 
trifZorus x cobaea 

In another spot near some perennials I planted: 

S-61-77 davidsonii 
S-68-77 newberryi 
H-5-77 'Bluebird' x menziesii minnie 

In an old bathtub in the back yard I put the following: 

H-15-77 'Prairie Dusk' x o.p. x Scharf reds 
H-13-77 'Debut'. blue 
H-12-77 'Westlander'. pink 
H-8-77 Seeds from H~73-22 mixed 

S-57-77 barrettiae 
S-66-77 fruticosus v fruticosus 
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All have other perennial seeds between them. Unless I get home to stay a 
month or two a couple times next year. I may as well give up! But I keep hoping. 

I was happy to see serruZatus bloom although not very thrifty. I planted 
my own seed back of the ones that bloomed, hoping to get some started for a gar
den later. If I have half the success I used to have with them. next fall should 
show up better. Some will be too tender for here; the only way to find out is 
try! 

Dr. Robert J. Armstrong. Geneticist. Longwood Gardens. Kennett Square. Pennsylvania 

Longwood Gardens is a display garden located about 12 miles from Wilmington, 
Delaware. and about 30 miles from Philadelphia. Pennsylvania. It is maintained 
for the benefit and pleasure of our visiting public and as such everything done 
at Longwood is for the purpose of maintaining and improving the experience of our 
public. With this point in mind we move on to the work on penstemon. Compared 
to some of the other plants being researched at Longwood, penstemon is really a 
minor crop. The objectives are to breed and select plants that will enhance this 
display. Penstemon tend to be rather short-lived perennials. therefore not as 
useful as some of the other genera. 

However. though a series of crosses and selection programs. we have come 
up with a few that might work into our display. Penstemon X cv. 'Crystal' is 
one of these plants. It propagates so easily that is is almost ridiculous (by 
cuttings). It is now just beginning to flower (May 16). It;s our first penste
mon to flower; the others will soon follow. I will probably miss most of them 
this year as I plan to leave for Japan and Hawaii on June 6. and will not 
return until July 2. 

Our biggest snow was about 18 inches. We had five feet altogether and it 
was on the average colder than any winter in the recent history of this area. 
We got through one of our most miserable winters in recent history only to go 
into a spring that refuses to get warm. It is mostly cold and rainy. It is a 
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bit early to know just how the penstemon fared. Basically they look pretty 
good, but the test will come when they flower. 

Geoffrey B. Charlesworth, South Sandisfield, Massachusetts 

Perhaps the most pleasing penstemon I grew this year was P. 'Carol', a 
beautiful clear pink and a rather low tight plant. I wonder if it is a hybrid 
or a strain? In any case it seems to come true from seed, as I had a number of 
similar plants. 

A taller plant I liked having is P. gentianioides~ a good white which shows 
well in a border. P. barbatus is always a surprise and is very variable. I have 
one plant 3' or more in height, with quite dark red flowers, and another half the 
size, with pinkish bloom. No flowers on newberryi this year but the plant is in 
good shape. Why? P. brachyanthus atbus is also a very good plant and of course 
the hirsutus types bloom profusely. 

(Note: According to Myrtle Hebert, true gentianioides is rich blue. Could yours 
be something else? Editor) 

Dr. Earl Ewart, Dedham. Massachusetts 

We have just gotten home from the study weekend of the American Rock Garden 
Society in Alexandria, Virginia. The round robin came the day before we left and 
after two days of snow shoveling in the rain to avoid flooding of our house. We 
are still trying to make our streets fit to travel after two feet of snow. 

I just looked out the back windows and the snow completely hides both of my 
rock gardens which is of course good. The differential temperature between the 
ground and the snow cover is 10 degrees plus, and as we all know--no snow, no 
plants. 

I have been trying a new trick for me. All the one gallon glass jugs that 
fruit juices come in are cut using the gadget that holds the jug true and steady. 
One rotates the jug. The cutter--that is like a glass cutter--scores the jug in 
a perfrect even level and then using a candle completes the cut through the thick
ness of the glass. Out of 40 jugs that I begged, borrowed, or stole only two 
crooked out of line and these I also was able to use. The Small end of the jug 
with the glass handle can also be used. These form a perfect protection for 
seedlings and young shrubs the first year at least and also keep young cuttings 
moist. The freshly cut jugs are emery papered to round over ";he cut surface and 
prevent cutting one's hands. After doing a few one can cut a jug in 10 minutes 
and do 4 or 5 jugs at a sitting. I got mine from a local hardware store a few 
years ago. 

The only penstemon news I have ;s that the one with scarlet or bright· red 
blossoms is now at least 50 years old and has not had much care. I thought in 
my monumental ignorance that it was not neat but the doctor business kept me busy 
and I never did get to it. Now I brag. I think it is eatonii and some of the 
~hoots are nearly 3 feet tall but most about 2 feet. It was there before I moved 
lnto this old (1740) house. The rocks in the rock garden, some of whicp are esti
mated to weigh 4 tons, prevent any changes that I would like to make. 
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Getting back to penstemons, the low-growing penstemons bloom very sparsely 
and I am continually shifting them. Rupicola that blooms allover the walls and 
canyons out west does poorly by me, and I am trying plants from different sources 
to see if I can get a strain that will bloom. I am fond of pents as they 'fit in 
the rock garden ensemble and not because they are pents. Maybe I should forget 
it with all the alpines available but then I look at eatonii at least 50 years 
old and feel ashamed. BaY'T'ettiae doesn1t bloom at all after 4 or 5 years and I 
am going to put something else in its place--not a penstemon. 

I have been reading upon P. rupicola to see what I am doing wrong. My 
plants have. in ten years, bloomed approximately twice. The Studies on Penste
mons No.2, Subgennus Dasanthera-The Shrubby Penstemons I have again reviewed to 
find out what lethal touch I have and how to correct it. We write in the Pacific 
Northwest at the Convention about the numerous trips through the canyons with the 
rupicola hanging down the side walls, a most beautiful sight. The account in the 
No.2 gives as a possible cause of non-blooming, IItoo much sunil. There is quite 
a distinction regarding non-blooming .and possible exposure to the elements. Yet, 
numbers are growing it in New Hampshire where it is a lot colder than Dedham. It 
grows well in Connecticut. I am growing it in two areas, one shadier than the 
other yet sun part of the day in both cases. Soil is gritty. I have formed 
(probably wrong) an opinion that certain strains are unreliable on blooming and 
will try to bum off of my friends who have a good blooming strain. I might say 
that this No.2, Genus Dasanthera is a most complete folder and unstandable. As 
a retired Doctor I have never felt lethal and was Chief for 31 years so I deny 
that it is me. 

Mrs. William Hebert, Melbourne, Florida 

Re: meeting in Reno, Myrtle writes: In penstemons we saw newberryi~ 
speciosus ssp. kennedyii~ and also laetus roeslii (I think) and a nice form of 
deustus. On Sunday1s drive, in a different direction, we found one lone clump 
of what we tentatively identified as the rare kingii, a compact clump, 1211 to 16 11 

tall with rich purple flowers. Oddly enough, we could not find more than the 
single clump, but are hoping seed may be obtained from it, barring accidents. It 
was high up on a windswept mesa. 

Shirley Backman had a wide variety of penstemons. some in rows in the fenced 
vegetable garden, others in clumps around the yard proper. I was intrigued with 
neotericus~ which I had never seen before. It was unusual, with wiry almost leaf
less stems, bearing large blue bells, reminiscent of a giant Campanula rotundi
folia. Even the long buds had the same crinkled shape, but were, surprisingly, a 
deep yellow. The opened bell was a rich, deep blue. It is, I believe in the 
saccanthera group. She also had parvulus~ in a tub, blooming nicely. Another 
nice dwarf blue. And she had a new-to-us red, over which we poured and studied, 
but without coming to any decision. Shirley and I had shared seeds of several 
kinds, testing them out at Anza and Reno, so had a lot of comparing to do. 

Yellow forms in penstemons are very rare. There are pale yellow, or rich 
creams, in the proceri section (confertus and flavescens) and the large bush 
type, sometimes listed under Keckii instead of penstemon, have some real yellows 
antirrhinoides~ and I think another, but only a few yellow varients have been 
seen or collected, in the mill run of penstemons. It was a real find when Gussie 
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Schooley found the yellow barbatus torreyi. It had been reported 5 but not 
domesticated. Now it is being grown in several gardens and Dr. Pollard has 
secured a clump, to be used in the hybridizing work he is doing in his Utah 
garden. Glenn Viehmeyer had quite extensive trials in North Platte» Nebraska 
at the time of his death, but I don't know if anyone is carrying on his work. 

Mr. Ralph Bennett, Winter Haven, Florida 

I made a devastating discovery which went a long way toward reducing my 
ambition •. MY rock garden was covered with plants of Dianthus heddewigii 'Baby 
0011 1 with. flowers two inches across. Of course that is an annual and in order 
to have a crop this year I had to grow them from seed. I had no trouble grow
ing a lot of seedlings and getting them to blooming size, but I had forgotten a 
horticultural fact which I learned long ago--that seedlings of highly developed 
varieties like this do not come true. So my plants this year had only small 
flowers. 

I have not brought in any new wild flowers. but I have a fairly good col
lection of them already. They include two kinds that I had in Arlington, namely, 
the wild columbine, and the wild blue phlox (phto:1: divaricata). I have another 
big bed devoted to border perennials, which will include lilies and daylilies 
among others. Then I have a big bed of penstemons that do well in Florida. 
These consist of P. 'Garnet l and 'Prairi·e Fire ' and 'Rose Elfe l , which I have 
divided so that they fill up the whole bed. 

I have great difficulty visualizing five feet of snow in onels yard after 
two years in Florida. I guess I will never see snow again and I have no regrets. 
Our weather down here is mild enough that I can step through the glass doors 
onto our patio and out into the garden and walk around without putting a coat 
on. The temperature at the mo~nt in the middle of the afternoon is 70. 

All my hir8utu8 plants look healthy and vigorous, but make no effort to 
bloom. ,I have come to the conclusion that these northern species wonlt form 
flower buds unless the plant gets a dormant period in winter, and I will give up 
any thought of any flowers out of this one in Florida. I may let it continue 
where it is, just to bring back old times. 

The growing seas.on is just comencing. I have given up penstemons as my 
hobby plant and swi tched to dayl i li es. They wi 11 do well down here, whereas 
penstemons will not. I am staying in the penstemon robins to meet my old friends 
and not get out of touch with them. I have .about 30 divisions of IRose Elf' 
and they look healthy but do not bloom. They no doubt require a period of dor
mancy every year and do not get it. 

SUCCESS WITH PENSTEMONS IN THE EAST; SAND BEDS AND TROUGHS 
by 

Marc McDonough, Lexington, Massachusetts 

MY interest in penstemons became evident shortly after the planting of my 
first perennial border. I quickly learned of the rank leafiness and vigor of 
plants commonly offered as "ideal" border plants. Such was not the case however 
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with the few commercially available penstemons. The usual offering included such 
hybrids as 'Elfin Pink', the bright purple white-throated 'Prairie Dusk', and the 
popular pink flowering 'Petite ' . These provided dependable compact mats of 
glossy strap foliage sending up numerous stems heavily laden with brightly 
colored trumpets. These penstemons and a few other meritorous compact perennials 
are the only plants to survive mY transition from the "petunia and zinnia days" 
to my current interest in alpine and wildflower gardening. 

A particularly keen interest in Western American native plants has led me 
to search for 'ways to de~l with growing these plants in the unfavorable Massachu~ 
setts climate. Although these native plants do survive, they rarely flower well. 
To remedy· this situation two methods have been utilized--sand bed~ (preferably 
raised) and troughs made of hypatufa. 

A raised sand bed was constructed two years ago, containing a mixture of 
approximately 75% sand, 15% peat, and 10% loam; built up to a height of at least 
2 feet. This facilitated superior dr:ainage and air circulation rendering most 
favorable growing conditions. The bed is given over largely to penstemons but 
also includes lewisias, phlox, eriogonums, erigerons and others. A large order 
of penstemons from Alpines West nursery provided many of the plants for the bed; 
all have thus far proved vigorous and hardy, some even put on a good show of 
flowers after one season. The only danger is that of winter rodent attack. But 
even with the "pruning rodents" at large, all apparently devastated· plants 
sprigged out and looked fresh as ever by summer. ~ 

The use of raised troughs made out of hypatufa has proved even more success
ful by virtue of the fact that it eliminates the problem of rodents, provides 
better scale and viewing to the smaller species, and for some reason encourages 
better flowering. Another advantage is that each trough can contain a soil mix 
designed to accommodate a group of plants having similar but special cultural 
requiremen~s. Two disadvantages exist, but they can be dealt with. First of 
all, care has to be taken in the selection of suitably dwarf and slow-growing 
species; it is very easy to put in plants that are small and temporarily look 
appropriate only to find in a year or two that they have far exceeded their 
bounds. Secondly, the siting of the trough should be considered carefully. An 
exposed position subject to the full blast of desicrating winter winds can be 
hazardous to the health of most any penstemon, particularly ,in our Massachusetts 
climate where we are often lacking snow cover. I will report in depth on the 
various aspects of troughs and their construction in the next bulletin. 

The following is partial listing of some of the penstemons I am growing 
in sand beds and in troughs: 

P. davidsonii: a superb mat forming plant, but has rarely flowered in 6 
years. This was transplanted to a trough containing almost pure sand. This 
spring it decided to flower like crazy. After the main show the bright reddish
violet flowers kept appearing on the advancing stems all summer. The only form 
of fertilizer used is a light sprinkling of well-rotted horse manure in spring 
and in fall. I cannot praise enough the fine dense mats of tiny emerald green 
rounded leaves, particularly when studded with swollen buds. 

P. serPatus (or more correctly P. frutiaosus ssp. serratus): a delightful 
plant! This did not flower this year as it was reduced to a stub by those 
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rotten rodents. It was transplanted after leafing out to a trough where its 
compact proportions can be better appreciated. FO'liage is long and narrow (up 
to 1~1I long but usually less), and as the name suggests ... strongly serrated. 
The leaves gently reflex downwards on the upright tan-colored stems, rendering 
a graceful appearance. 

P. proaumbens: another excellent dwarf creeper well suited to trough cul
ture. This is perhaps the smallest and finest-leaved species I have grown. The 
tiny pointed leaves are a bright fresh green contrasting nicely with the red 
stems. Seems to sprawl with long meandering stems flat on the ground, not 
densely branching. Hardiness is suspect as winterkill occurred over much of the 
plant. 

P. pinifoZius: a very interesting and useful plant. To my surprise this 
became locally available in garden centers this year. The plant bears bright 
green needle foliage, the overall appearance is that of a dense tangle of wiry 
tan stems. Flowers are narrow scarlet trumpets. A dependable and easy plant. 
An occasional shearing may be desirable for this plant, or for many of the woody 
penstemons which seem to respond to pruning by improved branching. 

P x RoezZii: Another mat forming plant having much value as groundcover in 
the sunny rock garden, but rather more vigorous than any of the preceding, so 
give it enough room to spread. The plant is densely branching, producing a mass 
of leathery blue-green leaves. The small broad leaves are slightly serrated and 
are P9inted~ edged or tinged red, the reverse of the leaves is reddish, the red 
suffusion very evident on newly formed foliage. Horizontal spread in 3 years in 
a rich sandy soil was 2 feet by about 611 high--a poorer soil would induce a 
slower spread. The large luminous rosy red flowers have not showed frequently. 
I'm hoping that the sand bed will be the answer to increasing flower production. 
I suggest the following observation concerning penstemons; rich soil encourages 
lush foliage with little floral display, a poorer sandy mixture as previously 
described yields a plant of better character and improved flowering ab~lity. 

P. frutiaosus: a good plant of a more robust constitution than the preced~ 
ing. This is a small shrub with silvery-green foliage. Leaves are serrated, 
curly and twisted, l~" long by ~II wide. Old dead leaves persist on the curling 
woody stems. Habit is thus far open and loosely branching. Produced an out
standing display of very large glowing violet flowers. 

p. tThurman's Hybrid': This is a large upright woody plant, moderately 
branching yet with a handsome shape. Leaves are always directly opposite, boat 
shaped, up to 2" long and pointed, and of a heavy leathery texture. The foliage 
is a sombre grey-green, almost too sombre. 

P. aapdJveUii: Another very large and "heavy" looking plant. Leaves are 
sl.ightly serrated,grey-green with a reddish edge, the red suffusion particularly 
evident on new foliage, each leaf is about 2" long by 111 wide. At a first glance 
at this plant I am reminded of Sedum speatabiZe. The dead leaves persist on the 
lower portion of the woody branches. Habit is loose and open. Both this and the 
previous plant mentioned need to have plants bright of foliage (such as a silver 
leaved antennaria) placed near them in order to counteract this sombre appear
ance. 



P. 'Six Hills Hybrid ' : I purchased a plant this year and it looks promis
ing. Stems are woody and thick, decidedly prostrate, densely branching. Leaves 
are grey-green, up to 3/4" long by ~" wide, serrated. 
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P. heterophyllus 'True Blue ' : I found this plant being offered at a local 
nursery this year. It seems that each year brinqs us a new penstemon to try. An 
attractive little plant bearing graceful leathery leaves which are as long as 2~ 
inches by only 1/8" wide, giving a willowy appearance. Plant habit is upright. 
Flowers are borne on 12" stems and are a crowd-pleasing clear blue, a brilliant 
addition to any garden. Responded well to a sunny and sandy spot. Hardiness not 
tested yet. 

P. 'Ruby King': 11m surprised that this tall hybrid is locally available 
because it is not hardy and is labelled as such. I tried it in the open garden 
last winter, it was the only penstemon that did not survive. But this is such 
a stunning plant that it is well worth the effort to winter over some cuttings. 
I believe the illustration speaks for itself. The plant is leafy and distinctly 
"willow-like", leaves are bright green and rigid. The stem starts bearing 
flowers on its vertical ascent while only 12" tall, and will continue flowering 
all summer until a height of 3 feet is reached. I particularly like the plant ;n 
bud as they are large and swollen, a glowing deep red, the color of red velvet. 
The plant in the illustration was about 14" tall, which gives an idea of the 
large size of the flowers. The blooms are somewhat like a gloxinia. Thewhite 
throat veined a rich red is most pleasing. Cutting off the spent flower spike 
induces compactness and side branching, bearing more flowers. 

I have many seedlings in the garden which after surviving their first winter 
are developing into fine plants. But because these seedlings take some time to 
develop and show form, I will refrain from any description until better tested, 
perhaps by next year. The most promising looking species include P. parvuZus" 
P. cardwellii 'John Bacher ' , P. ovatus x P. virens" and P. eZlipticus. I also 
have many of the crosses between the penstemons 'Goldie', 'Supersub', and 'Dog 
Mountain ' , which are supposed to produce yellow and peach flowered plants. Other 
interesting hybrids include P. 'White Knight' and several P. davidsonii crosses, 
all growing vigorously in my "western" troughs. I hope to report these and other 
aspects of growing penstemons next year, accompanied by many more of the fine 
line drawings so generously offered by a talented artist friend. 

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE SEED EXCHANGE 

Dr. Hinde reports that the gross from the seed exchange this year was 
$75.44. Not everybody paid for seeds; and with the postage increase, the postage 
for repeats of due-notices soon outstrips the value of the invoices he is trying 
to collect. We want everybody to receive the seeds requested and we would appre
ciate your prompt and careful attention to paying your debt. 

WE NEED A LARGER SELECTION OF SEEDS FROM YOUR GARDEN OR FRO~1 WILD COLONIE~o', 
Also, Dr. Hinde would appreciate very much your packaging seeds in small coin-type 
envelopes prior to your mailing them to him. Only two members did this time. 
However, if this proves to be too much of a problem, do not hesitate to send 
seeds. We will make arrangements for help in packaging seeds. 
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SEED EXCHANGE LIST 
American Penstemon Society 

1978 

Please order by number as well as by name. Keep your list as a check, for 
the seeds you will receive will have the number only on the envelope. This will 
save time in putting up your order. SEND A SELF~ADDRESSED ENVELOPE (business 
size) WITH ONE 15¢ STAMP ON IT FOR EACH 8 PACKETS OF SEED. Seeds are 10¢ per 
packet with contributors to the exchange-entitled to 10 free packets. Send in 
your order for seed without remittance and you will be billed for the seed you 
receive. Be sure to list substitutes, for much of the seed is in short supply. 

Send orders to: 

Dr. Howard P. Hinde 
506 East Fifth Street 
Fulton, Missouri 65251, USA 

LIST OF DONNORS 

1. Blackman, C. W. and S. - Nevada 
2. Blake, Mrs. David - Michigan 
3. Burrell, Mrs. Clark - Wyoming 
4. Cole, T. J. - Canada 
5. Guggo 1 z, J. - California 
6. Hale, David - Oregon 
7. Johnson, Nina - Pennsylvania 
8. Lodewick, Kenneth - Oregon 
9. Lowry, Betty - Washington 

10. Padovich, Birdie - Washington 
11. Plant Materials Center - Kansas (Via Ra~hel Snyder, Missouri) 
12. Yingling, George - Ohio 

Since some seeds were collected in the wild, there is an indication that 
they wer~ either collected or garden-grown (GG). The latter seeds were open 

ft pollinated (OP) and so pollen parent is unknown in most cases. Plants growing 
from these seeds can be expected not to breed true to species. Some seeds are 
in very short supply since very few members have Gontributed to the seed supply. 
PLEASE LIST SUBSTITUTES. 

Subgenus Penstemon 
Section Penstemon 

Subsection Penstemon 

PART I - SPECIES ---

S-1-78 - P. digitalis - 3-4 ft. Large panicles of white flowers. Colla in wild 
colony, Cox Arboretum, Dayton, Ohio. Yingling 

S-2-78 - P. hirsutus - 6-15 11 • Pink and purple corollas by lower lip. 
Glandular-pubescent. GG. Johnson. 

S-3-78 - P. hirsutus brevisepaZus - GG. Cole 



5-4-78 - P. hipsutus minimus - GG. Blake 

5-5-78 - P. paUidus aPkansanus - 15-18". Floriferous open pamicle of small 
white flowers. GG. Johnson 

5-6-78 - P. smaZZii - 18-36". Large crinkly leaves. Rose flrs. Long bloom. 
coll. Blowing Rock, N. C. Yingling 

5ubsection Proceri 

5-7-78 - P. eugZaucus - 20". Glaucous lYSe Blue flrs. Long bloom. COll.~t 
Cascades. Hale 

5-8-78 - P. eugZaucus aZbus 'Moonglow' - GG. Cole 

5-9-78 - P. eugZaucus - GG. L~dewick 
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5-10-78 - P. gZobosus 8-24". Moist meadows & open slopes. Flrs. blue to blue
purple. GG. Cole 

5-11-78 - P. ppocepus bpachyanthus - 6-20". Fragrant. Leafy. Deep blue flr$. 
Col1. McKenzie Pass. Lodewick 

5-11A-78 - P. ppocepus bpachyanthus - GG. Lodewick 

5-12-78 - P. ppocepus foPmosus - GG. Backman 

5-13-78 - P. rydbepgii v. vaPiana - 8-28". Meadows, moist open slopes Wash. to 
Mont. s. to Calif. Lvs. glabrous. Flrs. blue-purple in several 
dense verticillasters. Coll. Black Butte, Glenn Co., Calif. 
Guggolz 

5-14-78 - P. rydbepgii - GG. Lodewick 

5ubsection Humiles ) 
5-15-78 - P. aPidus tiny mat with grassy lvs. Coll. Big Horn Mts., Wyo. Burrell 

5-16-78 - P. ovatus - Handsome large toothed lvs. Good blue flrs. Easy. GG. 
Cole 

5-17-78 - P. ovatus - GG. Lodewick 

5-18-78 - P. humiZis - Dry, open, rocky soil with sage brush. Lvs. puberulent. 
Flrs. blue-purple in loose, few-flowered, discrete verticillaste~sf" 
Coll. Indian Ford. Lodewick\ 

S-lBA-78 - P. humiZis - GG. Lodewick 

5-19-78 - P. humiZis - Coll. eastern Cascade Mts., Oregon. Hale 

5-20-78 - P. humiZis - GG. Cole 
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S-21-78 - P. racHcosus - 6-16". Slender stems. Dry~ open plains and foothills. 
Flrs. blue-purple, whitish beneath. 
Burrell 

Coll. Pryor Mts., Mont. 

S-22-78 - P. whippZeanus - 8-24". Dry meadows. open. rocky slopes at high elev. 
Mont. s to Ariz. Lvs. glabrous. Flrs. blue-violet in 2-7 not
dense verticil lasters. GG. Cole 

Subsection Tubaeflori 

S-23-78- P. tubaefZorus - 12-24", Lvs. glabrous. Flrs. violet to white in 
panicles. One to few stems. Sandy to light loam from Kans .• Okla .• 
Texas, eastward. Coll. Greenwood Co., Kans. Plant Materials 
Center 

Subsection Deusti 

$-24-78 - P. deustus - 8-24", Lvs. glandular. F1rs. dull white with purplish 
guide lines. Several remote verticil1asters. Branched base; stem 
simple. Dry, open. rocky soil at high elevations Wash. to Calif. 
GG. Lodewick 

Section Ericopsis 
Subsection Ericopsis 

S-25-78 - P. ZapicifoZius Zal'1:cifoZius - 6-8". Grows in tufts. Flrs. purple. 
Sandstone ridges. Co11. Big Horn Mts .• Wyoming. Burrell 

Subsection Aurater 

S-26-78 - P. albidus 4-16", Stems few or solitary. Lvs. cinereous puberulant. 
Flrs. a pink tube in several verticillasters. Open plains and 
hillsides. Great Plains. Coll. Lincoln Co .• Nebraska. Plant 
Materials Center 

S-27-78 - P. albidu.s - Coll. Sheridan Co., Nebraska. Plant Materials Center 

S-28-78 - P. e()baea - 18-24". Dark green leaves. Flrs. extra large, wide
open bells, lavender or white. GG. Burrell 

5-29-78 - P. epionthepus - to 12", Hairy leaves. large purple bells "with a 
mouthful of golden fuzz". Coll. Big Horn Mts .• Wyoming. Burrell 

Subsection Habroanthus 

S-30-78 - P. oZp1:nus - 6-24". Lvs. plentiful, bracts conspicuous. Large dark 
blue or purple flowers. Bearded staminodes. GG. Johnson 

S-31-78 - P. caryi - low-growing. Lvs. linear. Flrs. blue. Coll. Big Horn 
Mts.. Hyomi ng. Burrell 

S-32-78 - P. cary& - GG. Blake 
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( S-33-78 - P. gZaber - 1811 • Flrs. blue to rose. Inner part of tube and corolla 
white. Coll. Pennington Co., S. D. Plant Materials Center 

S-34-78 - P. uniZateraZis - 18-24". Several to many stems. Lvs. glabrous. 
Flrs. blue to purple in dense secund spikes. Gravelly soil, hill
sides, and dry streams both slopes of the Rockies. GG. Yingling 

Subsection Elmigera 

S-35-78 - P. barbatus - 24-72". Several stems. Lvs. glabrous. Flrs. co~onlY 
scarlet, but also red, pink, maroon in secund panicles. Utah" 
Arizona, Colorado, N. M., Central highlands of Mexico. GG. H~Je 

Subsection Anularius 

S-36-78 - P. grandiflorus - 2-~'. (Most garden-grown plants are hybrids.) 
Large lvs. Flrs. wide range of colors, purple most common. GG. 
Yingling 

S-37-78 - P. nitidus - Oval lvs. Blue flrs., early. A favorite. Coll. Big 
Horn Mts., Wyoming. Burrell 

S-38-78 - P. nitidus typiaus - Coll. Sheridan Co., Wyoming. Burrell 

S-39-78 - P. nitidus - Coll. Pryor Mts., Montana. Burrell 

Section Peltanthera 
Subsection Pe1tanthera 

S-40-78 - P. aampanuZatus- 16-32". Many branching stems. Lvs. vary - glabrous 
to pubescent. Flrs. violet to purple, white below and within: In 
racemes. N. W. New Mexico. GG. Lodewick 
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5-47-78 - P. serruZatus - GG. Lowry 

5-48-78 - P. serruZatus - GG. Lodewick 

5ubgenus Dasanthera 

S-49-78 - P. barrettiae - 12". Robust mounds of 1ge., glaucus 1vs. Lavender 
flrs. Col1. Columbia River Gorge. Hale 

5-50-78 - P. barretMae - GG. Lodewick 

5-51-78 - P. carduJeUii - 12", Loose mounds. Dusty 1vs. Purple flrs. GG. 
Cole 

S-51A-78 - P. carduJeZZii - Co11. n Coastal Mts., Oregon. Hale 

5-52-78 - P. carduJeZZii - GG. Lodewick 

S-53-78 - P. davidSonii - 2-6". Mat-former. Lvs. thick, firm, hairy. Flrs. 
blue-violet in few flowered racemes. Ledges among rocks at high 
elevations In Cascades to Clif. Coll. McKenzie Pass. Lodewick 

5-54-78 - P. davidSonii - Coll. central Cascades. Hale 

Section Emersus 

S-55-78 - P. bridgesi - 12-30". A subshrub. Yellow-green foliage. Flrs. ver
mi 11 i on to searl et. subsecund. Few-flowered, open raceme. Canyon 
walls, Calif., Ariz .• N. M. Coll. near Alpine-Tuolumne Co. line. 
Calif. Guggolz 

S-56-78 - P. fruticosus - Purple flrs. Loose clumps with toothed lvs. Coll. 
Padovich 

5-56A-78 - P. fruticosus serratus 'Holly'. GG. Lodewick 

S-57-78 - P. fruticosus - Coll. N Cascades, Oregon. Hale 

S-58-78 - P. fruticosus v fruticosus - Coll. 5wauk Pass, Wash. Lowry 

S-59-78 - P. fruticosus - dwarf. Coll. n Cascades, Oregon. Hale 

5-60-78 - P. newberryi berryi - Flrs. rose-red in short, dense raceme. ssp 
berryi Josephine Co., Ore., Glenn Co., Calif. Coll. on Black 
Butte, w Glenn Co., Calif. Guggo1z 

5-61-78 - P. newberryi sonomensis - Coll. Mt. St. Helena, Napa Co., Calif. 
Guggo1z 

5-62-78 - P. newberryi newberryi - Co11. Alpine Co., Tuolumne Co. line, Calif. 
Guggolz 

S-63-78 - P. rupicoZa - 4". mat-former. Lvs. glaucous-glabrous, thick, firm, 
Flrs. pink, red-pink, pinkish-lavender, or white. Compact raceme 
with few flowers. Cliffs, ledges, rocky slopes at high elevations. 
Col1. northern Cascades, Oregon. Hale 



S-64-78 - P. rupicoZa alba - GG. Padovich 

S-65-78 - P. rupicoZa - GG. Lodewick 

Section Hesperothamnus 
Subsection Hesperothamnus 
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S-66-78 - P. cordifolius - 36-96". Vining shrub. Lvs. dark green, glabrous to 
shiny, puberulent and strongly veined. Flrs. dull scarlet in 
secund open racemes. Chapparral slopes in coastal mts., San Luis 
Obispo to Mexico. GG. Guggolz 

S-67-78 - P. corymbosus - 12-20". Shrub. Dark green, glabrous foliage. Flrs. 
brick red or scarlet in terminal corymb. Rocky slopes and cliffs. 
Coast range and Sierra Nevada foothills, California. Coll. in 
northern Sonoma Co., Calif. Guggolz 

. Subsection Breviflori 

S-68-78 - P. Zemmonii - 20-24". Shrub. Bright green foliage. Flrs. yellow
brownish with purple guide-lines in hood. Open raceme. Brushy 
wooded slopes, Oregon to California. Coll. in S. E. Mendocina CO. t 

Calif. Guggolz 

Miscellaneous 

S-69-78 - P. cinereus - (?) GG. Johnson 

S-70-78 - P. menziesii - (?) GG. Padovich 

PART II - HYBRIDS 

H-1-78 - Utah State University Hybrid - Burrell 

H-2-78 - P. fruticosus x P. rupicoZa - White form Coll. by Padovich 

H-3-78 - P. PaZZidus x hirsutus minimus - Cole 

H-4-78 - P. confertus hybrid - Blake 

H-S-78 - P. trifZorus x P. cobaea - Blake 

H-6-78 - P. barbatus hybrid - Lodewick 

H-7-78 - P. cobaea x triflorus - Burrell 
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LEFT FROM 1977 LIST --------

;; 

S-1-77 - P. hirsutus S-5~-77 - P-. ~er~Z;d'tu'~ ' 
S-3-77 - P. hil~sUtus 'Violet Queen' 
S-4-77 - P. hirsutus 'Pygmaeus' 
S-5-77 - P. tenuis 

S.,.53-77 - P. , serru~a,tus " 'Ho" l': l'y" " 
I' -", 5'''':·54'-77 _ P. "serrU1-atus" v. 

S-6-77 - P. confertus 
S-7A-77 - P. eugZaucus 

cJ ;;: ,~, .. J:9 .. 77 7" P., proc~.rus v. toZ~i l ' i. 

S"110A~n - P. pX'ocerus v. ,toZrmei 
" i' :51,12-77 ~ "p.r . .ovatus I " . ,',, \ . ,,",:. . ,t •.•. ; ,(~.'. " 
.. ' .... S:..18-11 : P: 'Jamesii ' ' 

5 - 56- 77 - P. ba.Y're t .tiae i.' :; : : 

5 - 57- 77 -Pr. ,barre tt~a,~j ",,; 
5-59-77 - P. cardweZlii 
S:60~77 - F. car,du)eUii " . ,;, , 
$:62:"77 .., F. davidsqnii' v oavidsonii 

-, 5-66-77 -p,: fx-uticosus v fruticosus 
, ,~/·6i.,.n , - .P. ' .f~tioosus ssp scouleri 
5-68-77 ~ ' P.neUJ'berryi S-19-77 - P. brandegei 

,(,"I r:1S- 2qr,P ' 7'" P.c{]'Y'1Ji ;':J S-.6Q-: 77 - P. rupicola 
i fd ,n i' S' S-72.,.77 - P.nemdrO$U8 

, \ . ~ --- .. 
, ~ S -2 ?::P) / ;,,:.1(. g ~ab,e.;r' " , 

,,$-21-:77 - P.; P?nneFianus 
S- 24-77 -Po barbatus 
S-26-77 - P. barbatus 
$-28-77 ,- P. Zabrosus 

1 1;0 [: " , $·,,']3~ 77 - P. nemorosus 
! I ,1 1 ;' S-7.4-1i ~ . P. miil/i"mUs 

5-30-77 - P. buckleyi 
" ",,.,$-:34-77 - P. clutei. ., 

:~;'~;$r~?-17 ,.~ : P., ciute,i " , ' 
• ' t.:?-VtUi,- z:.pat~~rf . , · , 

5-38 .. 77 - P. pseudospectabiUs 
S-39-77 - P. pseudospectabiZis 
5-40-77 .- P. spectabiUs 
S-41-77 - F. spectabi Zis 
5-41A-77 - P. cleve Zandi v. connatus 
S-42-77 - P. centranthifoZius .. 

S-75-77 - Unidentified pink 
S-77-77 - P. aridus +ZaricifoUus 

mi xed L' , .. ' 

S-79-77 - P. cobaea 
$ .. 80-77 - P. cobaea 
s-:8~~77 ~ f . coba;ea 
S-82-77 , -: , I:~ , auguqt,ifoUus 
5-83-77 ~ p'- sp. albidus type 
S-84-77 - P. sp. aZhidu,$ , type .' {.Apces

sian #PMK -TB1S} ' 
S-85-77 '. - P. sp. a,Zl;idu,s ty,pe.JA~ces

.' siori #PMK ' 188l) ..- " 
S-:86-77 ,- P. sp~ albidu,s _ t~Pe , (A~ces-
" , s ion #PMK 1882) '., . .... . ,. S-45-7'7 - F. azureus 

5-46-77 - P. heterophyllus 
'Mrs. Blakey' .:'i X fH ; l 1;S~87-77 P. sp. Source: North Platte 

, Exp. Station (Accession #PMK S-48-77 P. richardsonii dentatfis 
5-49-77 - P. richardsonii dentatus ' t 

wi th P. barrettiae ,,'" 
1861) u: " ;'li 

': { i ~ ,) :) ,\ :. 

H-l-77 - P. digitaUs x P. calycosus H-ll-77 - P. l509. Purple (7303 x 
H-2-77 - P. fruticosus x P. rup-icoZa polycross) ".\ ' 
H-4-77 - iGoldie' x 'Dog Mt.'H-12-77 - P.'Westhnder ', Pink " 
H-6-77 - P. confertus kittitas x " H:-13-77 - P. 'Debut~, Blue 

ikewpie ' H-14-77 - ADSli4-7 Red 
H-7-77- Flathead Lake Hybrid - A' H.,.15-77 , ~ ;I P. 7303 (704-72 selectj,on #3 

Coral ' , .. , (67-1 x 'red polycy-oss) Red 
H-8-77 - Seeds from H-73-22. Will rvary J 'Prairie Dusk~ )( QP} )( ~I Scharf 
H-10-77 - P. 7510 . Purple (7305 x ' reds"""" 

polycross) H-16- 77 - P. 7305 (704-72 selection #5 
Red ('Prairie Dusk' x OP) x 
Scharf red 

H-17-77 - Scharf's hybrids 
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AMERICAN ROCK GARDEN SOCIETY 
offers 

QUARTERLY BULLETIN - SEED EXCHANGE 
COLORED SLIDE LIBRARY - BOOK LIBRARY 

NATIONALJ REGIONAL AND CHAPTER MEETINGS 
featuring 

STUDY WEEKENDJ PLANT SHOWS} GARDEN TOURS" 
PLANT AND BOOK SALES 

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP - $7; FAMILY MEMBERSHIP $8 
apply to 

THE SECRETARY: DONALD PEACH, BOX 183 
HALES CORNER WI 53130 

THE ALPINE GARDEN SOCIETY 
Membership of the Alpine Garden Society puts the American alpine gardener In 

close touch with those throughout the world who ahllIe his interest in one of the most 
, absorbing branche, of horticulture. 

The Quarterly Bulletin of the A.G.S. is respected internationally as one of th~ 
most informative publications of its k.ind. It will bring into your home a distillatioD 
of the experience and ideas of some of the finest gardeners, plant explorers and 
horticultural thinkers of tlur time. 

Among the many other benefits of the Society, its uniquely comprehensive seed 
list alone i, worth more than the modest 6ubsc, iption of $10.00 for Oversea. Mem. 
bera. Apply to:-

The Secretary, The Alpine Garden Society 
Lye End Link, St. John's, Woking, Surrey, England 

THE SCOTTISH ROCK GARDEN CLUB 

OHe" you ••• 

Its twice yearly Journal, well lIIu:trated and containing au
thoritative artlcl.. on all cn.peds of rock gardening, ~ 
plants, and their world wide haunts. 

Its excellent annual scheme for the distribution of rare & 
unusual seed. among" its International members. 

for £2.50 per year ($5.00) 

R. H. D. Orr. C.A. 70 High Str',". Haddln"ton 
East lothian. Scotl"nd will b" glad to send particul"n. 
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